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PREFACE 

A T the request of rnj' friend h the author of this 
book, I write these few fines to introduce 
him and his *ork. Dr. Richards, has been a 
missionary of the Church Missionary Society in 
Travatttore SLtice J0"i Ho was at different times 
Vice-Principal of the Society's tollegc at Cottjiy:irn h 
PrmcjpaL of the Cambridge Ntcbolsop I bool-ogica! 
and T^iiinin^ Institution at the same place, and 
Missionary-m-Chargc of at leas* three of the 
Mission districts. He w*i one of the revisers of 
the Malaya Lam Ehhle, the cluef reviser of the Prayer 
Rook in the same language, and for these important 
services Archbishop Temple conferred on him the 
Lambeth D.D. He was also editor of the T rnvamore 
Diocesan Oaselte. He has well studied the past 
history of the ancient Syrtan Church of Malabar, 
and hai been intimately cognizant of it* various 
divisions and developments in recent years. 

All this 1 can say of the author, and I could say 
more were Lt necessary. Of hi$ book I havf no 
At 
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authority to speak — it speaks for itself. It ia 
ohvLously based cm first-hand knowledge, and 
contains much important and curious in fonSiitiou, 
These ancient Churches -of the East deserve our 
sympathy, and I trust the present work rnay awaken 
much interest m the Syrians of Tmvaflrtirft 

They were for centuries a light in a dark pln.ee-— 
a feeble Eight jt L5 true, but one which we cannot 
but believe that Lt pleased God to use. 

EUCEHE STOCK. 

Mai(k J fh t J e>oS- 
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INTRODUCTION 



I N putting together the following' aonemnt of 
the Syrians in Malabar, the difficulty has not 
ha^rt to And material,, but to kefip back much 
that crowds in upon the mind of pietbresque and 
even tragic interest 

There La extant a volume of r>'frt ftmr hundred 
pages, published in England in rfttH, being the 
Acts of Lbe Synod, [ 399, Iwld to enforce the Synar. 
submission to Remit:- In th:& book is gLven the 
ritual of the occa^um— how, foe instance, “the 
most illustrious And Reverend Lord Dorn Frey 
Akixo dc Mentors, An;h.l>i$hc.p Metropolitan of 
Goa and the Oriental parts, and, the See being 
vacant, of the said bishopric ’ (of the St. Thomas 
Christians), " having robed himself in his pcmti- 
firalsj hut without his mitre, kneeling down befo*e 
the altar, and having laid his hands upon the Crna* 
that was upon a hook of the Gospeis. did, in his 
own name, as the present Prelate and Metropolitan 
of the Diocese, and iv the ttaitt* <?f alt the Christians 

liil 
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belonging to ike same, and every ferten thereof, 
secular and ecclesiastic, make profession and oath 
of ihc FaLtb following, 1 * to wit* the N'icene Creed 
and the CtoscI of Tfflirt, and submission,. for 
Salvation, to the Pope. 

9 might have taken from Buchanan's Christian 
Researches, e3o( 5, delightful conversations held with 
the Syrian Metropolitan of that day. T he Live s of 
Bishops Middle ion and Wilson of Colcnttii contain 
[merest jhe accounts of their deal mgs with the 
Syrians eighty years a^O There is the sadly 
dramatic drowning -of our Poet- Bishop HchrtT 
when route fur Traivancore to smooth the way 
of a Metropolitan from Antioch Thos# or* one's 
own recollections of people who kinrw Ttavancore 
in iSj<5, and details of more modern tlsyst. But 
being desirous to gratify Chiistian love and hope 
with a vi^w of what our Church has done by the 
Chnrri] Missionary Society, 10 Quicken an ancient 
branch ot Christ's Church, I have passed over many 
things, pleasant and unpleasant, curious and 
historical, io order to give a correct, if condCAAgd, 
view of the reformation movement in the Syrian 
Church of Malabar. And I think it i* the first 
that ban so fait been given. 

It is just a hundred years since the fa owns visit 
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of Rev Claudius Buchanan, D.D., who introduced 
the Syrians to the Church of England. 

In the following I have had advice on one 
point from the VcntTubEe John Caley, for many 
years Archdeacon of Cutlayam, and Commissary 
of the Diocese at various times i and no one is 
belter able to form a judgment of matters "Syrian,” 
for he has lived in their very midst from 1 67 E 
to 1905. 

There are as few names ft$ possible mentioned 
in this account, for my aim has been to give the 
story of the reformation among the St- Thomas 
Christians as simptv as possible. 

It was my privilege for several years to have 
dose personal acquaintance with the Reforming 
Metran, Jlar Matthew Athanasius, and his immediate 
aueCKSw, the gentle Mar Thomas Athanasius. 
Latterly, though living in the same country, itiy 
opportunities of meeting the present Metropolitan 
of the Reformed Church, Mar Titus Thom a, and 
his Suffragan, Mar Titus Thoma 1 I-, weit, few, for 
I was living on die opposite side of H the backwater." 1 
including rivers, 2 two days' journey, though not 
more than twenty miles as the crow flics Still, th« 
Syrian Church dioewan monthlies* Reformed and 
Jacobite, were continuously at hand. 
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I have harl many ft lends amonj the Kattanats 
of both sections, and 1 have known some of the 
Roman Syrian clergy and EaLty. 

It has been my privilege to know intimately- in 
the Capacity of CeacEier and co-worker, many Syrians 
whose fathers joined the Anglican Church seventy 
years ago. 

In this popular account I pass over some episodes 
connected with the Jaeotute Church whaeh I have 
handled in the Guardian newspaper of January 7th, 
rgoj, and thereaExmtS, and in the SiffUttatttl f{u tkt 
Angliett * r EjitfGpatr, i 904, signed by Archdeacon 
Caley and myself. (This has been graciously 
acknowledged oy the Chaplain to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury; and the Most Reverend the Presiding 
Bishop^ Dr. Tuttle, of the Anglican Church, U, 5 A., 
and the Most Reverend the Bishop of Calcutta,. 
Primate of India and Ceylon, have sent me cordial 
thinkt) I hove also written on the same subjects 
in the Indian Chmth Netts, January, jQrrfi, and in 
(he January' number of The EaJt and tht Writ, 
apoS. I have had also a kind correspondence with 
the open-minded editor of the Living Ckmih of 
jpoy-igo^ U.S-A. 

My thanks are hereby heartily given to $ir Henry 
H. Bemrose for the exceedingly generous way in 
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which he hat taken up the production of this volume 
with no expense whatever to myself,. Though the 
subject seemed well worthy of presentation to the 
Christian Chdifh, l saw no way of carrying out 
my wish until he intervened. 

The Rru. John Booth, Vicfr-Frifliipat of the 
Church Missionary Society 3 ! (lottayam College, most 
kindly supplied the best vkws reproduced herein,, 
and I am greatly obliged to him- I must apologist 
to the Rev F, N, Askwith, the Principal, my old 
friend,. Brat I was not able to seek hia aid for 
the better representation of Cottayam College, 
wliieh has been such a boon to the Syrians — the 
only col Lege of’ general education until recent days, 
for over forty years affiliated to the Madras 
University, and the (ir*t English high school ever 
founded in Malabar, certainly in Tr a vane ore and 
Cochin, It would take pages tn enumerate its 
distinguished sons and Mr. Askwith i& the 
representative of a long line of able and beloved 
principals. 

The editorial department of the Church Missionary 
Society have supplied the excellent photograph of 
the Baker Memorial High School, a new development 
of & venerable institution. I must apologise to the 
Principal. Mist Baker, for the liberty I takcoF using 
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a photograph of some Syrian girls before I had 
her reply to my request for permission to insert it 

Archdeacon Calcy has also kindly tent me SOnW 
photographs, principally groups and portraits of 
Syrian Me! ran* and clergy. 

1 have uk 4 the photograph of my fellow-worker. 
Rev. K, M, Matthal, .ll:l1 his family, without asking 
a permission whirl: ! know he would not refuse- 

For some of th* facts relating to Mar Matthew 
Athanasius 1 am indebted to the deeply interesting 
history of (He fhiiyli Misticenary Society's work 
for the Syrian Church, which, appeared in the 
Malaysia Mumm (Friend of Malabar), a vernacular 
monthly, of which my old pupiL and friend, 
Mr. John Chandy, the Superintendent of the 
Cotlayam Mission i’ress, was editor, and to which 
hjt r jiijosetf of Syrian descent, contributed the 
history. 

As 1 have not had the opportunity of submitting 
the following; chapters to my friend, the Right 
Reverend CEiurk* Hope Ciili, D.D., llishop in 
Travanccue and Cochin, to whom f am huiiuruTy 
chaplain, it is but right to say that his lordship 
is. in no way responsible For anything expressed 
therein. 

ft Kcems hardly necessary to say how grateful 
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i im to Mr. Eugene Stock (author of the famous 
tiisioyy of (An Chicrck Aiittiotutry Set rely, and 
df many other books «ruie«ibTe to the ChorcEt) 
for the ready way isi which he Agreed to my request 
to write a short preface. His kind words will 
supply a favouring bteetc to Jill the sails of my 
little venture, and waft it i-nt-o the harbour of 
popular accsptunct 

J eonuitend this little volume to the blcssmg of 
God, aftd pray (hat it may help towards the building 
up of j,n AntcuKunOu&j Catholic, Reformed, And 
Evaogiel istic Church in the regions consecrated, as 
I btlitvc, by the labours and blond of S-L. Thomas, 
t Jam Aptjsti-c -of El is Blessed Son oar Saviour Jesus 
Christ, 

W. J. R [CHAROS. 

Lixt/ field, Susici, 

Mur,: A \tyA, \ r»S 




The Indian Christiana of St\ Thomas 
in the Nineteenth Centu ry 

OK 

One Hundred Kean a/ G$<f s Work in India 
for the Indian Christians nf Malabar 

<& 

QI AFTER I. 

The Christians and tueje EvTEEtfAts 

HiC Malabar Coast, on tiie west si tie- of 
S*L£g India, contains the; Native Protected 
ifafBPlb States of Travaneofe and Cochin. Cap* 
Comonn, the moat soudietri ptunt oi 
India, is in Travanchrtf ; the Cochin State is north 
of 'fVai'LineoFG- and Calicut, the capital of Brkislh 
Malabar (wlicncr “calico,” the stuff and the name}, 
is on the northern boundary of the Curb in State. 

At Calicut die Portuguese admird, Vosco da 
Gama, made la is first landing on an Indian coast 
Lh 140^. years after his discovery of the route 
from Western Europe to India by die Cape of Good 
Hope- 

the A ui ient ■ L kriilvt hj,— B ut, surely, the most 
striking discovery made by the daring Portuguese in 
B 




3 [bolAiy C^uisti a:*? Cif St. T^osEaS- 

IhisU pagan land w;ls the Christian* of St Thomas, 
The census of the two States iti 1EJOE gives their 
number us yf^ddo, and in those far-away times 
they might have been 1 hundred thousand. 

T hfir Vartans- N it tries . — bomelimes they have 
been called Ihc Christiana of I he Serf a. 3 This arose 
Jixsin die fact of llw:i living nt the foot of the 
Ghoul th. which rise to 9UEXJ0 feet high, and form 
the eastern boundary of TravgnoOre and Crx-hm. 
These “ mountains of God * bend their Welding 
arm, on the north, towards the Indian Ocean, which 
forms the western boundary : -and so the two Slates 
are set in a position which has, so far, sheltered 
than from suci.wMhfu] im usion. They arc, since 
r ^Ch ur 1 ■ 1 Vy ;il lied ti: Lhr British. 

They ure called St. Thr ChrUlianK because 

they claim the Apostle Saint Th Annas aft then 
spirit ua l father. Because their Script otes and their 
liturgies arc in Syriac (which, hy the way, wits the 
language of oar Blessed Saviour), or perhaps 
lierauKe tliey were reinforced from Syria in the 
ages gone by, they are called -Syrian Christians, 
Sometime?, again, they are known as NcsSurinns; 
and since tiM? year rdys. when they took the Jacobite 
Patriarch of Antioch as their head, they have been 
Jacobite Syrians, or, shortly, Jacobites, The?c 
names will bn duly eseptained later on, 

T hf\r Physiart S/irnts/Uttifig.r. — TravatKore- n.rd 
Cochin are countries bEesfc of (lie Creator- EteautduL 
with the ever-charming wn-rici}' of hdH and valleys, 
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rivers and fsdK^ anil a lon^ stretch of L^us^t, 
tilCV arc also endowed w ilEi n fertility begotten 
of the atptiosl equatorial s,ia: ;ai3<l the Eigmid el i male 
of the " mme «f tEtc frrtsLlest rain. 1 * The Inke^ 
known locally as " backwaters," ghe a navigable 
length of a hundred arid seventy miles parallel 




( illKlV.i. ll.ni l.L Oil l.lll.E! ' ' 1 1C ki ll , CaiTI iY-AW. 
^inn ! i-r-.-t"' :iati, anil isirzli ti ihs fan ur-iuiJ. 



with IEie: sen- TF»e whole territory is two hundred 
and fifty miles- long, with an average width of 
about fifty miles. The rainfall rs. z 50 to j^o inches, 
T Si fir ( hmrh Bkitilitigt.—'t raVIUh'Ont ami CtseliLiL 
have been always admired! l>v those who have hern 
Jtappy enough to visit them bccau-ve of their lovely 
tropical foliapc and picturesque scenery; and even to 
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those who realise that India is a " heathen land,' 1 
there is on this Malabar coast much In cheer 
Itieir hearti- One cf (he objects oflcnest seen is 
the Christian cross, a church, or a priest. The 
Syrians build LhcLr churches so that in profile one 
always aeci ihe pLweh, the nave, and the chance]. 
The chancel has Ijwu clashed as a flattened tower, 
being square, and always higher than (he nave, 
which, again, is always bghef than (he porch ; and 
though built towards the East, the chancel I welts an 
east window. The western wall in modern days 
is adorned with plastered pillars and pinnacles, 
after tbs Portuguese fashion, and always shining 
white- The porch is sometimes, hfty feet long, and 
is a place of general assembly and conrcrsation 
The roofs being red-tiled, the chPrehei make a 
brilliant show against the dark green of the pain? 
foliage amongsL which they stand. There :$ £ 
trOSft on every gable, nod one rises from the centre 
of the four -routed chancel lower, and often it is 
of wrought iron, in (he Tell. it: shape. In high relief 
yn the eastern and western walla of the church 
map be seen a cross supported by peacocks, and 
uceompanLed by various emblems, as wheels; and 
cm churchea that have at any time been under 
Roman influence, Alnlutfs of saints, cut in (he stone, 
and whitened, like the rest of Ihe uhurch, are found 
Outside stands, usually, a grand gnuriilc c:ross, often 
twenty f^et high, on a basement containing- small 
cups cut iri the stone to serve as lamps on days 
of saints, when jt may be illuminated.. A lofty 
wall of dark-red tolerile, wilh a good coping, 




Tk£ iKtlAU ChMSTIaN'S Of St. Thomas j 

Eurrmiods the churchyard j but (here Are— Or rather 
were, when the m issionancs fiist came m contact with 
the Syrians — no graves ; the "bones of the dead, 
after a year's bunal in the porch, used to be taken 
up and, thrown into a large dry well in a cotneT 
of the churchyard. A gate-hous* stands at the 
entrance of some churches, and there are often 
clergy -houses against the turroundiiig wall LnsLde. 
At the west cod of most churbhes, if not all, ta u 
jjallcry, in which visiting bishops or dtfg) 1 are 
expected to sleep, and there is a bed and w smalt 
detached wooden room for the chief guest. A brass 
lamp, in which a light ls always kept, hangs from 
the roof in the nave before the sanctuary. A veil 
is drawn across the chancel arch, and Lti the 
: ; :Lric( ufiry, which is approached by some stepsj 
(here is a atom: altar, white plastoted, with a wooden 
surface,, breast high, and wrmaoynted. by a wooden 
cross. In some churches are two altars on the 
north and south sides of the nave against the east. 

The priests arc generally dressed in white 
mtiocks. Fastened at the side and shoulder, girt 
at the w*mt with a black band t and they wear a 
black vilk or velvet cape They are always full 
bearded The bishop, or met ran, weais a crimson 
satin robe, a golden girdle, and a sort of low mitre 
of black silk, ornamented with crosses of beaten 
gold, and having a flap, which hangs down the 
back of the neck He also wears a pectoral cross, 
and 3t episcopal functions holds a pastoral staff, 
often of solid silver. 

I have spoken oF the crosses, and the churches. 
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;■ iid the priests to be seen inland, or along the 
lovely lwcitwiit«rs. Sonu^ of the latter are ilc-mn 
Syrians ; those for th-e most pari on the pea coast 
and the shores of the lagoons The Fortugpeae. 



A firj|r-li.:l [-*!ih L|hi4o-jiEh| -ai ib* ■' k-c!-jmic:! 1 S i.— i r- | ■ . .-.an 
Tttui Mam Tmiiw* Jill hk ftiffiupi; njiLlbifi |fe j 
a xt i ■ e but TfAini $oilr reewtfy— Iflw?. 

(L: -« h iu: du iiicn jjv.kc.l 

three or four hundred years ago, wesrc better able 
to coerce those who were on the water-ways than 
those living in the interior 41 among the moahtflins" 
as they ustti to say. 
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T hay Customs and IVfJT, — The- Roman native 
clirg^j always lf shaven and shorn," gcne/ailJy dress 
most unsuitably tor a moist, tropical climate, in 
shovel hats and black vassrjeka. The Jacobite priests 
until the arrival o-f the Palrianch, t 5 , wore white 
cassocks; now they wear mostly dark blue. l"he 
Reformers keep the ancient white rnbe^ with girdle, 
as before mentioned. Voll fan distinguish the 
people al-SO by tlsri r outward appearance AH the 
men have the upper part of the Ixidy uncovered. 
The " Romans” wear round their (seeks the s£afialar t 
a small picture on wliiLc calico, about :in inch 
square, nf the hladoorm and Child, or the Guardian 
Angel, etc ; and, on the reverse, a prayer, often in 
Trench, which they do- net understand. Ortc square 
hangs at the hack and one tn front. The non- 
Rurnai'i fiy'dana, Id Jag mostly on the ercst side of 
the lagoon, wcot, us all Llie ordinary natives, do, 
a white cotton rloilg, reaching tn tbe feet, find 
another thrown over the left shoulder Their heads 
ztc Ijlitv, uxL-ept when they arc at work in the suit; 
otherwise lhey carry umbrella, often the pa’in- 
lenf oit o-f the country, The head is shaved, as 
well as tbe face, about rurre a iittinlh, {Hindu* arc 
distinaiLsslinl by the sacred tuft, which i« the 
Malavalam crruEilry is wi mi in f.'vuf in a well-oiled 
togr-hnot. Moslems wc:u a white sltuil -lUp^ Phe 
Svrutnit are rsfifP roir-cuni pi twinned Syria rt women 

dress iti white, willl 1 w: 11 s': -cloth, which is doubled, 
and has a r isrirviiR. fan -shaped plfcat liuhind. Tlicy 
wear a jacket also, and, when tlicy appear in public, 
unread a large scpiarti of muslin over their heads, 
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which hides the hgwe ifid gives them a graceful 
appearance. Sometimes it has a gold berfdef. The 
feet in all cases are bare- Officials* teachets, and 
ctetks don turbans or caps and cotton jackets 
i Lu r Lng business hours. Very few men, I am glad 
to say, and no women, wear European clothes. 
The marriage badge is a tiny ornament of gold, 
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with a cross in go] den beads on it, and it hangs 
■frntn a string (tied hy the bridegroom) round the 
bridef* nock- On occusEons of Lereiftoniy, women and 
girls (well-to-do people always) dork them solve*, 
with necklaces of gold coins. Austrian or English, 
stifling together wadi gold beads alternating, from 
which at small Matter cross hangs on the breast. 
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Little chitdrcn run about quite nude, except fo: 
a stiver chain round the waist, with an ornament lit 
front. 

BaptitiUtrf Wn/iin. — Common Christian names 
pre G<Jot£c ^Ge* OirM^psa, \ .Lrugiia, Varks, etc.}. 
riif>iii;i:f 1 14 in i.-i, I hviiLnirm, I. mmu.ii}, Jiislci 
(Yoliainian, Lonan), Luke fLuLisa, Knshi}, Cyril 
(KutuwjI],i, Kuryan}, Matthew (Matthau Malt Inin, 
Mftl1.hu}, Joseph jYoseph, Auscp}, Jacob (Chakke), 
Peter ( Patron}, Kjh> (J^lma or Esau), Alexander 
(Chandy), Abrallaui (Avira), I saiae (itti, itlak), 
Isuac-Abjahiuii (ItlyernC imd most of the Gospel 
names. ’Women are MaTy (Mariam), AuhL ( ^}. 
Afh arahil-rb {’:}. Sarah, Elizabeth (E3i), Anna, 
Eunice (llnirhio Rebecca [Akka}, etc 




CHAPTER II. 

St. Thomas — ' Th£ Nhstokiakk— Rojil— 
Revolt 

The History ttj the Malabar Christians . — 
According In their own account* these ancient 
Christian* owe their existence to the Apostle St. 
Thomas* who they say preached the Gospel first 
Oil Ibe Eastern nr Coramantlel Coast, near what is 
new Madras, anti later on the Malabar Coast 
They believe that he conicrlttl many Fira nutans, 
ordained two presbyters or priests, built seven 
churches, and, returning to the east coast, was 
martyred. 

Their Decadence . — When the clergy ordnined by 
St. Thomas died, Lhn Church Toll into evil ways. 
Siimc <iF the eniieerts, under tEi^ strain of perseseut ion 
iLiid persuasion, relapsed intn Hinduism, tnd, 
according to the native account, sheir apostasy is 
connccled with the revival in South India of the 
worship of Siva, brought about, by n celebrated 
Hindu jnreiLcher named Mltnikn Yichakar. 

T h{jr Knnfarteiitetit. - 1 ■ They' wore once more: 
built up in the faith by the NcstOrian Cutholicos 1 

2 (h K, 3h1 tv-ril j k I ! h = rxIcincCb, i iii£ni.lj £iVfcrt E«i Hvht rfi-nl l:i-hi'ipB bjr 
llw i£iily I !li nr-rii. 

ED 




THE INDIAN CHUISTlANS 0^ ST. THOMAS II 



of Jerusalem, who sfft Joseph, a. bishop of Edcssa, 
with priests and, deacons* ind M'Wty faitidics* to 
revive theLr dynajj Christianity- The Syrians say 




UanxITFS Slam^ 

.Vtan three foe: hfili. -*11. ¥ J'ahl L-.r- L-m I '*e- It TEMipiis-n, 
£.iiii^ rr-.-nri -An N'/cnih -iirtnry ja_u. Hk- grae* k yapjrt<#ri 1 a fca 
all 1 m-j rat If! I Iq.- 7 i ofifre. | «niLii ?iiO 1 M Hfe ihu li lir*.p< ir til 
N"^y-4i*N iii >1 IJod >n cf ■' hni^lu aiyJ a.-c ■ :m the IUy illwM h 
ic stc Em-:- ■ef II wi "WIiG aiiitreil ilm |ui* rtf th* ■Lr-a^.*' 
Ilm ii n frrfinilt '•■Vih n! Pi. IMr« Jtr.i, M/.rrai 

to* puc it* 



this was in A.D. 345 , but we know, From copper 
documents in their possession, and granted in the 
eighth century (hat they received great privileges 
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and position from the dominant ruler in Southern 
India at the latter date. 

CitKisi-t-iian witA Persia . — The defective form of 
Christianity known as Nestor iamsm penetrated 
even into Chin* about th* sunt Lime, 73^ and to 
this date must lie Ascribed the crosses and 
inscriptions in the ancient Persian (or Pahlavi) 
character found in Cottayai'n, and at St. Thomas' 
Mount, Madras, places five hundred milm apart. 
TIhls language owns no inscription in Indi^ lutcr 
than the eighth century, The church tradition 
among the St. Thomas ChiLstLins records the arrival 
on the Malabar Coast, from time to time, of bishops 
from Persia and Asm Minor, beginning usth the 
year 3 jj. 

Conta- a u*iik f.Nrapeitns . — Our own King Alfred 
the Great, in fulfillment of a vow, sent 2 bishop 
to the tomb of 5 t Thomas in India more than a 
thousand years ago- (Of Ibis mure will be said 
berm f ter.) 5 or Marco Pbln, the famous Venetian 
traveller,. ft.D, ] ?y<iv and John de Marignolli, a 
Minorite friar. describe their meeting with 

these Syrian Christ ians. The newt name of note i? 
that of Vasco da Gama, before mentioned, in the 
year 140$. 

T A? Poriugnes e PrQtiitfiTSj— The astonishm# 
meeting of Christian brethren in a heathen land 
so unexpectedly must have been equally pleasing 
to the Portuguese and to the St Thomas Christians;: 
the adventurers find allies where they expected 
enemies, the fj.t. Thomas Christians, mighty 
protector^ Christian* like themselves, in lltc face 
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of the heathen and il uhammedans, from the LmUp-t 
of whom moth was to be feared It ran easily 
be supposed that Wh Syrians and Portu^irwe 
would fait in 3 ovc with on* another at first sight, 
without any hypocrisy. Never, it seems to me, 
did anything appear mane providential since 
Joseph's brethren went down mto heathen flgy fit 
and found in th* chief official of that world - 
empire a loving brother. 

Two Swprisft fvr iht Pottugaesf . — The pleasure 
of (lie European discoverers was, M»n to receive two 
shocks. These Indian Christians knew nothing of 
the Papal supremacy. Their Mother Qiureh, that 
of Babylon, with their Patriarch living a.t Mosul, 
in As in Minor, had never been subject to the Pope 
(or Palriarofa) of Romo. The Council of Nicea, 32J, 
bad divided alE bishoprics of the Church into five 
Patriarchates, of which old Ruine was first, and 
governed the west, mid thp remainder were those 
of new Rome (or Constant inople), Alexandria, 
Antioch, and Jerusalem. The sovtKpd surprise was 
that they were Nestor i-ans, that ts. Followers oF 
Ncstftriu's Patriarch of Constantinople, who was 
condemned by I he General Council of Ephesus (43 1 ) 
for denying the One Personality of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Ncstoritia held that Jesus was both God 
and Man, but asserted that the I>ei t y came upnn 
Hitn only at Elis fiaplism ; whereas, the- Itw faiLli 
is that Jesus was God even in the womb of His 
mother It must soon have appeared to the 
Portuguese a most sacred duty to reunite these 
erring ChrLstians to the fnilh of the Athanasian 
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Creed. Then, as the sixteenth century proceeded,, 
and the revolt in Europe from gns^riptorjl doctrine 
and from the Papal supremacy seemed permanent 
in England, France, Germany, Switreriand, and 
OlPrer European countries, what snore fittmg work 
for Roman Catholics than to bring (his Eastern 
Church to the Catholic Faith, and to the feet of 
the Popo. 1 

The intert'ourxc rtiurred hy these differences hud 
run a varied course for nearly a hundred years. 
E y this tune die Poftuguesc supremacy was attained 
in India. Goa, on the \Vest t oast, siKtccn decrees 
north, had become litrir capLto.1, the seat of the:r 
Archbishop, and I he heodrpd^ttern of the terrible 
JnqoiSLtLnn. The Jesuit Order had been established 
in Europe, and nvsi* actioe in Soath India. 

The Subjugation t<? tAt Pjifw of Roms.-- 
Ale*iu& do Meneics, the Archbishop of Cea, a 
Tesuit, and gifted with the characteristic astuteness 
and energy of that Order, determined to do die 
subjugating work, lie claimed chb Syrian Church 
as part of ihe patrimony of Rome, and summoned 
a Synod at Dia neper for l.’diLimpCrdr), near Cochin, 
In ho held In ijoy. Tikis l>y order of Pope 
Clement Yin, " to reduce them to I Sms obedience 
ref the Holy Roman riiinrti, und pui]gc out ihe 
heresies ami false doctrines Sown among them, and 
introduced bv (lie sdnsmatical prelates and 
KostotLan heretics that governed them tinder ihe 
obedience of the Patriarch of Babylon." 1 

1 The wurfb «r It; Jjuli indites;. Nt $' sit dUifth $ 

1654.. 
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In order Eo ensure success* the Archbishop 
Ordained so mony new clergy from among the 
Syrians that they fumed twothiids of the erne 
hundred and fl fty-ihree clergy of the Synod, and„ 
of course, carried uli the. decrees winch he had 
brought, utready iM-itteiL in his awn hand-writing,, 
to the -Synod As one would oitpe^t, their ancient 
Church views were condemned; they Ihftnselvea 
convicted, inmeiimes mistakenly, of evil practices - 
and tile Archbishop of Goa wtts accepted, as the 
head of die Syrian Church, under the Pope, Then 
Church Survire books, were altered to suit the 
Roman doctrine*, invaluable manuscripts of 
theology and church history, etc., were burned, 
and after ten months of strenuous ^siting and 
organizing tJic Archbishop returned to Goa. The 
Syrian Church sn Malabar was thus brought under 
Rnme r and continued its submission for half u 
century, with much ill-will on the pari of ih*r 
Syrians and tbftif leading archdeacon. Great war; 
the misery caused to the** pnew Indian Christian^, 
and no less than three of their bishops, in or 
through the Inquisition at Goa, cum* to violent 
ends. 

Tkf Sc parti Hurt fr&tit the Rvvttm ObiditHCe.' — 
In l6j^, roused t>j‘ the disappearanre of One of 
Ihnsn prelates, a Jacobite Patriarch from Antioch, 
styled Mar Ignatius (according- Eo tFi* Latin writers 
Jam and P^olo, burned at Goa), (be oppressed 
Christians assembled under their Artfcdeaecn 
Thomas, and at the church cross of MattaftshAri, 
near Cochin, they swore thud they would no longer 
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obey the Portuguese: bishops* and 2 layge party, 
amounting by the census of [got to & quarter 
of a million, has until recent years obeyed the 
Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch, about ^00,000 still 
doing so; the remainder being Hr; Formed,, under 
antonomoue biahujm. 
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CHAPTER III. 



More almamce with English— 

RUpTUItfi 

Tfu tAitttga front Hubyton to Antioch; from 
bitstvrixii to fact ) 'When the Fori ugueaijj in 
[399, brought about Ihc subjugation of the 
bTestorian yr -Sjri-^n Church of Malabar, the/ took 
measures to lender K lasting. Knowing that the 
Syrians looked to Babylon for metrans or bishops, 
I hey reasoned that if they could cut off the supply 
of bishops, the Syrians, being an episcopal Church, 
must perforce continue subject to Home or cease 
to Lc episcopal. Therefore the Portuguese land 
and sea forces watched every way by which 
Patriarchs of Babylon Or their depot ir* could Teach 
South India. If any landed, the Portuguese 
compelled them to swear allegiance to the Pope, 
when they might possibly admit them to the 
country, but sometimes they shipped them to 
Europe or to Cioa. The result was that no free 
Nes.1 oria n bishop could get into touch with the 
Syrians, and at length they were in great straits. 
However, in a Tacuhiie PaUiaTeh. of Jerusalem, 
Mar Gregor Jus, succeeded in effecting hi$ entrance 
into Malabar, and was gladly received by those 
who wouid not be obedient to Rome. To make 
sure of a succession of Oriental bishops they also 
C it 
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became Jacobites, Thus they adopted, unlikely 
though it Llip views, which were moat opposed 
lt> their &wn. Tamely., the belief that the Divine 
and Homan Natures lci our Lori were so united 
that there was but One Nature resulting, that is, 
the Godhead and Manhood mingled, to u« their 
own phrase, Uke wine and water," 

Or M 4^ >i \> p h jtiU - — H ereby they are guilty of 
" confounding the Substance " (Essence, or Being, 
or Natures) of Christ. Hence they are called 
MoxQpkysnzSt or those who hold ono only XaiUTft, 
Jacobites is another name applied to them, 
and is denied from a gTeat Mcmcphysite bishop 
of the sbelh century, named Mar Jacob. 1 This 
change was made the mote easily owing to 
the destruction of their Nestbnwfl boots at and 
after the Synod of 15§<J-. 

Mar Gregorius, the Syrian Patriarch of Jerusalem, 
who first introduced Mraiophysite doctrines into 
the Malabar Church, is slated by Paulino* a Roman 
friar about lyfly, to have been distinguished by the 
following doctrines; — 

q.^That the Pope and Nestor ins were both 
heretics- 

2 — That Antioch is the head *nd mother of 
the world. 

3. — Thai Christ had one nature, the Divine, 

3. — Ttml tbe Holy Spirit proceed* only from 
the Father. 

y — That there is- no purgatory, 

i OitU-uA 2)ti Hut «>i,r f at;, vcl. Lv. , chr.p 'Ini. •;![,), 
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Aft to the jj.it airlielfij it is not true -of Ihe present 
Jacobite*. As to 3 and d, information is- given 
elsewhere- 

I ft tiie- d irect contest with Rome the light of the 
$L Thomas Christiana was active, ciLij-urso.g, ;i,sLri 
long continued. The Syrians of that day w^re the 
best warriors in the country, and could put jOjQOG 
btavc soldiers in the £cld (Christianity it 
T ta'iHi*uvtc i Mackenzie, p 63, n. jj)- Once they 
necessitated iLic fortifying of Cochin by, the 
PortugnniM: In resist possible attack- The right, 
however, w»s one of moral force and Spiritual 
Opposition, and arms were seldom appealed to, 
For a long Ijjhc. having no bishops thcar ruling 
archdeacon, for several geoeratians, endured, 
plotted, su'Dinitted, and rebelled, s-trug^kng 
bravely for their Church liberty, and supported by 
Spirited laymen no less than by determined 
eattanars (priests). 

r kf turning uf tit English. — Meanwhile the 
Dutch, 1GG3, had taken Wilabar from the 

Portuguese, And they in their turn had to give 
way to the English n t/iJJ. This put the Jacobites 
in a position of freedom. In the providence of 
Cod, the Marquis of Wei Lesley in 1 &K 5 , when 
GovcrnOT-GenerLd <>f India, s^nt the Rev. Claudius 
Buchanan, D D„ Vice-ProvOSt of the College of 
Fort William, Calcutta, to make researches among 
these ancient Christians. Dr. Hue ha nan was kindly 
received by the outran then in power. Right glad 
was (he aged liishop to w-olcome a learned and 
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liberal priest who owed no j. 3 L-tjFia.n.^ce to tlic 
persecuting Church of Rome. 

The English hid just delivered Trav-aiKort and 
Cochin from the Tanga of Tippoo Sultan, the Tiger 
of Mysore The Mctr^n described the state of 
I ho Syrians is that of 3 " declining ChurtH" He 
welcomed the proptttit iop of Dr. Buchanan that the 
clergy should translate the Scriptures from Syriac, 
a dead language to the laity, into Mulayaiaru. the 
Indian langsmge spoken by the Syrians of Malabar; 
and, said he, with eagcrftHi. " I have already 
considered the subject, and havt deionnmed to 
superintend tlie wort myself. . It is a work 

which will illuminate these dart regions, and God 
will giw it Hi;i blessing." There was one Gospel 
already in the spoken language, namely. St 
Matthew, hut Lt was in imitigseript only 

Tht C'atning of tkt ' CfaffA Missionary Switt/s 
Missionaries.— The Syrian Mctnin nXpiested also 
that English clergy might Im: scut to help him and 
Ins people. This petition was lucked up by 
Colonel Mimro, tile llntish Resident *1 lire Courts 
of TravanctwiB and Oil'll in. Ten years after. m 
rSiC, ins prayer was angered by the arrival of 
the Rev, Thomas Niorfon, followed by the Rev, 
Benjamin Bailey, the Rev- Joseph Femi, and the 
Rev Henry Bilker, missionaries sunt by the Church 
Mission arv Society with instructions not to 
pr^Ktdytjjte from the aiSCWJit Church, but to 
C vn_ n p (T at r Tviih the Syrian bishops and clergy in 
every possible way, and to aim at bringing about 
a refociMtKin within the Church both of doctrines 
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and of morals^ and, if peraible, a friendly union 

of Churches. 

The hopes of ike Chimb Missionary Society . — ■ 
It will he interesting to quote here some of the 
"' inilrurtions " of the patent eorsimitlee of tltg 
Church Missionary Socieiy (0 the first missionaries. 
For in Eta nee, on i&th October, i8iy r when the Rev. 
Joseph Fcnn and Re <•'. l-lemy Ralcci were f caving 
for Travancore, a hey wire addressed as follows i— 

■' V«'113. .'i " ri'.n fin>l Pi ilC-v (lit 9tlllAK,l ii-:'ir I In- Sjru™, 111 I 

nr? no the m«( friendly lirin-i wkh i>.-= blibu|, iaJ rkijy, hy v.lmni 
1 1 1 ■/ h? ’■■■: i<en gliidly wckrtrrir.l Ii «j> :he u-yiiiiiiii :il 

Dr. UiJLhj.nun iKlt |L"W ' h 1 1 1 r S of Kni:l:V>_ c.£ 4 iM :i:,l It. i Viiimliil 
Cl-urr h tWpky her nil!.^ii^:* I 4 tici L ' J i.'lv:.,,! ij; ■ I ir iti ifcYl nrin£ 
MU* building u ■ '■ ' h'.- EULVtf !:■: I h ■o Syr.trt Uun-Triniiiiin in jliilkicti. ift 
'li'fl wr.lnl. 1 . fiil '1 IT. Jn:ll:i. VthCft lhh w.it. j.-riiiii-j.li-.lir:, Ik- 
&OIK„l±Hit L 1 1 : 1 1 l||nSir 1im:ilril>l !■ >|M -iii|[yl,y mj-^jiifiEiicy ii: r I ' -- 
EKKUkin ai rllL t!lbllilKj|-. fulfil UMuBg Uk- MllhBIkElhllfL ±AlL I'tglTlL. 
Gwr <lrfigh in icmliaE yea among ihv Sypliri i lifi--.ir.ii? is ihac you 
ilnmk! by «ncry tuiuM: nutm in yunr |in'Hi [Kinnuc iHuk &hj«l» 
■n Iiidii." 

We see fnluti tbtt ewlrswt (he aim of the Church 
Missionary Society. which was nothing different 
Et-um that of the Archbishop of Canterbury's 
Mission to llie Xostorian Christians in Asia Minor 
at the present tunc. Perhaps the Church Mission 
had the more definite object in seeking (0 bring 
about nit internal reformation of the ancient Church 
in Indiai; bet (here was no idea of proselytizing 
Then the committee went cn to set forth the Gospel 
doctrines whith tl* missionaries were to preach, 
namely, the rum of man by sin, and the complete 
redemption by Jesus Christ promised to the believer, 
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and the need of The sanctifying help of the Holy 
Ghost. The fo] tawing words of wi&dfrn aro worthy 
of being written iei tatters of gold : — 

“ Wc icuniiixiul you » iiVuiJ ilMiiiaiiHU and <lii|)v(in£> <in ilm 
mpfcriuus -TiiitciioTrt c ■ ■ 1 1 c <■ 1 1 ■ i ■ ■ 5; tin- Nmiu* n( Clui.i, wh di lirti 
divirfeed t “ 1 1 1 ..hi:-'. :iiJi rniu4 1h* Chin: tv:! ixT i In: Sait, !U*1 uiJiur 
CD kill litdr i:i!!.ji IO :lc pil.in .11. J in: |ii:i IJu .1 Ifciltlw id l!ir I ■ 1 1 ■• | : 1 - 1 
. . . Wc Uilnik wich Dr. Lluchar-iii iliiL ik= jHfrucJ nf ihn 

Ojiircfc >4.11 !h± ch± mexu c-f iiipplyief un&unt kir 

iiinurindinQ MiLimniolDD tnd ln-jihc:, eoumiLti." 

The Doctrines of ike Syrians at Malabar . — Since 
](j05 they had been Jaeohno Syrians, yielding their 
allegiance, as we have seen, to (tie Jacobite Patriarch 
of Antioch. As a Church, l hoy hold the Cr*erl of 
Constantinople, given in our CoqurpiftiOn Service, 
and called the gC Sieene Creed™ This was the belief 
of the Catholic Church before the ^estotLin and 
Jacobite errors began. In common, however, with 
the whole Euatem Church, they say it thus : 

" I believe Ert the Holy Ghost . . proceeding 
from the Father, lp omitting it tt tt the which 

in Latin ts *' FilioqKS? and hence called " the 
Filivqwe clause." But as they do hot deny that 
the Holy Spirit ,c rereiveth " from the Son. they 
(tally are, on this article of faith, as orthednK as 
the Churches, of England and Route Like the 
Church of Home (perhaps from the Church of 
Rome] they had acquired those doctrine which 
w* llirew ofF at the Reformation : " Purgatory 

, ■ worshipping and adoration of images and 
relics, and also invocation of saints/' In one 
respor.t they were "‘more noble” than the Roman 
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Churchy for they did honour to the Word of God, 
and welcomed it in the vernacular. They hold the 
threefold orders of bishopi, prjesl^ and deacons. 
They gave tilt wine-cup to the laity by dipping 
the wnfer into it. Sonic of their pictures are said 
to have represented the Father, though in former 
1 lines they refused to worship Images. 1 

The Evil Practices of ike Sftians of MalalutT.— 
We are thinking of the years (Sr? to 1837, when 
the missionaries had begun to work among them. 
Their chief errors, we may charitably say, w^r-e the 
result of ignorance of the Scriptures, and of 
mingling among the heathen A popular image, 
thf recipient of many offerings, was one of 11 fjt. 
George slaying the Dragon." Offerings to evil 
Spirits were common. Superstitious purifications of 
women, and feasts for the repose of the soad after 
death, made on the fortieth day, were practised. 
Owing to Roman influence, Lhe marriage of tho 
clergy had been dropped. Church brawls were 
frequent- During festivals men and women slept 
at night in the churches. The Kttrttbattn, or 
Euchariii, was celebrated for money: sometimes for 
the dead, and sometimes that salaries might be 
obtained, or other earthly benefits. Ordeal!^ as 
practised by the heathen, were followed. 

When we would picture the darkness of what 
their Metrart described is tSie "declining Church ” 
of St Thomas in the days before Buchanan and 
the missionaries appeared upon (he scene, we must 



1 !m( Apyerr.l in Ha -ilelnih, 
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imagine the stale of ignorance where there is no 
preaching of Cod's Word, no version of the 
Scrsptuxea for the people to read, non-preaching 
clergy, and ot Church hsu-rily ^ACaprd frnsn tliO 
pereecutifin and still surrounded hy dense, dark 
Roman ism, Reckon,, too, the fesrf ul atmosphere 
yf heuthenism where it has had its own way, and 
has added to die ordinary chains of caste ihe 
peculiar and galling fetters of atmospheric 
pollution, and, what has been not unjustly described 
as polyandry, the unnatural sort of marriage which 
curses the Travail core royal family. 

Tkt M issititsrui Method tf Werk far tke 
41 Syri^ni "— =Thc Rev. Joseph Feint, writing after 
his arrival io Travancoro, reports as follow? lb 
the Home Committee : "Mr IJnilcy has -secured, to 
a degree beyond what could lute been expected, 
Ihe confidence and esteem of the Syrian clergy 
and pfinplt:. This has been no easy matter. 
Their jealousy of inter FeniPtfSv and, above all, the 
licentious manners of the clergy, have concurred 
to render his situation one of peculiar delicacy and 
difficulty. . Many will raise every ■ obstacle 

in then power to the adoption of measures to 
restrain their corrupt manners." Speaking generally 
of [he people, he says : 41 They are greatly superior 
■it q{ n i ■:> r :i 1 prjnyipin and feeling to their 

neighbours, and in.stuncc^ of dishooftty stc rare 
among them," He al*o flfflirneod* llieir Hl fortitude 
and. patience for suffering:." Under another head he 
thinks it would be good for the missionaries to 
have a chapel for their own worship, remarking 
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11 not that we wlsK to mLposc any of -our ceremonies 
upon them, much Jess to. identify them with the 
English Church, but a mode] is necessary for them 
in ttus attempt at reformation. . . . Independently, 
tJien, of the Sunday service, we think it will be 
productive of advantage to observe all the festivals 
and ft^t* of ovr Church, and the weekly and 
occasional twrvirrs’ 1 

The Rev Thomas. Nortotij the first naiasridhttry, 
was stationed at Alleppey, the chief seaport of 
Tra. van core, and worked on the translation of the 
Bible, and preached to the heathen The other 
IhTet; lived st Cottayam, eighteen miles away, and 
across ilw* bafkwaLer. Mr. Bailey was the chief 
translator of the Scriptures ; the four Gospels had 
been printed and published at Bombay in l&tt, 
through the aid ,of OfindLu* Buchanan, and at the 
cost of the Bible Society. The translation was, for 
Its Ume, a wonderful thing, the work nf the Syrian 
clergy themselves; but the book produced was a 
big quart® volume, the language was unidiojftdic, 
and the type very clumsy. Still it must have been 
a gTcai blessing 1o the Malabar Syrians Mr, Fenn 
(aught the dwcona in a college established at 
Cottayam by the British Resident. Mr. Baker's: 
work was the establishing of village schools and 
kmernting among - the Syrians The- missionaries 
werft very careful not to make proselyte^; in fact, 
lh ls the eli if f article of the 

instructions to them. All their doings were w-ifh 
the approval of the Syrian Mftran, and even their 
English children were baptised in the Syrian 




i 6 The Indian Christians or St. Thomas 



churchy f-oy they hid none of their own. They 
preached at ehiirch. .^fervias and cm public occasionsj 
and went nil i ruing tj leaven the ancient Church 
with a peteeptiorL of the hearties of primitive 
doctnne and refcmried practices-, Apparently the 
only eUert that was quite successful was that for 
the resn trcduct ion of marriage among the clergy, 
and this was brought about by the offer on the 
part of the British Resident of special dowries 
to 'he first women who would accept priests aa 
husbands, The women were at this time super- 
stitiously afraid to marry priests; but there is a 
particular and honourable name in nse fur ;s priest's 
wife — namely, EkrsHtima (Syriac^ <n witness to th«ir 
ancient customs- Four claimed the four hundred 
rupees. offered, nnd when others saw the happiness 
of the first clerical marriages they followed the 
example, and the custom has gone on ever since 
Ftiscgufewi t nd Suspnaftt. — The work ot the 
missionaricSi and of those who came out from 
England to help or succeed them, was patiently 
continued for twenty years. So close was the 
connection that certain properties wet* ■ held in 
common between the MnLrnn and the missionaries, 
under carefully defined rules, for the purpose of 
the work. $MCh iWi the toltayam College and its 
endowments. But the favouring Metran passed 
away, and his successors were less friendly. 
Marry of the priests became opposed to reform. 
New missionaries were perhaps too precipitate and 
unreasonably dissatisfied with the results attained 
by the patient labour; of the older fflittiMUintlv 
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Tkt Kupiitre, — Anyhow, it wa* found necessary 
for the missionaries to separate from the Syrians, 
and turn to the heathen, £ or the ancient Christians, 
in tSj5, held a council a t MavelUtara, a large 
Syrian town, and were compelled by tiro Metfan 
to take an oath that they would " have no intercourse 
whatever with the Church iJURsionarL-c^’' and the 
young clergy were prohibited from attending the 
college, the Met run altogether withdrawing tui 
permission and support from the missionaries. To 
tompEete the separatum, which, on the part nf the 
miwiortarie*, loot plara in [Eljy, the Indian 
Government, in iS(j.0s sanctioned an arbitration 
committee, which divided die properly hitherto 
jointly held, the Church Missionary Society and 
the .Mftrao getting the propel which severally 
were theirs, nr committed to diem as trustees for 
the benefit of the Syrians, 




CHAPTER IV. 

Tjje Remnant— A VVvclii— ' Thk RtiPtutMaTios' 

The Unexpected Result . — Can Anything fct 
conceived more saddening for the Ctionrh 
Missionaries and llic Herne Society ? Their wert 
for the Syrians was closed, but not one of the 
clergy seemed lo have come forward as u hearty 
reformer And (lie people, tor\ seemed as if they 
" loved to have it so.’ 1 It whs like the reception 
of our Lord nnri IIls Apostles at the hands of the 
Jewish Church lint some of the Syrians had 
imbibed a love for ihc missionaries. They valued 
the doctrines which they taught, and the expositions 
of the Holy Scriptures, and the use of prayers in 
the vernacular. When, therefore, the missionaries 
went forth to the heathen, some hundreds of the 
Syrians went with them, and supplied the men 
necessary for catechists, sc honl masters, and clerks. 

.'I Mrjnyt . — It is hard now to realise the bitterness 
of the immense majority of the Syrruns who 
remained and sympathised with the lletran. The 
following, taken from Ragsler’-. T&? Bible vf Every 
L/ittii. speaks volumes : — ■ 

Sunic yojrs nyn. * Syrian njunul Cuiinrhn un iwlnimrvl iWim 
* Tnrwt siiifinl 'ipnrw of life I A' x sloly nf llic ■ri-A<.| , cli. 1 at 

wT|itl| | ik | nKlPul ftm» (Pr. 1, |: ■ . | -. | - 1 ^ ft 

2 : K I ! !.c r niAH, a 1 4 n il OAei 1. hlfl vri'rliLly, rn'.H.liili!!, 2 III! -^|f 
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Tii ■■»■■! i nod "twp*n ihi of <iur 1 -iynJ Jenro -ChiBt 

w |h 3 :*ih'-ili-iiiil r ucil, Util U^Jiir* n;liki:li Id be uilMaed. Hi 
wi.i i|ulir «aideu nf lArlujif ±maJudKKi r utd Kiry time* ctl'iiied 
p«,->ini>ry I ravelling penn.leu, tnd onL:r:ed Is live- oat 

»t^I tlrtu. L3ot* much he siilierfc lb: Christ crinnoi be known-. Tor 
be new: ii-vmIsC inch iuhu-is lie wr.s |-r(.ictinii in KimnAnkukwi 
In rair wAdi': iii opposer nf Ike truliri, a Syrim, uen‘. home |'rr a 
knit, j.yd nibbed CuFiathu thEnpjjh Ihe hen it, Willi a ppjir to 
ii«d not is Icy Ltais sin to Ibe rlurjjt rf It* nrtrfmqr, Orutlui 
lenmeducely Tel] ! ifel^-s* """ 




Till! IktKtrAII, KV!l5f>**VJ-AU| l-'i Namvk Couiiis, 



MKkViDtf M:ni*-c i'** »U#rr|. 

A Syrian Wydif.—' What wonder i i th* («ly 
ChLuvh ilissimiaries wore inclined ta despair of the 
Syrian Church? Uni, whether they knew it nr not, 
they ligd begun, even for the ancient Church, a 
good work. 

Asnong the pro Fes-sors, or Jtl alpine in the 
Cottayam College was- the pious K-attenar, cr priest, 
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Abraham, whose eottifor table hoflie w^s south-east 
of Cottayarnc on the high banks of the luvpfy 
river Rinni. Malpin Abraham sympathized with 
the !LpiriliL;tl a mi:-: of the ra las i on aries, and when, 
cm the breaking up of th* coalition between the 
missionaries and the Syrian MttrMt he ret tuned 
Co his home and polish of Slaramammi he began 
to carry oot the principles which lie at the very 
root of all religious reform by conducting the 
worship of God and preaching in a tongue 
understood of the people. Among other things 
insisted upon by Malpan Abrahant, and introduced 
so far as his influence went, certainty irt his own 
parish,, were the restoration of Holy Communion 
in both kinds, and communicating the people during 
service. Hi protested against masses for the dead 
and masses performed for money (within recent 
years a heathen paid a fee to hnvo the Eucharistic 
Sacrament celebrated to procure him an appoint- 
ment], Prayers l* the saints he declared to be 
aidless. In fact h he was the Wyeltf of the Syrian 
Church, in Malabar. 

The W«rh amongst the Heathen . — Meanwhile 
missionary wcr-k went on apace among the 
worshippers of the foul deities of Hinduism (the 
high castes] and among Lhe down-trtfckteP nsid 
degraded devil-worsbtppcrs (or low castes) of the 
country — notably, the Rev. Joseph Feet’s work 
among the Cbogans or palm tree cultivators of 
Mauclikara and the southern part; the Rev, 
Henry Hiker (Junior's) work among the hill men 
east of Cottayam ; and that of the Rev. John 
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Hcwknrorth at Mall&palli and Tiruwetla for the 
^ slaves* the- " polluting " FutiyonSj in the rice-fields. 
The states of Tiavucane and Cochin are "wad 
upon, their idols,"’ The country is a survival 
of " old '' India, having never been overrun by 
Moslem in^adirt- The Syrian Church had paid 
a very high p*ricc for Hindu toleration. She gave 
u-p the power to witness for her Lord, she gathered 
no* with Him, and so she barely Lived as a caste 
among the castes ; no* aa a Christian Church — a 
lamp set on a lamp-stand, hut as a light hidden 
under a buahcl — salt that had lost its softness 
The Jacobite Syrians, to wlioipi the m Lssionartes 
tame, had indeed passed by the heathen on the 
other side. In those old days die bell of 
Mavelikura church was never rang for fear of doing 
a discourtesy to the Goddess of Blood in the 
teiuplc hard by! Now they saw converts, if but 
a. ftw, from influential castes, and multitudes from 
among the others, all over the low country. In 
(3^8 work began among the hill-men, but the lowest 
depth was. reached when, in [^54, (he Fulayans 
?_or pc 7l liters) — down-tro 64 «n a'nrveb, 10A 

sold like cattle— -were sought out by (he Church 
Missionary Society's missionaries, pastors, and 



catechists. 




Jj if Syrians desire (A* Gospel — The Syrians saw 
longrcgaHem being formed, stone churches built, 
tative clergy ordained, the latter mostly if not 
iltog^tker from (he 
nissiOrtaries. Then the 
he truth began to desire 
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fill to I bo Sc whom they bad. 5 Homed to remain 
idolaters and demon-worshippers, Tliey desired, 
in factj to be fed. with the bread whicEt the poor 
*' slaves ,J had in sueh plenty. Otic after another 
rose u.p who spoke oF these things and eu I Li rated 
friendly relations with Church Missionary SoeEety 
ns live nlergy an d miaakunaries. 

Hit w Rffvrut Crew. — Boys, of whom hundreds 
wore educated in Cottayam College, the chief school 
of the Mission, were led to love she Gospel of the 

Blessed trod. The message i :■ m l; I il the 

vernacular inrhool-S ; even the Maharajah appointed 
a Christian to teach the CT&pel in hss college where 
Syrian yotiLhs came bo leam Colporteurs and 
catechists s|>read the printed Word ill over the 
country. Thus it earn* to pass that some Syrian 
clergy begun to preach to the people m Malaya lam, 
and the Scrips 1 1 res were read in SyrEai) homes and 
group* of families. Girls were taught in the 
Missionary hoardirtg-Khnoti " English ' being a 
paying article, and University degrees valuable. 
Some Syrian students went lo the Free Church 
College, M adriUK and the ku jail's colleges at 
Tievandrum, the capital of Tmv.wonc, and at 
Eniiikviain, tlif: capital of Malice Cothin. Every- 
where they I'snif in contact with nefomned 
Christianity, and were inspired with admiration 
Fur lIs Sift; and liberty. 

.Vo Prwrtylisiri .^ In all my thirty-frie years" 
CKperieiAe -uf Malabar, I do Hot remember nne 
Syrian choosing to become a Rnmnrr Catholic, nor 
prosclytism, eitlser by the Church Missionary 
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Society,. the London Missionary Society, or tEi# 
Tfw Kirk r Madras; net to speak of tl* llaacJ 
Evanijeticsl Mission in Malabar, wuh which sonn* 
oF the Syrians came m contact 1 dt? not mean 
to say that KiiiL'fl no Syrians hove ty-ieme 



Thi: ]kak kic HEino*c It Kill Rriroae. h»h LIlhM, Coot ayah. 

rrairirTTViTjl'? ihm [cr>t rjlp.Afl. b&a irhu- ra-k*tl ftf c bt 

( Srriili MdvhK Ualh^nliin t'i'= «n. Hiker (wniorh i|H; »» Henry lljkrr. 
Il+j: ned 5t.il y rVuWH H-iImi k. iKS 

Anjfljcani- It must be (hal ifrerrtua Lilies of thli 
kind sJiouEd occur, especially when marriages take 
place t^tween members of the different churches; 
hul what I would have remembered is that whenever 
a Syrian individual or family desired to join the 
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Church M is-atonaxy Society — Hie Oftly Anglican 
society At work in Travancort — the invariable 
advitc of the Church missionaries has been : 
" Keep to your own ChPTth, and share any fresh 
light you have recti ved, any new kncwled}^ of 
Cod r or of peace through Oninr. which you have 
gained^ with your own people." In this way the 
desire for reformation spread timing the Syrians, 
until a Str&Pg Reform Movement was seen to 
and develop in many quarters. 




CHAPTER. V. 

A Rhtbluihg MetkOi'OI.itah — An 

EXCOMMUNICATING PATEIaBCH 

The Ref^Ttnaiion finds -,i Bishop StS Leader . — 
When the missionaries first came to the aid of the 
St- Thomas Christians it was at the request of a 
Syrian Bishop, and when the friendly relations 
were severed it *34 by the hostile action of another 
Bishop ■ and it is quit* in keeping with all the 
history of the Syrian Church that the Reformation 
should he made or marred by a Bishop 

Mar A tk» rmirut . — Tb e Reforming movement on 
the part, of the Syrian clergy had begun, we saw, 
with the beginning of the work among the heathen. 
It was carried on during the episcopate of Mar 
Athanasius. The Vtwy demands that «C should 
give a Sketch of his life, 

We have irientJoncd the former prof ease* at the 
otd college, who became the Wyclif of Malabar. 
He had two pupils (fcmrn in ifhS), and very 
promising as ft-ttidents. 

George MtJtthnn.—A Syrian hffomtt the firs! 
Anglican Minister. — One- was his nephew, Matthew, 
and the other a oertain Georg* Matthau. When 
th* split took place between the missionaries and 
the new M*trap both Matthew and George Matthau 

& 
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were oxcinminu ideated by their Bishop, arid, as it 
was only on act tut tit of their sympathy with the 
■uoioa tries* tbe Latter took them up and sent thrm 
tu the Church Missionary Society's Institution at 
Madras to complete their education for the ministry. 

Their careers illustrate the way it fcometimes 
pleases the Divine Head of the Church to cany 
out Hij; own purposes. George Matthan, dcspaiirmg 
of any reformation, or moved with pity for the 
heathen, and partly, perhaps, for hi-S own spiritual 
gried, cast in his Lot with the missionaries and 
was tventuaLly ordained the best Malayalam 
clergyman of the AngliCirt. Church, and, after a 
Life of much usefulness and fruitbearing, entered 
into rest in the year i£jO, leaving behind him 
some valuable literary wodta. ■ 

DfMvn Mattkn i'V Cttttt-- -Deacon Matthew 
committed a breach of rules by using translations 
{^nibs 1 ') iilt his prepa ratmn of work, and had 
to leave the Madras Institution. 

It is not my purpose to dwell upon the various 
details of his adventurous career, it must for the 
present suffice to Say that he went to Antioch, in 
Syria, with letters from his people to the JaeobLtc 
Patriarch, who made him full priest, and then 
consecrated him Mclnan, arwi sent him back to 
Malabar in the year 1843 10 ruJn over the Syrian 
Church- 

" I will yet Hive to ph»cfc out the weeds by the 
roots, and reduce our Church to its pristine purity 
and simplicity of faith* were the inspiring word* 
which he uttered in the teeth of the eBcommunication 
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under which he had gone to Syria] afld haw lie 
had returned with the necessary power, and 
singularly fitted Jot so high a work, had been 
a Consistently good man- He had received a 
capita! English education, and was a competent 
Syriac scholar, and while in Antioch had acquired 
a knowledge of Arabic- He -also knew the Truth, 
But, alas I his actions as Bishop belied his fine 
words. 

An Ungodly Met ran, — Contrary to the advice of 
bis uncle, the reforming Malpan Abraham, he went 
to Haw jgaiiifif Ihc Motion already in power] he 
OppO*td reform in every possible way, and his life 
wj3 narked by «-■ niuili ungodliiuess that the aged 
Reformer, y, lien rm hi* death-bed in ]&4£, refused 
the Eucharist at such unholy hands, preferring the 
help of humbler but better priests, and -SO Mai pan 
Abraham, the father of the Syrian Reformation, 
fell asleep in Jesus at the early age of fifty-one, 
tus end saddened by the failure of many hope*. 

The Reformation, however, was not dead, and 
the light of the Gospel was held forth by worthy 
Kattnnars or priests who succeeded him at 
Micamaunu and in its neighbourhood. 

(The present reforming Mtfran, Titus Mir Thama,. 
and bis two predecessors, arc of the same family.) 

Ji/!£a£Kfzird .:7F ilf fi rn p pl/t hot. — H i s nephew, known 
henceforth as Mar Athanasius Matthew, persevered 
in his litigation until, in iSjfn recognised as head 
of the Syrian Church in TnvaneoH and Cochin 
by the British Resident and the native princes, be 
rould rule his diocese without a rival 
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His iii.ni new was directed towards coned iatLon, 
ajid there was fw several yean small hope of 
«f&fmatLon in his. owfl ] Lfe or in the practices of 
hii Church. 

Hii Rfpmtttitce- — Eventually, however, he gave 
up all bis evil doipg^ moved to repentance, I 
have heard, by the godly counsels and warnings 
of a brother Htshop, Dr Mi bun. the Metropolitan 
of all India, in about tS^ or a little earlier 

f can bear testiniOPy^as from i&;t until 16/;, 
when he died, we were neighbours in. Cottsyan— 
that Ilia latter years were exemplary, and he did 
set"[hiniAelf to reform the Church, but his efforts 
were marred by his too nAute attempts to please 
both the Rc-formc::* and their tflWbi Me would 
say tlie prayers m Syriac, when Sladl was the 
practice of ihe Kattanars whose churches he might 
happen to be visiting, although In his own chapd 
and among the growing; number of Reformers he 
preferred the vernacular, 

Hij Suf/tfrgdti and SKttessar . — During Lus li fettme 
he conscciated to be his Suffragan a cousin. Mar 
Thomas Athanasius, who, on his succeeding to the 
episcopal throne as Metropolitan m to j!“, was 
honoured and encouraged by the Loyally of the 
reforming clergy and Laity among his people. 

Rival Partin ,— Then there was a Mel ran who 
Led those opposed to reformation. He top had been 
consecrated by the Jacobite Patriarch, and took 
the name of Mat Dionysius V. Thus the Syrian 
Church— -that is, I he non- Roman section — was seen 
with two panics struggling for the mastery and 
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ioi the possession of tEse chtircho, tNir properties, 
and endowments. The contest had cuiric m 3 head 
in 1875, '.vEll’n the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch 
ki ■:.: L 1 3 ra 1 1 y visile'.] TtAf&nCWfl :it the rOf|j£Sl of the: 
n on- Rc f ormers, and set on foot lawsuits in the 
Hindu courts to deprive Mar Athanasius Matthew 
of any authority he had received from the former 
Patriatvih, or from the British Itesident and the 
Native Governments; and wt^n the Patriarch oiace 
more returned to Antioch, lie left behind hint s* tin 
Bishops, of whom he had consecrated si^, to 
continue the struggle and reduce the Syrian Church 
completely to his obedience. He also ox-com- 
irniriicaled the Reforming Mptnin. 

The factions were known among themselves as 
the 11 Patriarch's Party rl and the Motrin's," The 
itruffflo narrowed itself to the question : Shall 

ths Church remain under the Patriarch of Antioch 
and v-nre formed, or shall il break loose and have 
no foreign head ? Thus things wenf on to a state 
■of active warfare It was 1 ike living in England 
in the SLKtec.nlh century. Parishes were divided 
among tFifcnsrU'ee,. one pa rt of the parish dergy being 
for and another against reformation. Families too, 
were rent asunder, and it was once more seen what 
Our Lord meant when He Slid that He came not 
to send peace, but a sword. 

DtatA ftttd Pastoral of Mar Athanasius il iattktw. 
— In [877 the Reforming Melmrt, Mar Athanaaius 
Matthew, as we have said above, died. He was 
ill for wmt months* suffering much from the 
poisonous effects of a rat's bite, Shortly before bis 





Kjvan nui UonrAT^H. 

OltrM ji JJ ■ ■-+ IMflls "*i\ *iih (HnitKW*. 




THE JND1AN CHRISTIANS OF ST, THOMAS 4J 

death he Adri^cLAtLi the following Pastoral, an 
M to hiA flrtclbj tsfiodiug a copy to each 

chifrcll : — 



Te S\t k' .' ,' |± r , l'."cj rd-tei, I ': u r i .h i it r d i‘.';r , j.?i I\f b r r rru: PIT l- ;■ rf qj 

tie - — - t'AnrnrA. 

Hl Grjwti pence, arv| all bits si eg from Owl lhe Farter ini the 
i-^T=l Jv'Wi Christ be -n-jhli 1 TM nil. 

hiiLDVcsi CuiLuitif,-— ' VL'e think. liter I i-ml Lbnc E|* i ht»e, 
■jL t l t and Appointed ua, who me weak and sjaIuI, il be jewr 
Bi-slmp jw.| <;wrru.dly Id (pwn pu, whom out laird. Jeius ihe 
Me-vns.li Ihi redeemed n-Hlh Hm ™h most pre bond, and who 
tie ite |ini|>lr id Hit pnttwrr anil ibe sheep Ifir hand. 

“The ,1s vs nl the ie:iti ill aut |irlijr> are nikiy T»iri t snd 

now Gud li:mny put It inlo -nu j U„:te£hit 10 imuik-j that ihe 
Itme -ard xj»n cl ouj pmcing nhh this e.iiihh lahernade, add 
deputing 10 iiBF 1 leaver ly h jlln i :ue l:i hC apijriMi'liinp , liLjp lr:mi 

our comb ad si'hn«ii r n-jide the; :i> cue final Itliet in yntk, and 
iherrhe bkl juu -Inrewrll before iMi our bwlr, wliHh. k the 
nrthiy tsberiKielp brnk' up- We eomuiit -put spHrtf into Lhe 

Alnnplily hninks Hjt I hr I.ih.I Meiwiali, Avar tiiviiJuT, Who laid 
■ran a lliv Isle Iae Flu stern. And we pel Ail: linil Ouse tn Him ihat 
He will Like us Into lhe LltiiI of Lliose who, bait gnibed victory. 
Bird thst lie will jive ur nr tnlierLlasce in- the heavenly Jens-nlem 
ih.il n-e tnny p**i»e> »H(h those n-bo ire nbirre in flary 
" Beloved,, you Isl* fully known (be Erpoul 4 l Lh* dtwtrln** 
ihulh svt, whi Are Weak aeSkJ sinful, IeAiii ike |jrnf of cjnr 

eLlesiitC jpen Lhe epikcojincy lSoa n la this present Ja> haw 
preached sud expounded tu vntt. Tint there is Bolting ir Lhem 
which ii stt.ijr^e w oar o»i cm» be dearly discovered hr evrjy 
iti who irrmlil comp-iic thor- with Ike jiv* werd c-r (1-od, which 

n-.j kelh niw 111 Q (Jiniile .mil rnl^liiene t|i ihf eye u, arcl irtirh is 
iii^re w bt (t™rM thnin nsiii-, osi in iimio ib t*nt It U 

' iWetLer :iixi Ilian li.niry nWiI the Inxmevru-iiib . 1 Okl rlii Alrrn iMk 

the Lard, we esibart yau ijur. lo aland fiin oa the true nock 
Ihel hnft been nreirlie'! 10 you so 1b*L you eeiiLer fartnhe ite 
path of lioih tint fse titludtvl ht Saiin, tntj. i !"_it jou. jAay te 
cm-Weil (or ili pu.1 roar entire trust Jn Lhe gisee □( Gad. In Ike 
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Dime d> the ].mh we ask ycur Jii!|>i% enev. i I he Imvr affeode d my 
oF you, rithet tv ivMrJ, dted, or it iter. Deae ChilJete, wye ifininJ 
yiw gjirays to Temrm'brr the words of the Bible, Ait lot days oF 
«ii* wff M jjfiiii ami qn ihun flnnrps oF (he field, Where are the 

ffii|j hLV dF Lhe warld^ :i3E Llic inine.i rch* |>I I He rirtli mill 

ils wide men f All lute pined twiy aodardtng cn [hen :luyi a ad 
Ctncrr, Flans Therefore advise mil admenu-h y«i that 

helieriog fo (he Lnr'l F,[rs:- ; aTi h >b died ter ml uni arid me 
qp-rn fw hJmt jinsi ificiiwp , dkI Whn by Eiii Treuireplion Eui 10 n- 
■gueeed the wadd nr.: I iln; iln.il, ,*ad hm tikrn uwiy mb, y-nu 
ihojld seiist ihnic e nr nun, [he iriutil, (lift fl«h, utkl ihe devIL, 
and. heiTlily yield yrur soldi a?,J bodies "hb ilL your n. iiv.F.tr-; 
■"■holly for His pbry *nd sendee. This may bo aur farewell 
and! final rummy I Id job- May llw l^rd lie Wcwiph, 
Wild it K ir^ :i r Kmims a.nd Iai id .a 1 ,:ir:li . Bud |p Whom sally 
heltingeah power, i:',i.;estv. indl (flory, and Who is sir I-iftfc dl Lhe 
teihe oF Judah, and she Bridef [nurn id Hnly 3 £i 4 fi, vaueh-tiJe to 
grint you She spirit or Flu aiLsiptidn, add keep ynu safe order 
Hij hofy keeping- that ye may also Blind uiiS us up Hie right 
linrrl in sbe pi-r:ii i!a p dl Hi-, ma stired as ion «Ssn He *Ii:i 1 I nfrpOpf 
wiili [he ten iboiuind-s ol lias Holy A reels, 

“ la '.orcLusich we her uF yon Id u*tr piayei hat ns. La God 
withouL ceasing-. that ore riusy 1 brii pi.iar.nLly Lhe pairs, lulls, and 
mxieLies Lhnt nRiii ns u r - unr hnl of airknesi ; tln i lhe needful 
enmForlj peare, rissnjjih may be (noted. So us, and ikn 4 W 
soul nsqT bs hepe Ft 4 1 1 1 eh* uoles untl snares of Satisn lyaLil she 
jinimriiL nr i:-jr ikie biemh ; mill ills a [hat tile reinniaL-au MiiLlil'iei, 
Lina r .ay he pesFeeserl in us hr His Holy Kpmi. 

“ Glory be fo the FathntT, lbs Spa, m,i ildy Ghost, tlir TA** 
C"-J i and ill His blessiwe*. and g iices be wUb ytiu ill " 

.f/.rnZrJJA'il.'J fAairj-h, tnl* Jniy, l8py, 




chapter vl 

The Reeokmehs Win Truth lose 
Lawsuits 

A Circular of the R ffcrmirs.—T com the following 
cittnOnr, which I have tfinslaLcc out of the 
Ma Layalam Original. w* «k the Spirit 0 f til* 
Reformers when, thecr beloved and indomitable 
Metropolitan waa taken hom them. We should 
also nctint that they distinctly steRJrfite thefflseivt* 
from the errors of the Hestorians and Jacobites^, 
t Finis usociating themselves with Catholics holding 
the deem? of tit* four G*nepn] Church Councils. 

“ Tbe ] Li:-jy Church af Llie Apfitle Si Thomas in Miljhar to 
Jill it; biethreTi in she D «ew Orrt^iirp 

■ OuilT Rp)J(tVHl.- — Th/r Wihnl' iltTa-Hlr an Ibinjjp. rnlifginu-i :i ti 1 1 
lempor-il ihnt ba^r lii|i|irnr:l lh Vui wiftil Ckuifh, whkh i" poin< 
Qf - 1_; r (I irtfriEuTr l-j u o t-hiirOJi in -Olti±i^ Li lnlh, f : I 11 I" hr c-uiv |kr- 
■rpiTtil, And n« IdMwn :o alt the tpiritsAiIlT newl s mi pi mil Ip 

mlifJiceneil. Ji Li ■*■ alLhau^h th rough I he preach nfj ad Lhe Wcid 

<if 0 <t:l kt she present time Scii.pl uiai kAwlHtfe, Lhe fear ol rlo.l. 
ind htndjed thing's nre more nr ie« l;:ii ni ny ^ruund in all our 
parish**, jemwinjjtodw- inLi-trriplurnI tc’fbirp n~el ■■ii;-i r-.iiimu:-. 
p outlets hrcughi in by the McMorinns, the Batugues* A:ul ibe 
Jieabita, hy whirTi mtny are Mill Fettrrpl h lhe n*ifiicti , p -nf Lhe 
Church nse in th* Light. I decree bcmnf la tail Ihil ibrm? r>ii 
be- upro&ud, unJ last ;bt Church may he «i 4 ablish*d in ihe lauili 

At long »i fields lu Nilow il it- impossible tp- ilo Ihcm m-m* harm, 

although the- owner* be dills, hul when -cnee lhe toil U |Mrpa.reH 
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und the we<l town, «■■>■• rm? may ileitroy it, and L:^ln miy ruin the 
ipiinf.'ing cwn, J+t all 111* tit"5 IWk*i*-wi rnoj nfi trio* whetlte 
ifcry **il* >$0 ■.liiLr -uur Olnanh by uprrfonnwl llww u» 

ii-j ilrrd ah Ilia |jm,I >>l !'■ I ■ : ■ i. ■ ■ ■ L Lik nviL kpiiil 5 I -j h r : : 1 1 ! i 1 1 ' jfc K 

lhou;j'ti for the- n:o>L [.■? rt vt were sJul, but nnw ihnc lit have 
beS'in to r«lurni. enemies from lit [ftfi's li.i»i«n :b d: d roy Ihe Church. 
Fiwi <w upmiier f(i*r » putty wiili mperMUirar byiiociKtiti ami 

jnSlneII urul LilidilLOli:,, Uhl ItCI-.l MIL :i|::iriii:c :| jjrLrr Hue wl- li iii|( 
1 |llutn i;:i 1T1, ijul FliiIIi <i|^Hltril til CPU* rriiljion 1 FimI k :■[■:■ ill, 

aTollie-r pirlji not ir-. rr I ■ iuhw trum ihe Lrutli ol ihe Dibit, but 
niminp lo uyerlbrnw it hjr unstTi|i$trrii iralrrprttnlionii revel ml ionw . 1 
:ind dcgiHHi, Iking .1: nnhliuxli yvIlIi El-II iiilmL IO .IelIihy Li Lkr 
f’li nri'li- Again., I hr ]xiediitrt iii:ij Lit ]Mk Pfady lL H fHislil/.ilc 
Lhe : 1 ri L j 1- ri l inrLejfrrnileiKe In-lwslr^ lo tin; out Cliurth .in .1 j! ■■ 
ppi^ynoii' ; n*-:l n*t meiiLberi or our rhuirU in fcwnivr time* «*'* 

wlijUKUtml by r|i* N'pilrndnn.n and ll-r | h or1i]grH7ar , -u> tvf ,nr li:=ir 
10-da.Y M'lurml ki i ■ ■111 ll> ,.1 n L hhJi . .V i i r - S Mg' l 4jU i i i'j J . i L :’i H - , 

ihe Lilt iEc-vi KevcreA-!. Mir A il.xn.v, »<• llEtnpoiibin ut;I th 
>fa-.t Ge^rrcn'l Mir Tbomm Altnnniiux, linvo urpeil upon amt 

rttUlWPtnly Ihr icnpor|n™r lit liaung .1 [ftnlh.- Church (?,iim-i! Ifr 
rai^tilikli Llis Bear -PawfiL xml Uit frill aiiilepeiideni -t* li[ frUP C/LueJi 

inJ im LiJjupi. It u ihe piindpn!! him I most e-.sentiaL duty <H 
■ 1 1 ■■■ lYuni^aps at "hi Chi nI, bu ^lia-^’ili' ii ihe true fniih, to Te'urrp 
the Church, JtHtf lo luboiir lur il'. iiii-rrup, hm| In liinij 1b* bfr>ty 
inpEtlwa liy 111* IhmiiI '.r 1 : 1 it, kin llinl 1 1 1 rr LllEidihE-IVL-i iLi.'.V gPOf., 
.ij.iI tpimi Nun. aim in l!i± kill ol the [.eul. The unit rsipord 
Comnsii lee ihereln’o, lull uf seal hurrdn. hnve iledileJ to iarm a 
pn'lty Churrh Conneili an'l hn*e hern ilrljlnTrsiinp; in '*ariWr* 
rliM ra-Firi nn tilings peri lining In nefnrraixlinn;, nr Tirvritlq its 
iSy! - :, Mi". linn- mi 11 r 1 ; rt' T- l!.r iiiiuAtiil liel'S Ill ■ 

day In Avpue i IiUi-.Il me ikrliltd on ibii dprnlur, nud ar, nrinbim 
or this, r ihumlitee tiunnUy dethrin^ yonr tvfriruTe wr Iwj to ndilwja 
■you We well know ilithl tbtre ite inriity entmtsl bolb tkrjr 

Dud Inity, r»por lo join nm-h n oohikpI, o.u'I n-ho niib ripblif inri 

I This i< a relertate to the jL i>x ytati i'arif " wb.icb arose 'hrouph 
1 be |' ■c-p.cli : - 1 dT ATi ti 'Erabmi.n who nos i? A npl ci i PHl«r. ard with 
hi: six h-riher* ciAir:* edl oa have- hnH in iBj_y a seiKtoT revelilions Ijcm 
I be Lord T«r; * thil ICewauhl ietuib lo judpe the watld m :iSt Some 
I ho m lands of I he Syrinns "were iffecled ny it. 




'll 




[Kli-PORViB-Tt U kTK-OPQl.ITAK, WITH KArJA K.4J.CND D^.CljfiK-j, 
T1 j-r Riforrup keep id ilie .inicnl ■rki'-r a»xk/ 
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Ie*h pny tai Lbe wtlliift nf lbe Cbpftfc. It ii ihrrfJcie r:td:u’. 
ih.ii these wbn ire fully tautded tfl £lv* itwjr ™nwii herein, »nd 
who Wi'uid blftil lhtmiel,£i to a!l a«uOlu(ii:M :i|trrrr 1 ppim (owlting 
ih* leinrHiilion. u-nd, rlrh.iij:m hiT i'iM.r Clunth, Jrtui.l -irrilr jigniri-inu 
-h,nr uiDEi. Cjeiffy llJ tiyim-n ±ti Make cl^iblr. Si* nvnihi 
liter 'he rectipt Ibis itoLice- j n l :ii jui r l j.ml c>.>u ii!-il ti il fat <uid- 
inone I. In replying |ileate veAil naeat, pdiith, ■ !,(■. „ 14 Ttrv, |C M- 
Jnuph, Priest of Chengd-nui, <in f Al «gi rtfitk, The pM^eht 
of the Crmmiltee h the Nifdit l!ev, Mu Tlnimj,. Ai heiiomi*. 
Metrtpdiltn, 

11 The foil owing ii 1 vurnm.iiy oil tiling j to be delLbeuieil about 
1 he rc T. rm-iucTi n£ out Church . — The oboliifaLng ni Lrauditimu ijiJ 
I'rsclicei futinded nr hypocrisy ind sujjrrsriLme , pen yeti te Lhe 
wM?, inrer-ei! :, jnt Ini the dud, ceremonies- canlniy to lbe 
SefilKurrt. Then, decrees in nc cord mce with tJoly Wnl, mad 

cuivli.iaTiutilr to nudcM Church i nn'iirii f mid tot ibr rtfoblnUi- 
1 1 1 |Y Ll the IJ-ue Kaiili, have In Ik 

“ May ill lbe gracei mi! Mrsrtisgi 11F O01L by m il.r enusMili ar 

llil L'.umblr ^Ka.Mi. 

11 In lbe year of Chinl, 1N7S ji^th ?* T iiirus, Hslnvulum yeir 

(Her* follow lhe names of nineteen conserving 
priests, one being a Malpan or Professor of Synac 
and Theology, one the present reforming 
Metrfmi lh;r:, mm: I ;i omple /,( V i> :i r-:. i 

The caniiitcat fttut-ixittfertmt af i&t Mission- 
ftnef .— The traditional practise of the Church 
Missionary Society's Missionaries; towards the 
Syrians to parties nay be seen from the following 
experience of my own. In [S74 I was in my house 
in Cottayam when a deacon, a youth of about 
eighteen, learning in the Syrian college, Cerate to 
see nw, and brought- for my inspection a letter of 
the Syrian Patriarch of Antioch deposing the then 
reforming MefTan Mar Athanasius- with whom 1 
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was very friendly. To my mind this deacon was 
guilty of disloyalty lo bis Bishop, and 1 fell it 
my duty to show him to the door. The same 
evening l met the Rev. j M. Speech ly, afterwards 
our first Bishop, and told him the story. He 
laughed heartily At me, .and said: ** This is not the 
policy we should follow. Yon ire milled hy 

Mr. . We most Ijc friendly with ill the 

Syrians, and neutral as to their parties" 1 

Some time before this, and while I wa? vice- 
principal of the ColLnyam College (our English 
school, then, under the Rev. J, H, Bishop), it 
fell to my lot to prepare the English-speaking 
candidates for Confirmation- Tiiis, was Intended 
only for Anglicans. Some Syrian lad*, however, 
being wishful to receive the Holy Communion in 
our out-itation churches near their hounds lieggad 
to be presented for confirmation. It should be 
remembered that for the most part the Syrian 
priests at that time would only celebrate the 
Eucharist in Syriac, a dead language lo those boys. 
1 asked permissions of Bishop Cell, then Rishop of 
Madras, Out Diocesan at thd time, to present Sheen. 
The Bishop, however, declined, unless they had leave 
from their own Mctran (bishop), to whom I at once 
applied snd rcjeLvcd Ins kind sanction. 1 mention 
this sneidesil because it lias l>een made by the 
Jacobites the ground of an accusation againsl tp* 
of prntrlyliti-ng. The charge is f+d*e r because the 
very persons who made it, though confirmed, never 
became Anglicans, and kn^w that they were -not 
efcpetfed to do SOL It was more than thirty yearA 

E 
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ago, atld the practice of presenting Syrians for 
Confirmation Was never a] towed by Bishop Speechiy 
nor Ilia successors, as they felt it would only lead 
to oonfuaioct 

The Bases vf ikt Litwsutts. — The DecitUntt of 
the CiMtrte. — We have before mentioned that the 
Jacobite Patriarch, when he visited Tr&vancore in 
1875, instituted lawsuits for the purpose of deposing 
the Reforming Metropolitan from power, and for 
dispossessing his party of the churches and their 
endowments. The conlention of the Jacobites was 
that the Syrian Church of Malabar had always 
been under the jurisdiction of the Patriarch of 
Antioch, and that the Church was always Jacobite, 
and that no consecration of a Bishop (Metrarv) 
could lawfully take place without the authority 
of the Jacobite Patriarch. 

The Reformers claimed that the Church had ever 
beer autonomous. and altogether independent of 
Antioch. They admitted that at certain crista in 
the history of their Church, other Churches, as 
the NestOriaes and the Monophysites, had kindly 
continued their episcopal ordinationi; but they 
denied that such kindly help gave any rij^ht either 
to NestoriaflS or others to exercise permanent 
authority over them- 

Mo doubt the Indian (and Hindu) judges, who 
detided in favour of the Patriarch's party, were 
influenced by the Fact that for two hundred and 
twenty years the whotn Church had submitted to the 
rule of the Jacobite Patriarchs of Antioch. 

fn each of the great cases of tSSQ and oijot, the 
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single- European Judge entered a protect against 
the decision of the Hindu, judges. 

The lawsuits went on for over thirty yew*, and 
in the long rvn it was shown that neither in. 
docttineA ftw obedience to Antioch were the 
Refenrer: Jaeobiteti and they equally disown the 
tacdixval doctrines gathered by contact with the 
Church of Rome. 

It La interesting' to know that after Mar Titus 
Thoroa succeeded to Ihe episcopal throne of 
St. Thomas the Apostle in E S£>4 hf was greatly 
encouraged by a kind and sympathetic letter from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. Dr. Benson. The 
first (Dr. John Martindale Speer-hly! biahop of the 
Anglican Church in Travaneotfe and Cochin told 
mo of this. 




CHAPTER VII. 



The Jacobites — The Reformers at LlBQtry— 
Some Romans 

The present condition of the {non-Romax} Syrians. 
— As, shown by the census of ]yoi h the Jacobites 
:irui tins Ref turners together amount to two hundred 
and fifty-five thousand, and if we include their 
brethren under lh« Ttishnp of Anyuta* reckoned at 
TouTtwn tkwHntl, who are nailed Nasra.ti.iSj. 1 and 

wlm lire in British Mft]iihar, they number two 

hundred and seventy thousand- Three-fourths of 
these- are Jacobites — that is, claiming the 
Mtmophysitc Patriarch as their head- In India 
their ecclesiastical head is the Most Rev, Mar 
Dionysius V„ who is assisted by two Metratis, 
all that survive of the sl 1 * consecrated by the 
Patriarch. They claim two hundred add fifty-five 
churches and chapels* and, educationally, arc strong 
iti high, middle, and vernacular schools. There is 
much hope, though they still stand up for their 
old errors, that tEiey will conus nearer to the truth, 
because they have u great regard for the- sacred 
Scriptures in the Tentacular. Ortr weak point i( 
the almost adoration they have for the Syriac 



l i-r, I ?lnEirt«i 
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version of the Holy Scriptures — namely, tire ancient 
Fe-ikhta 01 FtscftUe. This ls a translation from ike 
Hebrew and the Greek, and yet they are said to be 
undertaking a translation from it rather than fn>m 
tke original. Mean while, luwtMii, the MettaiTH 
etbJulirag^ theif people to ftad our Malayalani 
version, advice which places them above the Romans, 
who are forbidden the Word of God in the 
vernacular, our version being caUcd " poisonous/' 
The Jacobites pride themselves — certainly the 
leaders do — on being Monophysites, They claim 
that Antioch is th* head of the Christian world, 
artd would Fam umke their people believe that 
the -whole Christian f-hu-nch is coming to their 
faith. They still use the dead Syriic in their 
church services, and are strong in prayers to the 
Virgin and the Saints. 

The hi prt-Reirtfiint twiinf&d, - - The fa farmed 
" Chunk ef St. TApvwsT — We are now come down 
to our own day, a hundred years after the visit 
of Dr. Claudius Buchanan, from whose efforts and 
researches the whole course of their history since 
1 S06 has been flowing, with many rapids and some 
deep pools, on to the open sea of the- Truth 
Before the arrival of the Patriarch, the reforming 
Wetran r Mar Matthew Athanasius, had, as we saw, 
consecrated as his suffragan and successor Mar 
Thomas Athanasius, and had established a 
Reformation Association to carry on the movement 
wtiioli he had fostered. At the present time there 
art three Metrttns at the head of tit* Reformed 
Church — namely, Titus Mar ThOfaa, his suffragan. 
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Titus Mur Thoma 13. (with some other Kattanars, 
prepared lor the ministry in the Cambridge 
Nicholson Divinity Class under liev. J. J. E. Palmer, 
rio™ Archdeacon of ■CottAyam), and Ihe Bishop of 
Anyura, in British Malabar. This Church rails 
itself the " St. Thomas Syrian Church, 41 owns a 
hundred and seventeen chunhes md chapels, and 
at preset! I probably numbers one- fourth of (he 
whole, or sixty thou sand, and has about two 
hundred Kattanars. 

.4 Sunday in it Syrian 7‘imw : Croat! Work . — (loth 
the Jarnbite and (he Rc burned believe in Sunday 

hool s and prayer meetings- Some years ago 1 
happened Lo be m Mavclikarn for Malayaltun 
revision en nifiinHtion with the Mew Testament, 
and I had " a Sunday iM" This gave me ihe 
opportunity of seeing what our Syrian brethren 
wt-re doing. Firsts J was taken by a naalrieulalt 
teacher in. the local State school to iFie Ssudiy 
School which lie conducting tor sixty Syria* 
hoys and girls, pmporly divided up into classes 
;ind many of I hem having Malayalam Bibles 
I wns allowed to examine tlrtrp, and was well 
satisfied with what I saw. Then,, about eleven 
o'clock, E attended service in the Syrian ChuTth, 
which was per f tinned in the vernacular according 
t<i ihe Reformed Liturgy, accompanied by 
Muluyalam hymns tn native style such as we use 
in our mission churches. The service was concluded 
by n sermon The body of the church was occupied 
by fflco, (he women beipp at the west end. The 
same evening, be Fore sunset, walking wish my wife 
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through the main -street, we came across two crowded 
prayer meetings held in native houses, many of 
tire audience being seated in the open air, Habile 
the priest sat in the verandah and expounded the 
Scriptures. f wm kindly pressed into taking part 
and speaking a word of exhortation at one of thes* 
meetings. 

The Syrian taity hart taken, a Urge part in the 
effort for spiritual life, Larking up (heir clergy in 
reformation, and now and then reacting on the 
Anglican Chnrrli also. 

ld JitjJV U-riy -a mrtM r /iCUitfA Urn 1 rfAf A/W Wd J — 

7S:' WlfXi Jt' g&U &-!*} ifi* NiStl if i Jif i " 

One exceptionally interesting ease of an earnest 
layman was the rich farmer, Pdthiotta Jacob. Like 
many earnest Syrians, when occasion offered, he 
would attend the services in the Church Missionary 
Society's churches. He was present one Sunday 
morning in Cottayarfi church when the second 
frsstm happened to he from the hewk of Revelation. 
After Jservice he made bis way into the vestry with 
twenty rupees (florins in size and valor} and & 
“ George and dragon " sovereign — a very rare coin in 
the " seventies” — and begged that the money might 
be devoted to local mission work, to fulfil, as he so id r 
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amounting to about £40-, fur tht preaching of the 
Gospel among the heathen. He look also great 
interest in the evangelising of the * freedroen m 
working cm Ssis, estate. On -one occasion this gwd 
man presented a large supply of Vina Satra, 
procured direct from England, tor the purpose of 
Holy Communion among the Reformer. 

UvatigtlitiHg of (ht Htathtn 4y she Reformed 
Syrians . — The Reforming Syrians make eOflitant 
efforts at evangeljiin^, 1 and are always to he found 
busy at the annual preachings at Gchira, in the wotli, 
and the all-night effort at Alwaye, neat Cochin, when 
the Church Missionary Society"* rtiEiiaionaries and 
catechists '-rek tbe salvation of the multitudinous 
Hindus assembled ior their great festivals. Some 
spiritually minded Jacobite priests m?y wuietimis 
be met with on the some held-days, carrying out 
’’the Lord's marching orders. 1 ' Roman Catholics 
never, to my knowledge, preach to the heathen in 
the open aif- 

The Reformers have borne a port in the revision 
of the Malaya! am of the N"c w Testament, completed 
in i8$S,'and sioce then have been taking their 
share in that of the Old Testament, just completed, 
and they are very hearty in supporting the Bible 
Sot iety- 

They have for several yean lifiLd a convent m[t 
annually near MarArunnu. for the deepening of the 
spiritual life— a suitable objfict in a suitable place, 
close to the birth-place of the Syrian Reformation. 



t Th?r 1i»"f atrawtjr r 4 gjT muliii hum tin **r*rh*n. 
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The following account was 
written by me some years agt> r and dgsmbefi one 
of these gatherings : — . 

1,1 A rrrnn r ha bit ikikj tnlr. Tie itry bed of a gnat riser 
ja Tr jTuiu.:nir ? :m axen or tnwnj sand l*lll a rurkvnj; »nJr, aul 
people Id vrli ilc, wnh books in. i]j£ie JuiL-.k, Lluonp iu -one prim . 
On the hkgH tianki r A fly Feet jluive, i-e the lofty eocoaui pilms 
nnj o^her shady liees with e-reirneen verdure. A ohursli ra two, 
wli 6 the criu^rkntf e ctj-ncel ithjIf liiclur th-nm llw navei twiafceiiipf 

‘ bjyriifi Chi ISCiliX*' ' plntM ej wiirdiiji ; I iilibk i !:i<ilr: kiririli'-ubr, 

isd :Lei(j.y homes are denied ibruai, itul ul very fax :iwiy iil-ij 
tie -detfctetl lhe gilfled p" nmole or a Semple JevuLs I So li.e wnisinp 
cT a H iniSii uofl. Bm-I the eron-nU twe hiislebir.^ to kj iLtmedunlt 
lFuBcL, iyjt lira I li m Tlieit jntll i* .1 l.ri^r IwOMl filled 

on Lhe Jet anc:l or j rlvrr 1ml, iml -rri-lr ill I y inl-rrvdri! kr * J." T T 3 1 
xniJperoe, Foe these lie nn ie»ei sinn one luundreil inJ l.I.v pillars, 
«r(ca pal ni-?i eras,, ami lhe mtelingi nxe to lie prolostceJ inln Ifcr 
=•■!{ ■■! , 'ineT ™; hundred bmpi l*npj Fmm llie tskiF of palrp l-ravra 

"There El Efh bt a J enaivatalicjn am I Ibc min}' nm-rirlileil 

trsLinnSerl nt iweirv-fiae IhmiianJl, manly met, me Syrian Christ 
dans h meL to heir the Wntd oH GnJ nt lhe moeLli oF a C.JJ.3 
MjiiiBAAii, Mr- Walker, oF TbineTeltr, 

■"juSL :'i :■■ I hr Sa-rian T .Irlr.a ii ? : n r^rk, invjLrij III- 1 h j. rr \ n-l 

V. npl-i'i-l to lescue Iile people (r-nni lhe woerul igaurence of lhe 
Wood oF Gotti so Ir.e present reforming lletrnpnlit.in, TlLus Jlir 
Theifliaj hn-j ■rq'oirned tlie Fex Thomas- Walker to come and te-ioh 
blx people ibr ' writ air hcJiueis ' | =T"I I war Bitj- S-rr. prif-dti 
ilenocnx, and people :n shear Lhntctihili, is. eJilar hiape rdi-umart, 
nUirigj j T il-jiir custom, nn Ike floor, vri’ii ihe.i fllrrie--, oed In mpr 
iliraiipri. Bijt ti> 'pririobs is (hr * lahemnde,’ rni'l in Isr^e she 
eudieoee, ih^l, m |ny rrirniE A-ndWinrtn Ormum M-nnnw lelli me, 
lhe imerprtler'i worik bnrl to- tie pepe-me.l tiy awii hrr hail wny 
iluwa ifce Imotli, so as tn rer.rh lhe emeene lleniLS o! Lhe heojein. 
The fiir.xw lion, wliioh l-iitfl For several ilays, eniled s.ia a. rollet- 
laoo nl a Tupten, in TT-at-mrore piioticf-lk jf lrw. lor lhe 

purposes or Lhe 5}iun (,'knrih Krxngeltilie AeAorfilwn icmie 
wcr.ien put into l!be rolleeslnw Img^- ciimi^ pt wrimylii nnlil, u<irih 
£ J CT j^e eechf nnJ plheri ^eJikn- risca. Hy Friend -rsohieni r 
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H Wai nql Eliik I'niLr-.iiiTHl;' f:jJ idl L h ■= C. SL. [In: [hey lJC- 
k:ttd a Q' r-: : ■ r boas, aii nh: po&r Syriur, Ch-urrli by sending dear 
Hr Wolfcrr, wbn « o.lik« beloved lint er-leemed by bolt, junk* r 
by Ibe Refprm-cn »mt rron-Tteforrm™ !■ Ibt Sviin-rt Ckurtt} 
J ttnL by nut gwn people. 1 al 

Thi& was not the test lime that such gatherings 
have taken place, but none under such quite 
satisfactory conditions had come to my notice. 
The late .Rev. E. Racheler Russell conducted 
conventions in various parts, and the Rev Gel son 
Gref son and Mr- Walker hEm^lf hat'e also before 
3iuv/ prtachvd to the Syrians with God's manifest 
blessing. The ChdTCh Missionary Society's 
secretary in Ceylon, the Rev, A- E. OittHQ» 
speaking at a clerical meeting it CotLayam an 
3906,. said.: 41 1 have had the great pleasure lately t 
it) PiiluraicOHah, hf addressing a larger rum bar of 
native Christians than 1 had ever met before — 
namely, fourteen hundred Imagine my astonish- 
ment and pleasure when L addressed fourteen 
thousand the other clay th (he Syrian convention! " 

Thus the Lord has borne witness in doe time to 
the Word of His Grace, and we find the ancient 
“ Church of St. Thomas, '' at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, revived, and in a very different 
state from that in whLch it was when the Syrian 
Ridiop invited tfov help of the English Church a 
citilnry ago. The educational policy of the Church 
Missionary Society has been most Fruitful of results. 
There are now large numbers oF Syrian graduate*, 
and hundreds of" undergraduates, who have been 
pupils )n her Scriptural schools, and are ncnV 
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tm ployed in various church and mission schools* and 
wmc *it holding- important civil offices in the Mysore 
and British services, as well as in the Native States 
of Travancctfe and Cochin. A few have worked 
/(Xr Christ in Madras, and in the north AS far us 
Masulipatam, and one or two in the Central 
Provinces. Just now (iQq?} one °f the Jacobite 
clergy ia an i!-A. of the Madras University, a 
degree which in India has a higher examination 
following on the B.A. The power of the Church 
Missionary Society to influence even tire Jacobite* 
lias not passed away when even their deacons* if 
only a few, arc willing to study in our Divinity 
School!. The day is surety at h&nd when the 
Syrians of Malabar ahoidd be the missionaries of 
South India. Let us pray earnestly that God wilt 
still bless Hls Word amongst them, and answer 
the prayers and further the efforts carried on for 
now a. hundred years 

A stif/i xg among Rotmttt-Syjians through a N*w 
Ttxiamtnt ? — As an instance of lite sLimng among 
the Roman-Svrian^ even itl spite of their J«uit 
ruler*. I give one instance well known t* me A 
Roman-Syrian priest was vicar of a parish near 
Alleppey, I gave his younger brother a Malayalam 
New Testament. Some time afterwards I heard that, 
as the result of this gift, the priest Was preaching 
the Gospel. I went and encouraged him, and 
found him fult of the lifttief that the Pope was 
anti-Christ. Later, Ere was visited by his Roman 
Bishop, who held a "meditation 1 * (dbyartam, 
perhaps 11 retreat l ']l, at which a bonfire was made 
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of such vernacular Scriptures as were given up by 
some of the flock* The prrest and a hundred 
families remained firm, and made overtures to join 
our church nador Bishop Hodges but they were 
not received. Once* on a. Sunday morning; I 
preached in his large church; surrounded in the 
pulpit by images which he had deposed from 
the church walls* etc. The priest went on 
persevering in his anti-Roman attitude, and tried 
to hold pos^^icm of the church against his Bishop* 
who carried the case 1o the law-courts, with the 
result that the vicar was defeuied, and betook 
himself to the Nestorians 1 at Trichur, Some of h L5 
parishioners near AlLeppcy started: as a new parish 
under his curate* and near the old sitc^ they also 
claiming to be Nestcrtana Others oT his old 
Roman flock l*raine Jacobites, and others joined 
the Reformed St. Thomas Christians ; so there are 
four sections of the Syrians represented tn that 
one spot— Roman -Syrians, tJestnmite, Jacobites* and 
Re Formed, all episcopal. 



t A Lniil: lifidy nf pfLHiut mrrcily oji Tridiur* In Ch# Codiln 

tiluct why hiri left lh« IUnn*n-^rtfa»i. 




CHAPTER YIN. 

Chiefly about Bishops 

mm Native Bishops. — Roman- Syrians 
h;i vi* nr-i'tr wtl Ini under the': issiry uf 

foreign bishops. Their hislwy, if we 3iad lime ox 
space to let! 3f , would show a constant cJTnrt to 

obtain imm the; Pin'. ngiLH-e ;,nd Hornun iii’lioritLi's 

bishops of Syrian clcscei'i t a& tlieir rulers, ttmugb 
under obedience "0 Htimr- At lenglli tlrty carried 
tlkftir JHiinl, and in tl*c year iHptf three Ronum- 
Syrian priests were Consecrated ua hjfthiypi of titular 
secs, and sent to Travarteftre and Cochin aft Vicars*- 
Apodolic directly subject to the Pope of Rome 
for Ihe management of their jurisdictions- AE1 
the Roman-Syrians are under these MetranS 
In another mailer they have preserved their 
ecclesiastical liberty, in that they are al towed the 
use of the Syrtnc language in their churches 
Surely it is- remarkable that the English and the 
other civilised nations, as welt as the most unlettered 
Inbcs in India and the islands of the sea r asrc 
compelled, if Roman CathoLtes, to haver their prayers 
in Latin, while the so Syrians and some Greek 
communities an* permitted to u$e the language of 
their ancestors. Ala! ! Syriac, Greek, and Latin 
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are equally “unknown tongues" to the common 
people- 

Stfi-f-ti&KS from Latins ta Jxc&iriit S^n/tns . — 
The Jacobite* were increased in number* and 
influence bv the following circumstances. There 
bud been, by Papal grant dating from the 
sircteoilh osntury, an arrangement CS-Htd the 
Padiwido £ patronage) which allowed So the Kings 
of Portugal the right of nominating bishops to 
(iiAccscs of the Roman Churth in India (some of 
whicFi, if not all, would be in British territory). 
Anyhow tins was inconvenient,. and in iSSti was 
aboEishcd by a Concordat LieSween Pope Lev XEII. 
and the King -of Portugal The change became, 
however, the cause of much dissatisfaction to several 
Roman congregations of natives in -South India, 
who suddenly found themselves, by a strut* of 
she pen, transferred to Lhe jurisdiction of Indian 
prelates. A certain Father Alvar**, of the Roman 
Church under the Archbishop of floa, and. who 
had been a Brahman, was the head of some such 
dissidents TTc applied to tihe Jacobite bishops 
ir> Malabar for episcopal consecration,* and at 
CoUayaiii the ceremony wss duly performed by 
three Metruns in iSftS. Father AIvSUWi took the 
tit I c- of Mur Julius Alvarez, and was accepted a* 
Hi ah op by some discontented congregations of the 
Roman Church in Ceylon and South India. 




CHAPTER IX. 

A IXscussiosr— Sqvih Ikcia Attti 5T- Hjoma3 

C<?vld St. TA&mas have preached, in Sant A India? 
— We natural Jy ask what res-scnS there are for 
believing that th*ae Christians arc really tonnseted 
with St, Thomas, and is Lt Idcdy or possible that 
the Apostle found his way into South India, 
unknown as it was to the European natrons of the 
West &t least until the fifteenth century? 

This is mi iniercstrng subject for inquiry, and l 
propose to answer it by showing that South India 
is stsslf a BibU land, and was known to the nations 
anciently inhabiting the coasts of the Mediterranean 
Sea long before th* Portuguese and nations further 
west knew of its enist-enW- 

King Solomon, wc art told (r Kings Lit. 
had a navy of ships in Esion-Gcber (on the Gulf 
of Akahah, at the head of the Red Sna), whence 
they traded under the pilotage of King Hirawi’i 
Phoenician teamen, " who had knowledge of the 
sea, to Ophir," or, as the Greek version, ,f The 
fjeptuagint" has it, fo Ih.r^rpfl, Sfiptiira. We are 
Fold (r Kings k. 11} that these ships brought from 
Ophir 11 grtut plenty of almug trees,” according 
to Di. Tristram and 5 Lr J. D. Hooker probably 
the Plttttearjms eantalinns, the Indian icd sandal 
[■' rij 
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wood. They also brought precious itooes, for the 
abundance of which India has always been 
celebrated, the mines of Golconda being especially 
famous. In verse 22 we are further informed that 
'' tiirce in three years came the navy of Tsrshish, 
bringing gold and silver, ivory, and ape^, and: 
peacocks ,' 3 Here philology tomes to out aid, and 
we lt*m that ivory is tailed in the Hebrew sken- 
kabbint, i.e., the leclh of elephants kah being the 
Hebrew equivalent for haih, Sanskrit for elephant. 
But ’’apes and peacocks" are mentioned in the 
Hebrew Bible in their Indian nartKij ape, Hebrew 
bep, Sansknt and MnUyatani knpt; peacock, 
Hebrew iu&kt, Tamil name t?kei, (See also 
■2 Chron. ix.) Gold has always been procured in 
India, and as at the present time being obtained 
from [he Ghauts cast of Matabar, wh«c Uw English 
and Australian miners have come aerwr? extensive 
workings of ancient exhausted mines- 

We see from these facts, pointed out years ago 
hy several important authorities — the Speakers 
Commentary^ the Rev. Professor -Sayce k etc-., etr.— 
that the Hebrews and the Phoenicians in King 
Solomon's time, one thousand years before Christ, 
traded to a place cailcd Opbir, whence Endian 
products were obtained and imparled, ttith Indian 
names, into Pa Lest me by the way of the Red Sea. 

Now where was this Ophir? Wlay should it not 
also be known by an Indian name in the Bible? 
The Speaker’s Commentary supposes that the 
foregoing fsels won Ed necessitate at least a port 
in Southern Arabia, which was an emporium of 
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Indian commerce, But why treed there he any great 
41 knowledge of the &ea JP merely to coast atone the 
Arabian Peninsula towards the south to ?ueh 5 
port 7 

Josephus tells, us that King Solomon procured 
these thing* from the Aurca Ctrerwne^s, the 
igold peninsula, c.f. r our Gold Coast, This is 
debited by scholars to India within the Ganges 
He might easily have said Arabia, if he meant 
it Now the Septiiagint version of the Old 
Tsttanreni was made at Alttan-dria before the 
lime of JosephoS, and in the passages tfuoted above 
wc -find that the tranilatots lender OphtF as Sfyfair, 
5vwf>hir t SfyJrirst, etc., and we find that there is 
a very ancient site on the western coast of lodia, 
thirty-hve miles -north of Ikimbay, and five miles 
north of Bassein, called by the name of S^fidrA, 
having at the present time two thousand people 
and six hundred houses. 

This haa been identified by Professor Bon fey 
and other scholars with Ophic. The Aryo-Indiar> 
name Soplra was probably changed info Ophir 
by the Phoenician? or Hebrews, sr>d in the 
Scptuagint the AryeirCreeh language restores the r n 
and we find die fnrm Souphff, ^6phir. etc. 

SopAra was formerly the capital of the kingdom 
of AparantS, stretching from Navsari, north of 
Bombay, to Gdkarnam, the sacred northern city of 
Malabar (about 1st. ] f). SopSra was anciently a 
jjTiSat port, but Hie sea has receded some distance, 
A& it has done all llang the western coast of TmtEa, 
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but it j» noted also M a holy city among the 

rSralitnatt?, BuddfliftS, and JaifB (as well aft htfilLg 

the wealthy capital and emporium cl Aparinta,. 
Or the Konkjm), from 250 ltC, A.b, 1 5 00 . 

Jn the many writers who mention the name — 
and there are more than twenty— it always appears 
in a form almost identical with that found at the 
present day, and used in the LX 3 iL, that is. Sdpara 
or Supplira (LXX., Sopheir, etc-}. Amongst others, 
Ptolemy, A.D. ] 37, and the author of the Petiflitts 
$f thf. F T Tylkrft(>n - 5 ^, A.C. 247, a.n<f the Creek 
monk, Kosmas Indihopleustes, apeak of Sopara, 
iistsi ^riirig it to tin? Locality of the town, bearing 
that name at the present day 

Excavations made within the last two years prove 
the antiquity of the sUe t and a coin of an Indian 
king, AID, e6q, and quite new, which was found 
with SOmo Buddha relics, in in ancient j/nound, 
seem to conclude the matter as to the great age 
Of SipJlr*- 1 

mat is the sum of all this? Surely it appears 
that Qphir was on emporium ffr Indian 
merchandise, that the Greek form of the name 
was identical with ' r S$p£ra” the name of the ancient 
capital and emporium for the western coast of 
India, in whose mountains are found all tire 
undoubted Indian products introduced by the navy 
of ships of Tarshish. 

Hence we infer 1 lac identity of Opliir and SipiPL 



1 Ji« i^firr jfurf /Mm Eclimliun Fwm,. botutuy. 
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(Some scholars think th&t Ophir wut th* dame if i 
region in Southern and Western India.) India 
thus well known tfr Partin* in the time of Kinjf 
Solomon. The Greeks from at lea# tEi« second 
century of our era knew of the trade winds &t 
monsoons 

On? j files-tfd I.Qrd ii-’d-j laid in the new tomb 
jc.ttpn tntL'rApptd in a •?*' / net inn rnttsiin. 

[Set [afer edit inns of Liddell and Scott's Great 
LexicoR\ 

There are further proofa of early European 
intercourse with India- In tSjJ an iron bo* 
cont aifling snine hundreds of large gold coins-, 
as fresh as if from the mint, were found 
in the bed of the Beypcis river in Malabar. 
Col W f . H. Honsley, R.E., possessed several of 
these with the " innate and superscription " of mere 
than One Caesar. I had once the pleasure of 
handling them, the earLcs-t bears dais ? B.C., the 
latest Is about A.U ^Q. Buried not later than a.D. 70 
in the floor or vicinity of sotfue rich merchant's house, 
the strong monsoon torrent washed away the bank 
of the river in which they were buried, and at 
length <hey *'ere found to enrich the treasuries or 
cahinets of the Indian prmces On whose boidct* 
they were discovered Again, hvc hundred and 
twenty-three Rowan corns of a similar ape wer« 
r: i -, -i :■.<■: ed .1; 1 in the Coimbatore d ■ se n-^t cast 
of the Ghauts. 

Thae coins, too, probably formed part of the 
wealth of some foreign merchant, Arabs at the 
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present day. in crazy dhows,. trt^J tht Arabian Sea, 
and I it mg d^te% limes, hulwa, and other commodities, 
importing in csch.an.pc cardamoms and the many 
spices tor which Malabar, known anciently as 1,1 the 
pepper toast,” has been famous. 

In the native town of Cochin,. ]Q° north latitude, 
are two communities of " White* and “ Black” 
JEWS. Jewish accounts on the spot tell uS that 
ICyOOO of the ancient people tti Cod arrived on 
ihc coast A.P. JQ, Or sorm after the destruction of 
the temple Of Herod. Some suppose that the Slack 
Jews are the descendants of a atill earlier settJe- 
ntent ■ but it seems more likely, from the fact 
that these two communities do nnt .intermarry, 
that Line latter were originally the slaves of their 
White brethren, Jews will intermarry with 
proselytes; never, 1 am informed. with slaves. 
Both communities, highly respected, though much 
impoverished and diminished by the Portuguese 
persecution of the sjKtccntb century and by internal 
discords, maintain the synagogue worship and 
traditions of thetr fathers (Se® also Flucha nan’s 
Christ inti R cjfffrf. lies ) 

Mow tt IS easy to hen that the Apostle St. Thomas 
e fluid find his way to the Malabar coast, jtnd it 
is very difficult to imagine that the Apostlca of 
Christ should refrain from seeking to evangelize 
a country known to their ancestors, opened up to 
trade by the conquests of Aleyitnder and by the 
voyages of Arabs, and destined to become, if not 
so at t hat day, a refuge for Jews. 
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The constant tm-cliTi*n of the Chinch, that 
Si. Thomas was the Apostle of fndiaj finds 
therefore abundant collateral evidence; and may 
we not sec an such a fact the fid hi men t of the 
Psalmist'a prophecy: "At Thy ELght hand did 
stand the queen in gold of Ophir” {Jfa. kIv. 9)? 




CHAPTER X, 

the Indian StOrV of $t. Thohas 

Indian Clhriatian tradition may ftcw bi heard. 
Then le a very interesting account in Mala-yalam, 
the language- of Malabar, which i; non^Rom&ri, 
and has been esetant 1 since the middle of th* 
eighteenth century, and, beginning with St. Thomas, 
brings the history of the Syrian Christians of 
Malabar down to A.D. 1770. 

The story, which I have literally translated, i* 
£5 follows; — 

“ Iti the Nsfflc of dR Unoriginated and Endless 
Essence, WErcn ChOr* PeruinA] rifled in Chora- 
mandal {oast ooast of Judiajv ofR day >0 fllMp, 
by the Divine blessing, the king beheld beautiful 
buildings Like a palace, filled with light and 
splendour, and sights productive of beautiful 
thought $. filled with unbounded jc*y he awoke, 
and while very eagerly thinking ovrr the matter, 
and making inquiries, he came across a certain 
merchant named Ha wan, and to him he related 
ill these things, saying, ' J have a boundless de*i« 
to- build myself Just such a palace, and for this 
purpose you must procure me a skilful artificer/ 



1 Thll it- It»f MS from -"h^h !r*alrei'|A Itken, 
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The merchant accepted the royal charge. and 
promised, by the blessing: of God, to find Cflt 
The king give the money needed for the 
undertaking* and wnl him on hss journey, with 
attendants, He set out on the search, and at Length 
came to Mahoaa, in the land of Vda. 1 While 
dwelling here in griefh ' the Lord Jeans- Messiah 
Appeared to him as & man of that country, and 
graciously promised all that- he was so ear« 0 &dy 
seeking, and said, ‘1 will give and send with you 
a master carpenter most highly skilled lli all kinds 
of work.' Having heard the Divine word he was 
astonished, and forthwith, by the Spirit, Jesus 
summoned the Apostle Mar Thamma, and said, 
" Lo, there is the carpenter! tie will accCHlipl i *h 
everything according to your mrtid. r Then He sold 
the apostle to Hi wan for A sum of money, which 
He received and handed to the apostle. But when 
He ordered him to go with the merchant, the 
apostle declared his sorrow, and said* r Two and 
two Thou didst -send the others mto all lands, 
but Thou hast commanded me into a land of 
malefactors whose tongue* I know nut, and who 
five like beasts of prey.' Jesus said* 'Fear not, 
f sift with thee, thy thoughts site my thoughts,' 
Hl Thus commanded and encouraged, War Thiiinma 
the apostle departed with HiwUn, and in the 
year of our Lord $2 he arrived in Mylspik [nnw 
part of Madras], At the hrtt interview with the 
king his majesty commanded him, saying, ' Draw 

J India nr JiM.tif 
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« plan ef the palace which I saw in, my dream, 
in it a extent and beauty, that I may know it.' 
Then the apostle drew the palate, and the king, 
seeing it* rejoiced and greatly honoured the apostle, 
and told him ell about the .work. The apostle 
assenting, all i he detail* a* to the site., the expense, 
and the necessary time were agreed upon, and 
die king gave June the required money, and 
commanded him lo gather all things necessary 
and to build. He departed, and began to make 
known the Gospel, to gather the poor, to comfort 
them na they fleedod, 10 heal the sick, the demoniacs, 
the blind, and the lame, In those days, ^htn the 
way of baptism was increasing, the devil entered 
into the heart?, oi his servants, and, being jealous, 
they informed the king that riot a single stone 
was cut for the palace, noT even the foundation 
Laid, and tliat all the vast wealth entrusted to 
the apoatl* was being squandered on those who 
joined his new religion; and that there was not: 
the slightest sign of the building When the king 
heard this he filled the apostle and asked him, 
saying. 'How much of the palace ls fini-shed ? 
Let me see all that you have done.' To which 
the Apostle answered, ' The palace is quite finished, 
and it is in the heavenly kingdom,, but the time 
hag not come For you to behold it' 

1:1 When the king heard this he was angry, and 
sent for Ha.w&n. and cast them both into prison. 
Then he bei bought him how he might further 
ill-treat them, ’ for by this affair." reasoned he, 
' I have incused dishonour, ftn ill name, and loss 
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of wealth.' So he was grieved, and his mind 
was disturbed, and a sJsKnesS broke mil. The 
heir apparent died an the- meanwhile^. &n<l by the 
DivLtie will angels received hk£ sptrtL and earned 
him to bliss, where he saw a palace called 'The 
palace of the King built by Mar Thimma.' The 
angels told him that the apostle bad made this 
palate for ibe king, his brother, against the time 
when they should carry him to Paradise Hearing 
this be rejoiced in spirit, and immediately, by the 
Lord's command, his ' sou) was restored to his 
body, and he returned to lift- Having called the 
king, his brother, tic said, T am your brother. 
Deny me not what 1 shall ask of you.' The elder 
king rapHed, 4 With great joy wlH 1 grant all 
that you ask-' When he had ceased Speaking, he 
replied, 1 My request is that you agree to receive 
of me all the money you have given for the 
building of the palace, with one in ten added, 
and that you give me in exchange the palace which 
the Hebrew hits fi rushed for you.' Thereupon the 
king, who had despaired [of the palace^ askrd 
with great desico to know his secret, and he told 
him the whole matter. Then chc king rejoiced, 
but lieinjf greatly melted for hi* sinful conduct, 
they both went with reverence, saw the apostle, 
fell at his feet, did reverence, and loosed his bonds. 
With deep humility both the kings, and with them 
raanv people, received baptism. Then the apostle, 
after he had ordained many priests and 
built ehurthea there, set Ottt for several other 
countries and preached the Gospel. 
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" In the hi] [ country of ChtrakOn* in Malahei^ 
in Keral^ in those days there was no king, Wf 
Ihirty-lwo gramas [village colonies of Brahmans] 
and thirty-two chiefs held sway, 

Accordingly, when the apostle disputed with 
them, the Truth won (he victory* 1 and many from 




'■ Olu Cicun-ii h iiriTS. 

various gramas* being convinced* helievtd jind 
were baptised. In each of the two gramas* 
Shahkarapuri sj rtt! Fokaf^nm attain, 1 he appointed 

1 Tiling iy:*r:ir l-.i lilic been il VjL-|!4-ii:l^n ~ | ri-."Sl ODm WimiliBf , ^“3 
thy p?4pk vrre frnr in :i u r: iimrf in- i!iu iJwjf onuld IlkYt ll«ll if 
ilify liail * iI«|nii i* Tikmi.ii'h. There- ws-re thiny-lwo in 

CMrt k ftri, twt (J*tyi<Crnr in nl] Kcrils. 

- The riprevniJiLi-e- noil tresr-tniLim; ni : hi s fnnhly hr.ve imne 
dnee ns Bishops 'ip W ihe -liin.-icrnili cenHwy, 
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one priest;. and, setting forth again, lie preached 
I he Way and made many people sons of baptLsm, 
3 miL, by Ihe name of the I “finin', fig set up the 
Cross in Mu [aha r and btiiit these seven eh Laches — 
Kfltf Hi4?Sy?-li I, frbkaaiangalam, Niranam., Chaytl, 
K.uiiikfiUi tjmlcm, and Pa dr. After 1.1ns lie 
itinerated in Malabar for thirty years, and having 
gone again Lc the Findi [' ChuraiuBDiial '] country 
to preach, the Gospel, on the way as he went an 
tmbran |or Bratimnn], 'saving a -dart, tut Him, 
and fie was buried in the Little Mount at Mylapur- 
Angels 1 carried him to UraHa (or Edcasa). May 
fits prayers t>e with us. Amen " 

Sod] and sr> far is the native account of the 
introduction nf Chnatianity by the Apostle 
St. Thornes into Malabar. 



I ft# mkirii in Hi? iraifcliisti mock m S-iyr^s-, ■**¥ IK* 

a'i'idf cly Jn llw li] l-.iix ■ if Si. Kphim swilhing i:- ta.nl wliiiTi 

iiJiii'1 ■' : Lhh> the frjrwJrr.'iiCd *1 I lit ^JinsLlc's lKrnf.i li> j I il- ti - jL m-Yi 1 
run ajduluU S. 




CHAPTER XI- 

Early Writers anil Alfrli> 

If such an account as that just given stood 
alone, with no support from external history Ot 
tradition, wo might be justified tn rejecting it as 
unworthy of credit, but all along the ages 
St. Thomas has boon known as the Apostle of 
India, afe ii shown by the foliowing, quoted or 
adapted from the i nteneAting pamphlet 1 by the late 
teamed Rev, C- Egt>err KcrtlRt, D-D. r — 

In A.O. 193 i."Hr «Lrijrj,i«(3 Pnniasnpi, win* |:j.r-ijr:l cn-t 3 itr 
A Ira miB ri^ii Srliiii:, am! 1 n a cl I c i.L ! wmii !Hj ja3 la ] ,'iiLii, .ii. : r | : f: : 1 !/ 1 1 
■ My Euu-Jmc, UtihQp '.I jnuiiifmj 1 io h r. t IcunU hi. own trriTal 
antiripifed by »rrj« who were is^uAkleti •■.'jlh llw Go^ptl of 
Matthew, io whom Ranholimew, n-r-t nl Ihe Apnetlfi-, hnJ iirFM-Ard, 
jliii! Itnf IkIg Lhrm '.he .i,,:-r {IrOifirt in I hr HrbrfW f .'. I ■ I ' ' h Whi .. I'- 

pfrejem-ed ij hi j ill i. isme. 1 ' 11 

Thii fvtiact show* that in some parts of fndisi 
Christianity had been preached by an Apostle. 
The Syrian Christians hold that the persons who 
told Pantoeniis said “ Mar Toma "' (Lord or Bishop 
Thomas^ which, was misunderstood as Bar Tolmai. 
The same incident ls totaled by J>t. Jerome (a.U, 
JQo), but he also mentions of our Saviour that 
“ He was present in aEl p faces. — with Thomas in 



1 ,ff, rh f ApnOt of India, IWHi'mii E-dciur,. Mtdtni, iSgi. 
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India, with Peter in Rome, with Paul in Illyria/' 
etc* etc, showmg that, whatever might have been 
held about St Bartholomew, St. Jerome fully 
believed that St. Thomas was the Apostle of fodta. 
Bishop Donatbeus (born AD. *54) says that the 
Apostle Thomas SufFer^d nkaj-ty nltHii at C-llS-FUna, 
A town m lodi*- This s* ihpposrd to be Kallrnmti 
itin/s-u, 11 from the lop of the rocik,“ referring to 
St- ThomaE' Mount, near Madias ; but the name 
has Eiad other esp I anations 

Gregory Naiiamen [A.D. 370) witnesses that as 
Paul had to do with the Gentiles, so "John with 
Ephesus, Thomas with India.” 

St. Gregory of Toms {A.D. 544- 53-5) fell* how at 
a place in India, where the body of Thomas, lay 
before it was transported to Edessa, there is u. 
monastery, 1 ' and a miracle is recorded, etc. Thus 
we see how well-known it wa;, about the time when 
St Augustine was preaching to our Anglo-Saxon 
ancestors in Canterbury, that the Apostle Thomas 
had been buried in India, and that h lr h&dy was 
afterwards carried Co Edessa, which agrees with 
the Malaya Earn story. 

In AD, 547 Kosmas, an Alexandrian monk from 
the very city of Pan toon us, and who was called 
iTtiiiknphiufts because of his voyages to India, 
says : — 

ie Ib. tveyinn l'Tupf-nb-n«-i | an ii-Jinrt d( fuirhcj TnAJk, wftttH th4 
Iodise Ol«e tbtre it tauw] 1 Christian :hur£h wlih 

rlngy gnd Icity, whtlfcer fuerhet I A* not lerenr Similarly tn 
M-hIg, ht llpy cni it, ■■■lienr-t XC.IaIjcli , wjifr* |:r|:;irr \r pscdnrtd. 
let Cailia^i, hfwfiifT |w they IjcII mt|. ibera- ll ■ hi*h«|i usvkIIt 
c-rdklud in Ptni?,. 1 " 
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The Malabar coast is the land of pepper, and 
Calliana may he the town of QuiLon, where We 
know that two Persian biahopq arrived in Sa^. 
Dt- Kennett thinks, however, that Cal l iana is the 
territory Of that name between Bombay anti Goa. 

Our own. Alfred the Great, in as recorded 
in the Angia-Saxott Chronicle, scat an embassy to 
India, headed by Sighed HLahop of ShLrebum, 
" bearing the aims which the King had vowed to 
Send , - . to India to St. Thomas and to 
St. Bartholomew.' 1 The embassy n penetrated with 
great success to Indift, and brought thence many 
foreign gems and aromatic liquOrS. 1 '' 

Til* deeply interesting tradition of St Thomas 
as the Apostle of India, although it may have 
been made use of for purposes oi superstition by 
the Portuguese,, is altogether non-Knman^ and dates 
from the purest ages of the Church, and has been 
continuously held from the earliest times, as we 
have it on evident* dating from the second century- 
It is ratified by the existence of an episcopal 
church, as welt as by the facts of th* Jewish 
colonies Ofl the Malabar coast, and the intercourse 
shown to exist between this very part of India 
and the land of Palestine three thousand years 
ago. The Jewish and Syrian inscriptions on 
copper dcx;u.r™?nts, and the Christian inscriptions 
on stone in a language unwritten in India for 
Ckv*i a thousand yens* also cmph&sir* the tradition. 

Now looking at the native story os it is ihua 
simp! v given in the Malaya] am, it is much more 
dignified than the prolix and improbable ads of 
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Si. Tkemas in the apocrypha) “Acts of the 
Apostles," One or two points deserve special 
Dotioe. There seems to be no mote of miiacie in 
the story than nngbt be expected during the era 
of supernaturaLiy endowed apostles. The dream 
of the heathen king, the appearance and words 
oF the Lord, taken with the corresponding object 
of this apjMSirance— namely, the evangelisation of 
a heathen people— art they very UnWofthy when 
put side by side with the miracles -recorded in 
the inspired Acts of the Apostles ? Then this r4 
in favour of the truthfulness of the account, So 
unlike what one might expect, that the work of 
I he apostle, like the speech of the proto-martyr, 
is unfinished. He left but two ordained men 
behind him,, not a fully organised church, with 
bishops, priest?-, and deacons. The after relapse 
of some of the people into sorcery and heathenism 
i$ ;l1 L in keeping with the above, and has the 
appearance of simple truth- Aguin, though in great 
straits for want of clergy, we do not find these 
primitive {JhiLstEans of Malahar setting up a Church 
government, or ordaining, sine episcefQ — they abide 
God's time. 




CHAPTER XII. 

INDIAN STOkY CONTINUED 

The Malabar tradition continues, thus — 

" Now as long as the two persons ordained, by 
the Aj.MTsl.le S'.. Thomas lived, all the Christians 
that, were in KutaJtSni, Qailon, etc., and as far as 
Palw walked, agreeably bo the practices of the 
faith] but when those clergy passed away they 
were distressed At that time the highly necessary 
sacraments of marriage and baptism began to he 
performed in a less TCjjular way by the head-men 
[Lay elders"). 

“ So- after a long time had elapsed, and because 
the country was full of paganism, and there was 
no one to teach the revealed religion, and by 
reason of familiarity with pagan stories and 
fables, some learnt songs, odes* and incantations 
inconsistent with the Faith, sfl4 attended the temple 
feasts and listened to the worship and made secret 
offerings to the gods. At that time Manikin 
W^chakar, 1 a sorcerer, led astray, and with the 
royal force and authority persecuted, the Christians 
that were La ChSnmandah This sorcerer came 

1 JnCCCTCErlr EUppi'Sri Ilk Li 2 liilrtiflii: A yraiWS. The 111-: Kfv. 
Dr. Q. U. ?->pe !;■»» >h 4 <i'A ihit Sfbnil.hu WarAiktr m, i li.inlu, a=d 
n pasture : -A 5j.Ta.LSHj In SomAejr, India. 
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into Malabar, and by his witchcraft aglinit 
the Christians, many tamijcs, in Kurakftfii 
from Kottar to Quiioni he brought disease 
upon them and pest, letirc on their rattle; 
and he said that if they summoned him, and 
caused sacxml ashes to be put on, these afflictions 
■w ■:.:■! □ 1 ri i;r;i^, and if they learnt the five tetter 
incantation of the is#** and other like things, and 
drank the milk, buttermilk, ghee, 3 cowdunjr. etc., 
the live sacred products, of the eow F mixed, together! 
they would have children- Now there were many 
people lo the sixty-four [gramas-] who would do 
none of these things, nor put on heathy ashes ; but 
ninety-six households* which had multiplied ft-otn 
the members of eight families, did learn the 6*0 
letter and other incanlaltoc-s, forsook Cod *fld 
joined with M&mkka Wachakar, and thewe people 
are called the Mamgrama unto this day; but rhote 
who for Cod's sake suffered all the evils brought 
upon them by this sorcery, and who would neither 
listen to the incantations not put cm the heathen 
iisbcS, a much larger number among the sixty-four 
{grnrtiatik tlteW Manikki Wldiakar and the people 
who followed him called Dh.iriflykkal fncui-w i caJ'crs)i 
and therefore Ibey lit *tiEl so called. two 

hundred and ninety -three years from the arrival of 
Mar Thomas the Apostlc F at which time these people 
were becoming more and more afflicted, by the 
blessing of find. Who saw the decay of the 
Christian*, the Bishop of Ur&ha, 1 in the land of 



■Clirt'vnl lr-M<T 



- lliilij v; Ecosv. in A'ia Minnt- 
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&yna, had this drez.ri-c.ri-: I c in his sleep, is 
follow); ' Is it m tuscrt-w t* you Chit the ChFistLare 
of Malabar, whom I died to gain, ace wftMing and 
perishing ? 1 Hiving heard this voice, the Bishop 
uf U riha. went to the "holy KathoHkos 1 of Jei csslem, 
and reported tin; matter. Then the KathoiHra 
called together all the experienced divines, and 
having taken counsel with them and come to a 
decision, he summoned an honourable Christian 
merchant named Th^mcna, living in Jerusalem, atld. 
commanded him. to ascertain and report the state 
of affairs in Malabar. He arrived in Malabar, and 
when he sow the cross worn as the hadge »f the 
Christians that believed through the labours of 
St Thomas he approached them 

“He then inquired and learnt all their affairs 
in past years, and having seen their disttf-*t for 
Wiirlt Of dc-Tgy, be decided to make no stay there, 
but forthwith embarked in his ship, returned to 
Jerusalem, and told the holy Katholikns all their 
cijcumatarKK. 

" Thereupon th* Kathblikcs commanded and sent 
with the honoured merchants, Joseph the Bishop of 
Ucfllia, and besides him several priests and deacons, 
and many men, womens and children. Having 
blessed them, he embarked them, and, by the mercy 
of God, they all landed safe at Malabar in the year 
of our Lord 345. 

" Then the people in the division of Kottakayal, 
and the Christians, called Dhanlykkal fnon- 
wearera), in the sixty- four (gramas.), sssembletl, Jind 



1 Ecclciir^rcil l : Sirirr:h. 
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having taken counsel together they submitted to 
the Bishop- Afterward* Knayil ThOmma paid a 
visit to the royal presence- of ChSmnnan Feromil, 
the sovereign king of Malabar, and presented an 
offering, and declared all the circumstances. Then 
hi* ma-jesty was, sjlad, *od mw*e declaration as 
follows: '.All that is required of us, the ruler of 
the land, we have no hesitation in giautin^;. and 
according thereto Lhe sun and the moon are 
witnesses, *o that as long as sun and moon eodune 
there shall never be any breach in this grant of 
the following necessary privileges 1 to wit [hen; 
foSlowS a litf of seventy-two outward marks of 
distinction enjoyed by the firahmans and high 
castes in Malabar, some relate to houses some to 
processions, some to ornaments and dress], and 
Other rights consequent thereupon and included in 
the above. , . / These ho caused to be engraved 

on copper. 

" Then the land of Kodurtg&Uur, within 
Par^walannyi, measuring two- hundred antf forty- 
four rods of elephant measure, and by the authority 
of Chtrakijn TC-warira, rdlihg is princej with flowers 
and water (signs of possession 1 , were received by 
lhe foreign Christian, Thumma, and recorded- In 
this manner he planted a stake for a church and 
a town on the following auspicious dale, A.H. 345, 
in the nth month (Aqtiarias), the Jtjlh day f 
Saturday, and the fjth aderjam and the ;th day, 

41 At that time, in the sign of Cancer, hairing 
received Kodungallur, the town called Mahadevar- 
patlSnam (the city of the Great God), and while 
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lie was dv.fl ling 1 there with festooris Wight, 

he cleared out the enemies that were struggling 
•for the sovereignty in Malabar, and for this 
object In ii I out necessary wealth, making great 
exertions, and having crowned Cherunifln Perumal 
as Lord to reign, and having presented him with 
the up heaped measure of jewels for hi* crown h it 
was therefore commanded that no one till the end 
of the world should do any dishonour to this 
people. 

41 For this and other purposes he gave and sent 
with us seventeen castes, which arc necessary W 
other castes- These seventeen castes were in India 
(Baratha) before the time of (the low -caste sage) 
Pakanar These seventeen he gave to those who 
were baptized to do Id* work (or to be inferior)." 
[Then follow the names of Ih* low castes — 
blacksmith^ carpenters, etc-, etc. ] H These 

(Christians) abounding in faultless goodness, fen 
protection irmtcd with tbeir greatness the 

Mnnigrima. 3f the people of any taste did any 
injury, whether barons or princes, with temple 
power to- civil power, against one of these eighteen 
castrs, if the eighteen castes assembled and 
deliberated, they would not be appeased unul a 
fine was paid. This was the practice far nine 
hundred and twenty years, but now {T770) they 
do not S£* take counsel together. In this way I he 
NasrAnis (Ni^-antmes), who came from Jerusalem 
with their honours' and good customs, having 
taught us (the Gospel), beta me joined with us in 
marriage, but similarly,, lest degeneracy of race 
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should Sake place, the great ones united together 
the enslaved among those who came (from Syria} 
and the interior people (of this country}, and built 
one hundred houses oi one kind in the northern 
row, and the inferior ones seventy-two of another 
kind on the south side, and that there may be no 
change herein for all generations, the greater hold 
the succession on the father's side, and the inferior 
on the mother's.*' Here follow the differing 
customs. **The great ones marry standing, the 
in Ear lor kneeling ; the great Dues’ ornament is the 
cioss, the mfenof ones’ the fkalawam in marriage. 
The great ones veil (the bride) all over, the inferior 
ones only the shoulders. The great ones at a 
marriage give sweetmeats immediately after the 
wedding, the inferior ones before, etc, etc. The 
merchandise of the great ones is gold and silver, 
that of the inferiors salt, hah, etc, Thus for great 
ones and inferiors were customs of distinction 
settled, and the city was named Maha D#w?t 
P attanam, and called after Jerusalem, the city of 
God 

" Nowj before the Nasrlnis, children of God, 
settled * down there, Knayi Thomman 1 and the 
Bishop ;:nd maipans (divines) having taken counsel 
together, thought i| not tight to take away the 
ruling power from the family to whom Mar Thomas 
the Apostle gave ordination to rule all the 
Christians in Malabar, therefore they gave the 
■dignity of Archdeacon to that family to rule all 

I TN "unw *■? Thoirmn, In foie-nic'iLipnwl , ttUtd 

Th4mU c* tana- 
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the people and to hive pre-eminence. Accordingly, 
in 3.11 percods they exercised judicial powers, on all 
the Malabar Christians while bishops were 
constantly coming from Antioch, and they all 
fare authority in Malabar to the archdeacons 
(ai-Jtadiyakflns). They ruled all Mabbar (diocese) 
for four hundred and eighty years. Afterwards 
the Portuguese (Partnfcj or Feringhee) came to 
Cochin Fort, and thereby the coming of the Sawis 1 
| the Patriarchs from Babylon] was put a Stop to." 

In this account there is given art explanation 
of the fact that among the Syrians, there were two 
p units, the * Northerns w and the " Southerns, 1 ' of 
whom the Northerns were supposed to be the 
highest. They never intermarried tintLl in s Sj 3 
a young man of the " Southerns," a student in 
our college, married a Northern girl. He became 
eventually a pastor in out Church, of which, at the 
time of his marriage, his father-in-law was a very 
active member., and he died the death of a good 
shepherd — for his flock. 



1 jF.tiiyi. Syriac for UifcBr:-p*£* or Pope, ind tierce |:aii forth, She 

fcijhtsi ecdKiKliul lilkr 




CHAPTER XIII 

ah Objection Discussed 

The Rev. Georgs Milne Rat, in his book, Th* 
Syrian CAurcJSt i* f*dia r l aiming to show that the 
Apostle St. Thomas preached onLy in India north 
of the Ganges, and not is the south, gees on 
So say, with reference l<3 the M*Uy*l>m-Syrian 
tradition of Brahmin converts made by the Apostle 
in Travaneoire, " It is sufficient to remark that in 
th* second century (a.d.} there weee neither Jews,, 
Christians, nor Brahmins in Malabar,* 1 

Let us consider the question of the Brahmms, 
the chief Aryan-speakLng people in Indin, who must 
introduced their language into Southern 
India, where, especially in the MaEayalam country, 
it has greatly enriched the language. The learned 
Bishop CtldweEl says; 11 The oldest Drt vidian 
word found in any written records of the world 
appears to be the word ' peacock ' in the Hebrew 
lest of the books of Kings and Chronicles, in 
the list of the articles of merchandise brought in 
Solomon's ships about rood ft-C.* 1 11 DravidLan " 
means one of the South Indian or non-Aryan 
languages. The weird t#±ri t to which Bishop 



i klr.fiL & Sons. Edinburgh, 
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Caldwell refers, would Wily be used ifl South. India. 
If peac&cks were imported into Palestine from 
North India they would bear a Sanscrit name. at 
if from Ceylon a Tali name, and peacock* are 
plentiful all over India and Ceylon, and have Aryan 
ttAKt 

This s^was to plane the part of embarkation 
sn the Tamil country, where St- Thomas first,, 
according to the legend, began his «wk, and where 
tie was eventually martyred, 

“ Elephant *' an Ilchrcw is kab t the equivalent 
of the Sanihnt habh^ and "ape" is knp, for the 
Sanskrit kitpi, a flame still used Lti Travancorc 
for ,J monkey “ : Ka vinr J or Kapiut, " monkey land," 
being the name of a well-known place in 
TravuKOR from whose hills Lhe apes were 
« ported. These are Aryan words. 

These words, then, go to prove that Aryan* w>ere 
living m South India ipaa B.C., side by side with 
Dravidians. If so, why not In A.E. 55,, or somewhat 
Jjiter, when St. Thomas is reported tp have converted 
them ? 

In Psalm vlv. H, the Divine Bridegroom Is 
described as chid in robes smelling of " myrrh, 
aloes, and cassia." Professor Earle quoted in Ccmi 
Kirkpatnck on the P^dmi notes, that “‘these 
English apice names are all identical with the 
words in the Hebrew : 1 For with these Oriental 
spices their Oriental names travelled! westward, 
nnd they became, through Creek and Latin, the 
common property of the European languages,' Jl 
j ! iytfh is Arabic; tassia is the k#$tt «F India 
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(Indian, orris} ; aloes is the perfumed wood pf an 
Indian tret Itoiy j; also mentioned in the Kanic 
connection with H gold, of Ophir" Tbiis note is 
Uiven here becati&e it well illustrates the way in 
wtuch words carry hiitPriCil evidence. 

The Strongest point against South India as the 
scene of the Apostle's labours is that the Acts of 
St, T&etrtfis relates that he was summoned to India 
by Gondaphares, an Indo-Parthian Lung, and mil by 
a South Indian raja Hut, on the other hand, what 
weight need we attach to the report of a writer 
who attributes alt sorts of uusciripLui.iE ;mii Gnostic 
practices to the Apostle? The " Asia " ha.$ been 
altered by Hater writes to make the tacts fit in 
with the viow : s of a G»n<ytic age 

Lt is not impossible that St. Thomas, or some 
other apostle^ may have made converts and 
established thttrehes in other parts of India. We 
know Iti at the Christians of St. Thomas have Left 
Calicut, where they first met the Portuguese, and 
were driven out of Cranganore (Kodungallur hr 
Mahacfevar-pattanam). May it not be that earlier 
seftlrnncnfs to the north were forsaken or rie jl roved 
under the stress of persecution? One of (Lie seven 
churches founded by St- Thomas was at a place 
nn wed Chuyal, in the eastern hills of Travunccrc. 
3t has long been abandoned owing to wild animals; 
hut the ruins remain, and would repay antiquarian 
research. 

Fresh light of a most interesting kind has been 
thrown upon the question in a laborious and 
considerable volume by the Eight Rev. Bishop 
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A. E- MdlyicMI, formerly Vicar-A [Mated ic of the 
Roman. Sre at Trkhur, in the Cochin sUt#, north 
of Travamcone. In his book 1 (I quote from an 
article by myself in the Chunk Mtsshn&ry RfvUw 
for 190;, p. Gji) — 

“ Bishop HmHytiM w’i'h =■ w«*i* eenotrot l-! iibLh. Lbnc 

Li in ;hi< f-inm <A«/tfi<iira nhuJi liLu. made many writers sn ready 
10 ilOubt IliF tiim li liOiliLiiic^ kltlfihtog Southern Lr<l:i 11 Llir 
rni-^ion -f rW o1 (ht Ajutilr Themes, and La contradict nl» lb? 
iirlir-Ti of Oic Kyrlua CbrliliaOS tii Malabar 1i.it they (Fw>riiel*p> 
MIC I hr c|(±Ctiu1ini* nf hkt fili r . tonvrrl.i thorp The hlekt i* fr- 
ied* i* hie wilier helore bishop Ueolyoll ii Llic Frv. 0. Milne Kir, 
in bit. book, 7 Ai Syrian fAsrrrvi. Hr daiml m hive rhop-n thnt 
i hr Si. Tbnmaa f’hrii'jms atr merely Syrinx colonials who niri'e'l 
kb India lm the end oF ibr sinth rtniOrfy, anti he "believer tlial bo 
li.u proved this hy n discuiAiin L'r curam roini "beiric™ the iisro.r 
o' ft and op hoi* a, who criipiwl ip C*bul from, .ibou; *.is. a» to bo. 
St. Thomas the Apooi»t loanccied. »slh itis- lens; bj BnuJmnci, 
Lhe writer or nn nnrirot H§ri*c woifc known nv Asia TAfmtr. 
Theiefore, arpu-ri Enr, SL. Thomos-'i lodia min'd Imae teen 3 .■■'Vi 
India or Af^hnni^nis dacltuively. 

" ]li,h,:,|, Me.ltwolt, while nrrt|Hist tbe ■ isnipnaiy l*h< 1,Jrt 
ot ihe ApernSr St. Thomm ip ibi frc.jbiwuThDoJ oF ftiMi 
Cun'1°|i^r*«, lu*L that he nEi.F*w*nS» preached nski *u 
nwlyrn:! Its S-butheiD I mlii it Sd Tht*pu' Mount, war Uadtas. 
The evhJtrw* at which 1,4 h “ trtief “ T ™7 

'"$e, K (ilnedo fiyrui (who diirl J.n. ayo) r in hie SJyrieO hyrani 
vi ritlpnb ai tilesu. nnd Jii'ihii ia Alia Minor, rtfere to Ibe 
Inborn* nf ihe A|>usLlr St, TlKntio* vraoi* " the ladLaiu . 1 u|Km 
whose L Min-burnt " and ' doit * L-nniplexiom the tolwLly poet 
h |wf 1I,_ The bonci oF St. fhorvios, bronchi from lndii 1o 
biilAdkj, he linyy; ol n ' hiJuohle liennare thii fieri, none 
[suiti dbLh Indin yrehl. 1, 

e The i i~ur: ■: nt n tM« — IF St. E(*r*m ihnught Ihil 
Af^hooiilon (or Ki»^ Crondo|iharK’ Tt^ido*|, fn Ifc er™? 

i /w.fi.t j.idrf ;if .lyiv,'.'? TA’"dj-j, Fry A. F- JJadlyMlip BisFo|' "( 
Trlt'iimbi. Lnndon.: Dnvid Tfnll, r^Ov 
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IdiitMdci u Edam, (he ]il«i wtiesre (he teller af the 

AfOillt hud GOnte. fen* 1 rOuld be drieribe their frfr..|il# pi 
p'-cri hi[ rwn-farnjit, and nb a L would br Ibe Miitai cJ Alluding 

to ± ftettt Thu, ai (E^ mKct h*nd F wi.™ld will wit wiiJi 

Sonth lndu., TiEir Cellar, a-bcre the icii.it'.linLi are dark- 
■rDriipJriG-.mfi.l, ?m) where (Ac Fpinons peacl-frihrurr see ^cricH 
to this liny Theie Mid sinilur soda, iterations dg ngl F |:-t r h j pn , 
it-:-j;-lulirlY |>r-=J'T >h-'( 'H? I'nillt oF S(, ThonnS Wll- in tbl 
5 n u 1 1 1 e t ri 7i:s Jtniy r Ihnugb it guts very near it. St. F-ptrern, 
as Ibe Bishop smi, stints in tbsse hymn* Jar ill lik Irlkiv- 
Cbrkiiini n( nearly L-entueie* agi), afi ((rttifae H» (Ft 

iommon belifi la Min. MufHjr in eIkm I>yi, ihngi similar 
rtJerenM* me iibnicri fsena -eMly litwfkal lnwii, enlemlnn, and 
ntftiiycftkfciti n[ lir tintlrrn □*;! Weilrra CSuTch», but llej 
itr rtf Iris in - I'U'tnnci ns being only er&HF ni the earliest keliel . 

M Then Ibe cbiei iwitors or nonets nf lisicnrs to Ibe refilled 
(Anne nF fit- Thu mi: neir M-idris ire given, Theodrirui, 
JC.D. jjjn,. bring (he first, who ls rejmeterl by Si. Gtcpnrir p| 
Tonrs. T':en enme the embniy nt uue A|1rerl eh# [ii^s, S*JF 
iser hinted I'lilo, mil rr.NuuS Homin trilre-.-ivlH*, 

r jq[u h.J i: ■ ninl; finally, ’.'rsi 'iinc tiiibPpn, n i.oi, .i1wm the 
dale rd she triL atdvnt -yl the Fustugursr in Indin, when, to sny 
me leu:, Lhe lp*i Ijeftin 1* darken IhF ancient Inal tradition* 
herein by voids ndlbnut knnvilr.igr. 

41 To speak rd (he first id ilirs-c emnser. The Indian and lie 
Edeueae dote ii*r the Pmt ol ilir Apoalle St. Thnnozs, 
July jid, st -made I# yield n vfry dene |irnnJ lb.it SL. Clrejory's 
infomanl, Theudoie, Tinil -eis-it-pd Mylitpoie and St. Thranni.' 
UiMht F tlailini. tm it vrns Jil (be time ol e^epuanqlly liravy 
tn|s.s, tudi is ntTir ociur in Fjdes^i, in o.b|rb F ha •( sn*r 
r-lHivf, the remniTis nl the Apatite- weer gprriiil, tnd u-bere, a-s 
ueU nv Jt Jlflipen, a shrine or (vnsb oF Fit. TJumnns hnJ 
been net Led. T-he hen-y rai# wjw thn.1 or ibe -l>iiIL-utvl 
inonsDan, a.™! IwJltlCtri Chill TFmdoie hnd vLsiLtd (ke Somlh 
Indkin »hsLAe r,| ibr A-jhi'CIo, nrd Ibnt so lie hneL is a.iv. 

"The clr.ienj- of uthers tn be (he Apasilei nF Indin arr diseumd 
and rejmeil , wrt a very eshnuilLte e^amiiialinD af (he A cfs 
vf Sr Tkomai is jiven. prwn (hk we aie led (a see that the 
nri^innl ilnry «| (be AjnMtle'i -cj-reeF hm been (e,rrv.-p[ed by 
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Gnostic tntET|mla:ic'iH r imlci.ij ijioj pmcEic&Ny u GnasEic, end 
'iT'cribicf; him m wnitarjily taEbiddifg th,e .iijm ol timiiuji 
J*y |«n;ilr. TMt* j-tfj however., itc-qi iitdijcatiorv: rh >d 1st 
stnry w laid Lb * Hisdta nmniij, a nd (*<?! irv tho wutb i 1 

land nt :<rrmc. bIu! bniir^ tiluit r*K>d, nF Ij_l- mifcilr 

]>dbCF in Ifu? presence- a; inaLhen pritsLs ■“? itril-iiTiSiiiil-, of YthstLsi 
drawn li;,- cnLlle inoL hr hnraijh and of palanquins merl 1o Erny 
jicrhnr-h cl diMinciiOn- Altogether Ibc -tndence wrEiss to poi^t 
itfOnjiy A SotaLli ] fill: ,i n A|HhJi>LilIi -BT St. Tho*#(,’ 1 ' 

* 

T. Stokes, D,D , Professor of EcclessasticaL History 
in the Unrversity of Dublart, waiting about fit. Patrick, 
uys ; "I do not thunk any sound historical instinct 
wilt doubt that the tradition of a whoLe nation,, 
embodied in docuAicnts aomc a& oLd a» lIik sevturh 
century, and reproducing Ltaelf Ln fli^ rriEKst 
permanent of all recorda — the bopogmphy of the 
lonntryj must have liail a :*yo1k 1 foujicbtioEL in = und 
that tieEiition ascribes our national EMinversion to one 
definite person— $t. Patrick. The intent 1 evidence 
ia all ifl favour of its authenticity,” Dr, Todd, 
apeak ing <?{ the " Confessions "' of St. Patrick* says a 
“ It contains, none of the ridiculous mrraclca which 
lh£ later biographers of St. Patrick Love lo record 1 ' 1 
u C&nngf hut a Hfiwf, (hi talc it thine* 

Let any Syrian of Malabar read ™ £t. Hiwtlt I he 
AposrSe “ for '* St. Patreck,” and the eoirrcitkncc 
amounts almost to identity. 



> /rr/anrf and fie CdfSt driarvi. LKlnrir ii... p. ij. fj. F.C. K,, 
J-90?. 




CHAPTER XIV. 

SfECIlXEtl 5 

Ajt Aecfit at &f ti Syrian Reformed Sendee eind 
e>f a Book of Prayers. — Cottayam is tire head- 
qpaxtsrs alike of the Syriaris and of the Church 
Missionary Society, and being there (in igiOj.) on 
Sunday, August 2 3s,t„ if ter Holy Commuiii&tt &t our 
earlv scivlcc, I attended (.he A 'uminimj or Eucharist 
in one of the two Syrian refomred churches in the 
town. The vicar is a priest who, for the s-ake of 
primitive and Scriptural tTuth, has lost at law 
the largest church 3 in the place, which, with its. 
endowments, has gone 10 the Jacobites. The new 
thurcil built by the reformed congregation has, like 
many Syrian churches, three arches at the east end, 
each with its veil- The priesc and communicants 
werft, according to their custom, fasting. One trim 
stood ahearo. another on, the " altar. 1 ' The priest 
was assisted op the north by a rle&OOti in a white 
cassock, and On l ho south hy the sexton, who was 
irt (*y dress and swinging a ttustr. The priest, 
vested in a eopn, kept the eastward position, except 
when turning !o the west he frequently Ma*d 
the people with the sign of the cross. Two lighted 
candles stood on the reredos, and they were blown 
out once, at the sermon. The incense bearer at 



L Th± Chtiju ralfi, uc ,d UttkOupcfa " [me 3k 

« 
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certain times kissed Use corners or form of the 
h altm,” and in turn tensed it, the priest, and the 
people. Sometimes the priest made praitn t/iQttj 
before die " altar. 1 ' .Most interesting of nil was 
tht; "'Kiss of Peace* given thus: The priest held 
both hands in the smoke of Llie censer, and then 
turned them towards the deacon, who drew tlicm 
gently through has own, nfid offered his in turn 
to tile nearest mail, ami j^i the " Kiss’ 1 ivas passed 
mpjdly through Htc whole church. 

Before the Lm liarist, the priest said, in the words 
of the Liturgy, ' Let the pure draw nigh"': the 
iSflKtoii III turn railed Gul, H ' Let the |]ri’|i;iml iXicTSC 
forward.," and then six or seven aged women Lame 
Lip, and kneeling in a line on the south side in 
the nave were eomiiLunicatrd in both kinds,, the 
wine being poured into die it mouth* from a spoon. 

Now [ had never before witnessed a Reformed 
Kariibiiait from beg mn big to end — we have too 
iiiikIi ortaipEition with our own flocks — and it was 
a revelation to me, Here arc tlie famous ^Sirt 
Points 11 m full (Lff in ;■ RyfLVnnod Syrian Church, 
and yet the Church .Vfm ionary fjcuirti Ims been 
charged with altering tlie Syrian ccrejiHitnes, with 
wind i, indeed, we had nothing lu. do, nur could 
yvij have interfered if we desired or had the limp. 

J-T^m ^hat 1 have heard, 1 gather Lhcst there is 
tin rigid uniformity among the Reformed Syrians 
in thy matter of ritual, and it is alleged against 
tlicsii as a proof uf weakness; hut H must he 
understood I hat they have not as yet land sufficient 
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time, and rest from lawsuits to elaborate their ruin 
in matters of secondary importance. 

In what foltowa h I gi^ the first few pares of 
a bt>ak put forward by the Reformed Metran tn 
Malay^lam. Seme prayers only are jjLven he?c as 
specimen^ but they are all equally good. 

“0R¥ilDIK»t SVfclAW CUltlSTSAh: FHAYEEtS, 

11 Tr»h J Frum Sjfrijc h By Ccrrmoiyfl D( The ll»1 R-rirrmA 
“ Mar Thomtt Aitiihdiiuii, MuiTtifHilLinn 
"of llikltr. 

IL SiLiin^ Om Til? Th,rtni« Of Th< Help ApotLlt Jtir Thomra. 
LH OF PR A YP.R. 

IE Tiikicc 'rflTft Cni»n V., w:\ic n j, rcammiriiSed liy lit 
ilplr Apwllti, mil octhcdDX Putrlnirlii. 

" W r e Are rpHjHin*^f.f Sa pray r.f-i'rtrfrMf , jbjM fates ten- a tell 
rtf Eat t, far at rAf iait Messiah j'j me; iiifciltd ,'M rif EatJ. 

'■ ■}, Ail Christians, tn risirtp fr&nr tirep es rrly it} r V 
I nrrwtBr. \h,<u;,i ,Tf .Iii:'f HwA Sir f-MC -surf jlrtfy, 

a- art tPPxmntdnt if pray /nvu tiercs, ftia ; At mar*, 

pnauie 1. hf 7 ,' r i i granted Sight ■ u? n/nr , .'Vi - u i L He iu£j 
Jt/rbereJ to - Cj Jg n.ir 'j i' ; af jurv>d p if 1 . v ri ri r He WOJ Tratitd ft- tie 
iriii ; it three, ittinit the tdrth \/u,.itd ? r,J tit dead reft; 
at ft- it, par Tt\i *F tuin£ tit Hffj W; u i iunt, far freHtsSStn fra*' 
it Irani urrj rr pfaritiwli af M/tiltH* iff till ; J f f/fidnifii, far 

iafaiy un.-d dSt/tnaa/tte f*a*>t ali periis. If ail camps pray 
jfjyjy tihtei, they art tvhnd tv fray thrift, at wne/imst oi'J 
fJflMif .Tiid Harriet. 

"f t’fi! :■’ .:■ 1 1 p |.' r ( fet jC'i'w fat hit AtnJ.i tn 

Arr breast, central all Xis fixwght), a "d B ’ ifi anatiam, 

arid Imntiiitth siattditiy stmiardf Sit L<si£, let Airti warship 
ffiifb Paired bij iV| j n p 1 SPf i'rjif. f rtni fat eiend fa bceatt , 

Iff I thfltldtr ta rifhS, laying At fellutrl J Tc FithfC r SaD, 
<nd lloh' Gbost If pr.iiir- FtWII tl>^ IifsitniAg a:J :*r ever. 
A nun, 
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" Hilly, Hnly, llnly, ii Lit Lord God., i hr hliifl'ty Om, wirL 
V/hc-ic ]ituLj:j ir: filled EIeovtu and E-nr'li. Ip ihf Htijjbii 
he pinviE. illtrseJ ir Hr Ihat hi«k ^t4tt and [kill ccsat in 
:he Kanw u: ft* Luri. In ft* MHtijhri be pcsL«. 

,J (J (':™l. Holy xii Thou. Mighty One. Holy -nr I Thou. 
Pcuthlt^i Uj.t, Haty oit 'Thau. Thau Who ridsl li.iny u]nm 
ikE CroiE 3 cj ii r, grint Thy blessing upon W- T"*uj idling 
said thrice, entf drier, M Aim say tin 

frtlrwini ; — 

“fj :m ; ] mri, |> in.nl tlty hkv;.ii|; upau U1 Qwr Luid, 
wj(k fnvHiur |;i:iiiL TbV Li I ■= i j . 1 1 |J U.|iD[l VO. O OU[ Lunl. jjrxpl 

Tfcy blrun'ij; upon bs, receiving out psayET p-nd bu» itrvic*., 
grant Thj - blessing upon ut, Pm«i hr ip TL«, Q- Creilor, 
Piniio ht (a TSbre. (J Aiing. iknuing mtioy upon 

Tky likfil nmniU, ip tht ht praise. Baiequme (the Lord 
blm. ur]- 

"■TME LORD'S PRAYER 

'"■A Prayer (igr.irri oil tb-hgcn., gboiLly and boriUy}. litre, 
i&p — J liXir FatJrrr* J.'Jd! Ddi’divgy ; liik iQf ? — O Dili LprUi 
jeiuj MitkUiIi, >kui nm Thaii in oue f*;« :h« door nf Thy 

lilmj.u^s. We eanlets ?hi1 in uie sinner*, bleir Them u*. 
Thy lave brnughc Thet dowp Srnrr, Tky iikcij i» n\, rhur by 

Thy Dtilh our ilenth miplit bf dune Oran Than Thy 

blessing upon us 

“ ff rrt, dfllr fn>L>— ' Lari' i Prayer 1 dui AtW rfojWpffr5, WV 

Pial n y-L, fjulm tJI. 

,£ ,1 Prayer (for Pig let tin*}- , ,. . 

“ AT iirj'.ijg >aii tnis ie\‘rv.i*£-, |™ thrice. An Ac? nf 

Praise 

“■ .tej.- tkr fa-ri i Prayer, tte. 

‘■JVjryvrj Creed." 

Then (in Syriac* Bareh]iirnTr (Hue L-urd bless us}. 
Staiimen kales (let us stand Kvriyeliyswn 

(Lord have JKheycyJ. The last two phrases Art 
{■TriJ-L, though said as Syrian 

A prayer. (Against aH evil thoughts, lusts* idle 
words* etc,, ete-J 
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Thas is the Evening Prayer, and so- the Syrian 
Church Vsgins the day as the Jews did! in the 
evening. Prayers for other hours follow, taking 
up eighty pages. Then a week's confession s in 



preparation for the Eucharist* thirty-three pagoa; 
Eucharist, seventeen pages; the Dialogue and the 
Penitential Psalms, seventeen pages; and for 
certain special seasons, forty pages. 



KHIn 

J\ iVrH 

A HriEAS KujcaL Dean, C*r.l.EU A KoUrEMnOrJi, 
KA.tTAriA.IL Or Ua.-ij-. I CHURCH, 
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The Jacobites use the same devotions* but theirs 
art tainted with prayers to the saints and angels, 
and the " Hail Mary 51 (including, " Pray for us now 
and at the lime t>f out death ate. In the hook 
used by the. Reformed Syrians there is. I believe, 
□ l 1 1 i 1 1 ; : il; remaining that an Evau^ctifi] Chur eh man 
could rightly call superstitious; at the same 
time Lt is Orient al. Thus Missionaries have 
evangel ised, taught in our t?wn scFioqI* and churches 
the truth of Hie Gospel, end have left tire Syrian* 
lo refimn finer w n RiV.ial-v 

The Syrian* tail the Holy Supper or Hoty 
Communion by the Finnic of Kfirjf^inr, which is 
equivalent to ‘'Cm-ban 1 " (St, Matt, sv,J, and means 
T/tt Offering. This js. a primitive word, corres- 
ponding to the Grech Ttpoefylpa or iij>Gi<teptt. T hey 
have the- Liturgy of Sfc James, The Rcv 
(!■ R. Howard, quoted in Whitehourc't l-ingerings 
f>f Ligfu in ti Dark l-irnd, 1 g'i'TS the following 
preface Or rubric in his translation of it: — 

" TAr nl-najfiAifirw of 3/jr fkt kroikrr pf out Zdi-*/. 

■ I tkir i> tbs 6r*i r pr&-aw wMM Ay raid Af h a rd and i#*rwtd 

jfnUM t&f rriii’i'i pf tiiv Lord. , And /if rfftf ufV (tifd w $mff 
rn H fl j/lljr JV foOfd. jlnJ jV Si jir^r f# &ff\ r. r /JS m'x jw / A - . J.-jy 
flf Ski infiM" tfiv p/ SiJnd-. fir, tit rd Ski fiibrJig (*/ t&/ iftfirse. 

?'At um s&flhM ff?r tftif Cr*rha _if *.■/. i rfi* 

£ 0r<f i it * ir swnwfiT if it i*r p^tt 1 



1 l'!i:i<in (S- CVi., CM. I I -a- ml .Sln^'l 




Chapter xv. 

MUfUSCKJFTS, SVRIAC AMU JIilLAYALAM, ANU THE 

RUtMTED TRANSLATIONS OF THE StEUFTUPE 

When Df. Claudius Buchanan visited the Syrian 
chtmrhes in i Sodv he was ^ery anxious to have a 
tra notation into Malays lam made f«nn the Syriac, 
whtth, in India, was a language known only 
to the clergy L here existed one Gospel in 
Malftyalam, that of St Matthew, and It was lit 
manuscript, pTeserved St the present time lit 
Mavclibra. 

Flu: translation, which was planned by Buchanan, 
ni nmuultrtian with the Syrian Metropolitan, Mar 
DiOflysiul* was carried out chiefly hy Philippes, 
a hlttanar or priest, -who, a? deaeon, wrote out with 
his own hand tin: four Gospels in Syriac some 
hundred and Forty years ago. His name is 
revered amongst his people as Rambari (q * monk 1 ) 
Philippas. When Dr Buchanan visited Trtivancore 
a second time, tit i&Q/ t as be tells us in the C&rijtittTi 
Ficsiarcfai, the Syrian " Bishop prosecuted the 
i randat i nn of the Script urers into the Malabar 
language without intermission until he h&d 
complied the lout Gospels . 11 Dr. Buchanan also 
tells us that he hfrnsel f 1 " carried the manuscript 
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to Bombay to be printed, An excellent fount of 
Malabo lypea having 1 bran. recently cast at that 
place. Learned natives went from Travarrcore to 
superintend the preA*-'" Thwfoto just a century 
ago it was being Laboriously set up under the eyes 
of the '■ learned fi is of this edition that 

Henry Martyn, the great missionary, in his journal, 



■VviTii'l rJfAl i'c^- 




J^a « a£&a ^rN^y'S iVn r^b^c i 

\s a 

..e& ii pd 

_ v A \\ i L Wt, j 

.ViMnAU 1 rtrfkWil [Z 1 ^, fyWfi'U- 

hr . Jyair III- ati. 

Syr j: MruuKripc of fuir Gtiipch and A CIS (-ujiciJ dkrftL i r.' y*M1 JpJ- It 
Hirr.'tan ;.VI L-TikJ Fhilrpp-=-s, tIvi af»rward" -ii ■ Jo?, Ir'iriUlnJ il ii44 
Mjiifilin. 



under date arm! February, r£]Q> writes fiom 
Bombay, saying; “'At the 'Courier Press' I saw 
the Matayalam New Testament in pi mt as far as 
the nth of John.” This* I believe, is (.he only 
version of the Scriptures ever mode by Indian 
Christians alone, without immediate European 
stipervijiofl. 
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To quote horn some wor<ft of mine written in 

1892 ; — 

“ It LI n «n - |'| uni HL LrUDihiLiu-li irinLj LI* -i.hiil :ntlicrriii-;r I- - 
Lh< Si-rhi. Ll £i_v ■ i-ntrrly Lji 1 Loril J±im. h Tic 

Jewish Silibii h ii iIwavi caIInI 1 SaiunlAT'. 1 E Siloti 1 L* 
J Akal-l;*i utA ' ; Si riuL , ■ IJn= jLinrltre-r 1 — Jiifiilly, £ Lit Js-ic jrtr 
AC llt.ll.' 1 LeuYt Lh4l4 lIiT off£ric£ us) III:: Jlhr, 1 IAh.1l 

sg _^4 n rn F 

^ ^ &I 5 i 

ou _o 

rHr * ® O SFj 3 

■■ ■ i 



JtMJt Ir/f >■* V'tuto, AiSit!, Li*4fM, 

FlUT PRIH7K0 Mu.aVaLaU GfclFBl: 
iMr^nill -jf Lint mii* If Itomiiiy, ikA TTIrt 1*11 fair fan nr 
El. I,>,,, iii. i'. " LiuJ h 'O'rf Iht "'"'••l 14 » fi'' r ]lrt a ".' Kn 

^prifeii rcf*lHi. 

n, 34. 1 Gil-4 1 im-H+pnfVilL. to ' ihoit tbligEiKf,’ 

in F,o!:* lIL $, 1 Tli? ¥*mt 7 And r Tlic HcJy Spirit’ art 

ralfed by I lit Syttj* niviTKS- * PriroclAtr 1 or " Cs»Fartir ' rradt 
ai £ Thi Orw who Hfmhio or cnuSs. 1 High rriecL it 
EcAAslartJi bj- lilt levels vranl for J tliihap ’ ; the p.Iifln.1 dE r*4r? 
irtrte k n rloily t.nd'* curiosity. " 
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T he following ii (A $iuc) |he English tillc-pagt > — 



THE NEW TESTAMENT 

OT 

OUR LORO AND SAVIOUR 

JESUS CHRIST 

l 

IHAMSUTKj) IMS? THE 

MALAY ALIM. 

PAR 7 /. 

COMaCHINsJ Tl IV. Fot'R Gs'^rtLi 

I • 

BCM.PAV : 

rinatEr *r 1HB Cfli-Kua I’mu. 

i &■.> S 1 I 

The Malaya] inn. is 3 curious ffipy of the English, 

ami ; — - 

TIIH KBH' OvS'SWTII'S 
OF 

CHJ* Lnun THK ttAV Isc; 0;** 

VtSO M E-SI HA 

Tkjim:.*tkz! uiftt fHf. JlAtAVitJLbi IT^cu;*. 

TtfK FIRST. 

OONTAIKISfi TIIK TqL'M Lvjb hs-E^s 

1 Th« fii™^ -h torn d£ my oom H but in ihr \J:ilij-iS3Ei Lh* dirt i J 
iStb'-iy.) the tor <if is liLctpiwn. ill I '.hr |*nb±blc diw nr 
finding it. 
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From the printed -second report of the Calcutta 
Auxiliary Hible Society it is plain that this 
rCniArkubte hfuJi printed Jt the expense oF the 
British and Fnintigtl BabEc Society. 

Five years after this published the Reverend 
Benjamin Barley had strived in Travaucore, and,, 
before long,, sa'w the necessity of a vvhole Bible 

4 ^'«TL-n^i|fl^'Wi*if56iJl!fran'te;fi[:*n-t f oa7 -a 
*j't- J| ** , *- l * c: * J Ofi* ■■ i 

tfrrujSuis Lai mvi^rvi V T ^ ' r K* 

/*V h 

|C «■■ c . t el iirf) '£ rt - 71 '"'i fru 

*V r*S3SMVJ*r™** rtg;£&-3fi, -j *. .m m' t,*.’ -£- ’■ V! 1ft. 

«r -id tn-WindiJi As.' 1 - Iff.:- rb .*y*r ■ , 
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i:i the vermicular^ and set about the work, ffiving 
the people ii oeiv translation from Lhc original 
I iebnew and Gttek. 

hi order to secure the co-operation of the Syria h 
priests, he caused copies of the parts as they were 
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translated la he made, in the native way an palm 
leaves, and these he circulated among them. 

I once had one of these palm-leaf copies [cut 
to me by Benjamin Bailey, junior, 

This translation. was published in ]Sm>, but a 
Gospel appeared earlier, that of St Matthew, in 
typo COt by Mf. Bailey's native blacksmiths, and 
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printed m a press made under hss directions from 
a description yiven in die Encydapteitia Hritiinui£<i f 
and which is. stjlt shown in Cotlayam. from oar 
reproductions one can easily sec die vast 
Improvements matte in the hundied years juSl |isi^t 
Fiist, there was only the Syriac, in its beautiful 
set i pt. embody inf; the words learnt by God 
Incarnate when He humbled. Himself to he a boy; 
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jret, to these natives of India, a deed language . 
Then the precious hand-written Malayslam, a living 
longue, and capable under the Holy Spirit of piving 
lift, but only a manuscript- This was fol Lowed 
in j R a t by the fimr Gospels, translated by the 
priests from their Syriac, and printed in the 
clumsy type which was thought beautiful a 
century ago, and had, indeed, a beauty In its 
wide-spreading usef ulflCSii, as every setting up 
of the type meant thousands of ocpwa. Next 
ut have Rai lev's first attempt, of which my nhi 
friend, the Venerable Koshi Kosht, told me lie 
remembered Finw, w|K=n it was published eighty 
years agu> people would crowd at night into a 
Stooge iinri nit round a native lamp of primitive 
shape and dim light far into the morning, while 
one of the party road to the entranced company 
in their own language the Divine story. The Old 
Testament books were especially novel to them- 
Finally, wc arrive at the Union version of the 
New Testament, finished m iSph. This, with the 
revised Old Testament, ls now the valuid Rihlfc 
for the Malayulam people, amounting to over four 
millions in llritish and native territory, and read 
■constantly by four iiuudr! , :l thousand. Indian 
Christiana. The Efour Gospels m the first printed 
edition [[Sit) weighs j lb* 2 w! and is yj inches 
by id. 1 , inches. The whole of Use New Testament of 
to-day is / t inches tong and 5 incln?* wide, and 
weighs 6 01. Still, we are &Otne wav off from a 
pocket edition of the Bible. However, as the bulk 
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of the Malayalam peapifi have mo pockets, perhaps 
it docs tiot much mail*! 1 . 

It is but j uM to say that scholars, both 
European and Indiais, representing Anglicans, 
Syrians, Nonconformists, and bcnnifl Evangelicals, 
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laavie llcjrrie lEwir pari in givinlg the vtjiole Wold, 
of God in escellenl Malayaliffi to tlae people of 
the Malabar coast. This has been the fond of 
revivals; otic- toot place imong the Syrians in 1874 
and e 57 £, producing much amendment of life and 
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much. reading of (hr sabred &criptlt«i Another 
revival i& taking place just now, 84 these pages 
ace being printed, and it seems as if the Syrians 
wee paying hack to the Church Missionary Society 
some of ihe spiritual help received by them in 
years gone liy, for the chief agent in this revival 
14 a Syrian layman, got* about preaching all 




K'.iuu, i. :*.<*>■ a 

FeorwisApiisri phom Rcmao of a Stops Mop vh k -ht if 
th» chi*i*i Produce ok Hii-akFc. 



(foruiraig a hkuHj In Chimi mt ihf until aad Mulililinini ia, Chin jndcs 
jT.r-u.sl f r-.iK.;i .-.i cpT A MtfHrtH *-P - mtiitfk LhUhl far t^s 

ywr*.} Ilk cuMilrth nuvti if Ckrgy l» Syr*fc= w# Ctram. tin 

Syiiln: in |l* 10#, ic*liriE frtni f«KlH Ml Ifft. L+ Jr#* IWiui* 

Tkc ncM The is fr-WK A“h i h ■ « ■'■ ■* (Stall: iNtit. PrfcHr. ITS* Ml a (la* h 
4 iOwirh fOnrji^OaTf^ Pricrfi S*c f. ilj.- 

over the country h and has been the means of 
arousing many people in the Church Missionary 
Society atationa. 

] f, LS V.!- h i . I! sold, I ': .1- Scriptures J.re the food 

of revivals, revivals increase the demand for 
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Scriptures. Sometimes sc has been di Fie nit for the 
MiiiiM Pnjas tr> print hooks with sufficient speed, 
and while an edition of live UsoUKiind. copies has 
been coming out, it has had to be increased to 
seven thousand five hundred The British and 
Foreign Bible Society has thus been a true friend 
to the Christians oE St. Thouias, and this debt is 
pEadly acknowledged. The firs! reforming Melran, 
at his death in 1^77, left Rs.50 to the Bible Society, 
and many of iU warmest supporters arc found 
among the Syrian pnests and laymen. 




CHAPTER XVI. 

The Fresew r akd the Future 

God's providence is very visible in the preservation 
of the ancient Christians of Malabar. At the very 
time Ihat *n r King John was filing o>it Jews' teeth 
lo make tlmn tunffliiti: their treasures, Hindu 
princes were p-rptectiog Jewish and Christian 
subjects whose ancestors had been honoured by 
Royal grants for hundreds of years. True,, the 
usefulness of the immigrants would recommend 
their being prutcclcd, and t liner ruin uggynKsiv^itess 
towards the heathen religions would ward off attack- 
They have resisted unto blood Roman bondage, 
and have been spoiled of thar -church, endowments 
rather than lose the truth held by the Church of 
England and other reformed bodies, Qn it he 
I hat Christiatis so preserved have rip further use 
in God's ecunuiFiy 1 Arft they saved only for 
themselves? Is there no purpose in their honoured 
position and their acclimatization m the great 
non-Christian land o-f India? Have they suffered 
vj many things in vain ? Their witness to the 
ancient creed of Christianity, to the Sacraments 
of Christ,, to the form of public worship, to the 
idemiiy of the Scriptures in the Chfirthes of the 
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East ami W<St, to the primitive and episcopal form 
of Church govtfflflKOt* to monogamy* and to a 
pare family liiftj alt combine without doubt to 
qualify theft for great services in the future 
to the Church of God- 

lf the few hundreds whu joined the rejected 
misRLCftaries in rSj/ have so signally helped to 
brir^r the heathen of Travaneore into the flock of 
Christ* what may we not expect from the sixty 
thousand reformed members of the Church of 
hi. Thomas under their own bishops ? Theif life 
is already telling upon the Jacobites, wlio, like 
them selves, are permitted to -read the Bible tn the 
vem&CUlar- When the elation of the latter, winners 
in the Iftig-rlrAwn-rn:! lawsuit^ for the c:hurcll 
properly, 3»as loned do*n r and the depression of 
defeat has given place in the Reformed to the joy 
of freedom And the delight of progress* may we 
not expert onion 7 Will not their missionary aeaE,. 
confined at present to the Tfalayalam Slates* carry 
them to other parts of India ? The Syrians are 
not wealthy as English petiple man! wealth, but if 
they have the means of suppurf, Syrian evangelists 
will yet show that they are of the enterprising 
stock of which sprung Thomas the: merchant and 
that Kestorian colony of clergy and lay- foil: which 
braved (he Indian Ocean to revive the Christianity of 
Malabar, and wjvich crowd the wilds of Asia to 
give the Gospel to China, as recorded in Syriac 
and Chinese on the thousand-year old monument 
of fTsi-jtfl -Fu {*« p«gs EJO )- 

In (he last century T reran cure ha* soon the 
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Learning of the Rev. George Matthau and of the 
Vtfmibk Archdeacon Kusbi h D D, the spirit] incss 
of Archdeaeon Mamen anti of the Rev. K. Kuril w III a f 
the pasloial efficiency of the Rev Jacob Ckandy h 
ienu>i f and o f the Rev. AmbiiLta. Thom a — to mention 
only some names of the holy dead. They were the 
heart of the Anglican Church in Travanccne, and 
the stock k not exhausted ; swime of their sons are 
found already in places far distant from Malabo r 
Let us pray that God will still bless 1 1 is Holy 
Word until, in the power of a nw:n life, the Syrians 
shall be to India In spiritual things what their 
distant cousins, the Parsecs arc in things temporal 
The Spirit of Cjikl can Curtly enuhle them to rise 
above (lie enervating influences of the Malabar 
climate. 

Many can hear witness to the m dependence, 
integrity,, temperance, and growing enterprise of 
the bvrioii youth- It lUnd jwpve lyue of them in 
Christian good works i " Thy people offer HtCfUthtt 
willingly in the day ol" Thy power." 41 Thy youth 
sire to Thee as the dew 1 ' (P& cx, 3, b R V,, and 
margin' Gucl grant it ! 

P.S. — After these words were written, I received 
unexpectedly from India two copies! oT Tht Shit 
of th? MitLinkatii CAbwA, Uie Reformers' 

monthly magazine, which 1 had not 4 «n Si>t two 
ycarS- Among other articles, they contain a 
translation of “The High Priesthood," an uddres$ at 
the Keswick- Convention by the Rev. Hubert Brook, 
an historical article on their Reformation by the 
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Very Rev. Kattanar Ay pa Tbonsa., Vjear-Genera],* 
and other?, on kindred subjects by Syrian graduates. 

What is mOit interesting 1 is the announcement of 
their annual convention in the usual place in the 
dry bed of the Ranni river- The Rev. T. Walker, 
•of Tirmeve Lly, as the chief speaker, and Mis. 
Nicholson and Miss MoKibbin, twy English ladjes 
working among them at their own charge, have 
promised to address special meetings of women- 

Aftcr an appeal for prayer for the Dlvjiic blessing 
and presence, and that they may at length nse to 
their duty, not only of evangeliring Malabar, bet 
■other parts of India, the Syrians who intend to 
be present are reminded of special collections to 
be made for the Bible Society, the Sunday School 
Society, and, last bet most important of uil, for 
the raising of Rs-r,2i» to carry on for one year 
evangelistic work in Hyderabad, a kingdom in the 
northern part of South India— the .Nizam's 
■dominions 

The Star of (ho Nahitthura Chunky M arch, 1908, 
says that tlie two Ladies mentioned above have 
decided to build at cnicc a school for Syrian girls in 
ihe town of Tiniwilla. 

"■ It will aim at the I raining of girls to become 
good wives and mothers according In the customs of 
the Syrians, . - - Tie widow oJ Sub-Judge P J 
Itty-erS will act as mother lo the girls, and her si Alee. 
Mrs, Thomas. wiLl help her in this excellent work- 
These honourable wCMiaen, proficients in Western 

t Srcumi slums fig,.K (□ th* fifihi is jraup rtf Rprwnwi*, p *?■ 




The Indian Chbistiaks or St. Thomas ny 



education acid culture art devoting Their line^ 
wich&ul salary, to the training of girls of (hen own 
race, through (Iktcn to raise their people- , - 
How thankfully *e should praise our God " 

# 

A PRAYER 

O Almighty God r Lord of the harvest* Who 
didst in old days lead Thy Apostle to preach 
th* Gospel in India, and didst enable him to set 
up for Thee an cnsjgn iis that land still heathen, 
we thank Thee for what Thou hast already 
wrought. Send forth labourers into Thy harvest. 

Bless with Thy Holy Spirit all who seek to make 
known Thy Gospel everywhere, and give them good 
success- 

Espreially grant Hi* grate more and more to the 
ancient Church of St. Them as in Malebar. Bless 
all the bishops and clergy there, whether Syrians, 
Komaas. or Anglicans, that they may lead Thy 
people into the unity of the faith and of the 
know Ledge of the Soli of God, and SO bring about 
the conversion of these ■ 1 3 in darkness.; we ask 
it for the sake of Je*ua Christ our Lord. Amen- 




APPENDIX 

* 

substance of remarks made in 
A CHARGE 

PclivtTti ia the Ktv. Hiiihvaritt at Ci/tlayant 
on ike Cbaxt of Muldbdr, Monday t February ij/4 
1.843,. by (he Right Rai t/rml Datiitl IVilson, D.D , 

Bishop of Calcutta t at his fast Meim political 
Visitation. 

I find you K Rev Brethren now in r84J F "ii * 
very different position in this Mission from that 
which you occupied when L was here in ] 8J5- 
Yihj were then a Mission in aid of the Syrian 
Church on the mast of tlalabar. You vtfere acting: 
in compliatWe w ith the wishes of the Metyan and 
the other ec’clefua.siii'M authorities in the Syrian 
Dloocsc. Yon were preaching at their request in the 
Syr lan Churches. Yon were tnnisl siting the Script urns, 
establishing schools, and assisting in the improved 
education of the clergy at the college founded 
by the exertions sf Colonel iWunro, the tate 
Resident of Travancote, and in concurrence with 
the Metran, lAIE the« efforts h*ld been proceeding 
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for fifteen or twenty years most properly and. 
justly,, on the welbgrounded hope that the Syrka 
Church, aided by yw advice and example, would 
gradually and silently reform t>i Itself any error* 
of doctrine and practice, with which lapse of time 
and her vicinity to the Roman Syrians had infected 
her. 

You were perfectly light and discreet in taking 
this eourso An independent, ancient Episcopal 
Church like that of the Syrian Jiakbark, when 
discovered by the pious labours of the late 
Dr. Claudius Ruehatian in iScC (that is, as soon 
as Lord Wellesley's victories had tranquillized the 
south of India), was to be treated, as have 
treated it, with the utmost deference-, with no 
pretence to authority, no haste, no JntermeddSing, 
no openings given to schism, nu attempts to bring 
it to a conformity to our own particular 
ecclesiastical polity; aid only was to Hr afforded 
in a spirit of lo-ve, a* by <™ Episcopal and 
Scriptural Church to another, peaceably and 
orderly. 

The seniMwhat sanguine view which Dr. Buchanan 
took of tlte doctrine, liturgy, and discipline cd the 
5ynan Church has sometimes he>*n spoken of with 
surprise I venture to fay that such a view was 
not Only (fxcusablc, it was, natural , it iv»j almost 
necessary. The reception which that eminent perwn 
met with from She tlw?iz Metran, the eagerness wtth 
which his proposal of printing the .Syrian Scripture* 
and translating them into the vernacular tongue 
wto welcomed, the lamentations over the declining 
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state of the Church which were freely made^ tbfc 
general orthodoxy, so far as he had been informed, 
of their Liturgy, the episcopal polity which 
prevailed, and theLr total reject ion of the pretended 
supremacy of the See of Rome, all led Dr. Buchanan 
to hope that the help and co-operation of the 
Episcopal Anglican Church might not only Lead 
to the gradual improvement of the Syrian Church 
itself, but also make it a noble instrument foi 
Christian Missions throughout Southern India. 
A union with the Church of EngSand Dr. Buchanan, 
I believe, never thought of. Co-operation with tt 
he did. He disclaimed authority, however, most 
distinctly in all respects, and only gave advice. 

The testimony of the learned and excellent 
BLshop Middleton, in i&id, ten years laser, is 
substantially the same with Dr. Buchanan's, though 
somewhat more reserved and cautious, as It was 
natural if should he, from the rank and authority 
of a Bishop in the Church. 

The report also of La Croae, why wrote in 172+, 
about eighty years before Dr. Buchanan, and who 
drew his materials from the reluctant ftm Fcsaiofts 
of the Romish lia&toriatis, thtmschti contemporary 
with Archbishop Menratt itl 1 ^ is quite consistent 
with these more recent testimonies 

It is important, Rev. Brethren, for you to 
remember all this, in order that you may feel 
assured that the course which you took was the 
wise and corrKl one, and that you may still 
flourish hopes of a gradual and wilting reform, 
at some more favourable moment than the present, 
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wfiiiMi, as I shat] immediately slat#, yOur MWWCli™ 
with the Syrian Church, as a Church, has been 
dissevered by the act of the UttrMI, md you have 
abandoned, and necessarily abandoned, an attempt 
which is for a time hopeless, but which may at 
any moment be resuraed- 

Lct usj then, ever bear in mind the many 
important points in which the Syrian Churches 
differed, and now differ, from the Church of Rome, 
I speak not of the actual opinions and practices 
of too many, as sime discovered, but of their 
erclemaslkal documents, then ciceds, and the faith 
of tPwir CPOre enlightened Metrsns and clergy at 
the time of La CtOifij of Dr. Buchanan and Bishop 
MiddMon, and even now. 

They rejeottd as a Church, as tliey reject stilt, 
(he suprtnniicy of the Pope. 

3_— They acknowledge the supreme authority of 
the Holy Scripture*. 

y_ — They hold no traditions as of co-ordinate 
rank with the Scriptures, and necessary to their just 
interpretation. 

4. — T’bcy allow the Scriptures to be freely 
translated without comment, and read by the 
people. 

5. — They object not to prayers in a known 
tongue. 

6. — They do not receive the decrees of the 
Council of Trent- 

T -— They do not hold, as a Church, ttansub- 
Stantiatiurii whatever many — too many — individuals 
may do, 
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& — At the ELme of Archbishop Maneies they 
held only three Sav : a iac nl s — B aptismt, Orders, and 
the Supper of the Lord When Bishop Middletons 
visited them, however, they admitted seven. 

g. — They do not hold purgatory nor prayers fo* 
the dead, though tha Metran told Bishop Middleton 
that the clergy, fttwit their poverty, too much 
encouraged the latter of these r prayers for the dead, 
iq. — T hey do not deny the cup to the laity, 
though in practice thay units die dements- by 
dipping the Itread in the wine 

I], — They do not enforce celibacy oil the clergy. 
3 2 — They allow not images in churches- When 
that of the Virgin Mary was, first exhibited in iy8o 
or 3 5<}Q by a Jesuit priest, the whole congregation 
rose up and cried out, "Away with the idol \ we 
are Christians," 1 

IJ-^-They allow :lJ“ trrllujcln* OturL-Jle* to bt: 
branches of Christ's Holy Catholic Church. 

U —They hold, as a Church, the Canons of the 
First Council of Nice, A.O. 335. as well os those 
of Constantinople, -AD. ^flr, and Ephesua, a.D. 431, 
rejecting only those of Chnkctfon, twenty years 
later. 

35. — The numerous errors and superstitions which 
have crept into their Liturgies and ceremomcs 
{which I shall inn mediately notice), have not been 
drawn out mto canons Afl-dl article of fail b , 11 as 

1 This «i ir. :|-jtif .’■!•: sr.u iin -: 1 *yt. - ‘iV.J.t:. 

Fratably the coonmoe. ;»n|*< tcljuve like .Angl:ie*H£rjn.Ehe<]uta:jon 

of liit aeinn at' iht Divine im! h luiujei a# ant 1 1 1 ■! [..am i 

l:ne I Jwve Hten * vary ■jiftjjn, -.- j. trtrttapAjii/c |.-in: jili! L -L «hica Issued 
fnanA rht JetoAult Scmif-diy 11 {jotiij-rim. — U 1 J. H 
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by the Church of Rome at the Coined of Trent, 
nor bound by Anathemas- on the eonsc icnces- of 
n)en. 

3$.— They thus hold, as ;s Church, no sinful terms 

of cOtttmvp.Eon, properly speaking, ;'Lfi thfl Chiireft 
of Rome doe*, whatever their oomraoa practice 
may be 1 

Keep in mind., also, my Rev, RrcthrcPj that 
besides aJl these points* which include every 
question almost between the Protestant Churches 
of Europe and the Church of Rome, the fol towing 
particulars are to be not iced ; 

t.- — The Syrian Church presents an undeniable 
instance of an ancient Church, preserved for sixteen 
or seventeen centuries on the coast of Malabar, 
which has never admitted the pretended supremacy 
of the Roman Pontiff, nor of his peculiar dogmas; 
but stands a witness, tike the Churches of Haute 
Dauphnne and the Valleys of Piedmont^ to the 
comparative novelty of the usuxpaftons and 
idolatry of Rome. 

3. — The Church exhibits, Further, an independent 
testimony to the apostolical polity of the Church 
in the threefold ord^r «f bishop^ priest, and 
deacon, as sketched by -St. Paul in his Epistles to 
Timothy and Titus, and dcduciblc from St. John's 
Epistles to the Angels of the Seven Asiatic Churches, 

■The* I r^ni* '■■sbmitljer" ie February, rS^j, ss 

! hj^l Nrixfnibfr, ra.qj. tu ib« ^«nkr MiuMnfljv, win. hj>, ag w 
b«tn l^faiy.-jvtrt ^n- llrf ■'pnt, an^ h< cabIiisamI I lit 

accuracy or my abirm-fni. 

iTu iiiLJi iftiv far iJrfri tbe SpO'rbilHjtjn CbriviLuu fait 
rsporLmt 4a tic. U KimlisiAn. 
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written, sixt y year* After (tie promulgation of the 
Cupel, and. uniformly acknowledged by the 
ecclesiastical writer* of the age immediately next 
to that of the Apostles. No mean confirmation, 
this, of the Divine origin of Episcopacy, and 
which, surely, throws the burden of proving the 
contrary, if it can be proved, on our opponents* 

3. — The immense value of Liturgies, Creeds, 
Canons and Articles of Religion, also, in securing 
some knowledge of the great doctrines of tin* Holy 
Trinity, of redemption by the blood of Christ, and 
sanctification by the Holy Spirit, through Long ages 
of darkness, is hereby demonstrated, and, generally, 
Hie use Liturgies from the very earliest ages 
is established, 

4. — Again, the Syrian MSS- confirm the important 
fact of the integrity of our Western copies of the 
Scriptures. 

5. — The existence of this Oriental Church, 
moreover, with its native bishop,, priests, and 
deawns, its Liturgy, its ScrLpturfci it) Syriac — 1 j., 
in the then vulgar tongue (the same language as 
that used by our Blessed Saviour \ its parochial 
twdfir, its churches, with rooms for the clergy, etc., 
and many Other of its wholesome primitive usages, 
proves the possibility of training a native ministry 
to conduct and rule ultimately th* churches formed 
in our Missions. 

d— The Syrian Church stands a memorable proof 
of what fopLsh tyranny, intrigue, cruelty, 
oppression, and chicanery, with its Jesuit uvyrupdons, 
aims at when it meet* with Churches not 
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acknowledging its SgpTiPi^cyj Itve object of Rome 
js. not to aid, to enlighten, to reform such a Churuh, 
but to diaaever it from its proper bishops, to alter 
its Liturgy, to destroy its ancient \lS£. h and subdue 
it to tbe Romish yoke- The history of the 
proceedings of the Popish emissaries for more than 
oik hundred and hfLy years — from 1 505 — towards 
the unoffending Syrian Christians, is a specimen 
of the spirit which has ever animated, and animates 
still, that apostate- body. 

In what strong contrast with these machinations 
did the conduct of Dr. Buchanan stand out in 
iSctf, that of Bishop Middleton in iS-lfi, n«d the 
Church Missionaries now for nearly thirty years ! 
These holy men, in the true spirit of Christianity, 
have been simply aiding WLth advice, and 
multiplying schools and copies of the Holy 
Slt ipl ares, as Hie L>est means of gradually restoring 
the full light o-f the Gospel, You, my Rev. 
Brethren, have continued uniformly pursuing this 
only safe course. When I was here in [S3 5, the 
points which 1 found you hud been ambit# at, 
with the 1 - approbation of the Mctran, for a scries 
of years, wero these &ve : — 

(i.) TlrC multiplying of copies of the Syrian 
Scriptures, 

(ii_) The translation of the Scripture* into the 
vernacular Malayulim 

(tii) The establishment of schools on Scripture 
principles. 

(iv.) Improved means of education for the clergy. 

(v.) The preaching and expounding of the 
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Gospel by sermons, in which the reverend 
mission Ann, as they acquired the vernacular 
language, affectionately and cautiously aided them, 
at the Metran'a request, 

i now tome to consider, us my duty compels, 
the causes of the unavoidable separatism of our 
Church Mission from the Syrian Church as a body, 
at least, for a time. These have been (he 

following : — 

(i.) The corruptions and supers* itions which you 
found to ptTvade in practice the worship and 
religious usages of the Syrians as they became better 
lrnowrv to you. 

(ii.) The discovery of their use of idolatrous 
prayers in the churches. 

(;ii.) The Simoniacal proceedings which were 
alleged against the highest ecclesiastical authorities 
in ordinations openly purchased and multiplied 
without rMaminatton of the individuals, so that 
eight or ten Katianars were at places imposed tus 
one pansh, where two only were needed, and all 
this- contrary to the agreement with Colonel Munro 
when he erected the Syrian College 

(tv.) These ^purees of uneasiness,, which 

neutralized the missionaries' labours, were followed 
by the retractation by the present Mctran of the 
approbation and permission which had luseat given 
to the rewftnd the Church Missionaries by Ins 
predecessors and by himself to aid the Syrian 
Churches in the ways which I hare mentioned. 

fv.) This Step was accompanied with refusal by 
that Metran and his clergy, at a meeting he.d soon 
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after I left in i? 3 5, to adopt any one ot the points 
of addict which I offered hj.11 at his own request, 
and, as 1 supposed, with hi? tipprohstion, and On 
the footing of the arrangement made with the 
Church Missionaries under Colonel Munco's 
auspices. 1 

Lastly, a solemn oath imposed hy the Mflrym 
oft the clergy to have no intercourse whatever with 
the Church Missionaries, *and a prohibition to die 
deacons to attend the college, concluded the Acte 
of Separation. 



i 'fit patnLis Mi^getLed by rut *ttt tlmcdy milieti el ndhnc*, 
ftl Tram tee blultlrl U.-.h^y 10 .iriOlii-f, nfl:l iu':h iVr jr ;.| 

InFortnncian w-bidi J cnuhl nfchi.n :rfiir itr !<0|j ti[Wcieni;e n r 
the Rt>. riti kd me rs think wire eaii if iccurDiilJihenfhh, 

I dirdTiirlly etjlee Ij.-i I »ni i iLrjngeE, and had no .luihnrtiy 
Isv-i jjTniKnckT rny uwh |»i'iiilt. Bui ihnt jv hi-s pridrceswiT', end 
he tinuilf, hnd nvilrl -■-■ J wtlcomed Ihr ni-h whirl Dr. ULKhmin 
first nSertH 10 ihe Syriac Churdi. nnJ which :lie C'kujdi hfii- 
tlinririen hail hir inenir yr.iis I teen lendcrin" it, and a> I hul 
titinie it Biihop- ta usil: (he T'rerbjlen oF my o*»i EiihcotiI 
Chinch, I fanerred it to b* *>)■ Aty, ai it mis my plruuie, 
to nyniulL him ini bis deity ns to the ■nniti which Bight be 
Ibflltfijht =TTti!>t eapeilMrnt :ur farther snrrjinp an them ""ad. dnijns. 
T added, jkai f ci*ie jIkt n a Friend mfcunt hr h.iJ iwu year' 
before lnhirh wij. Ihe t*M] hiritr'l by h-llfr* tn Tj^ii »itd help him 
HUffifrtlhMv wrrf- — 

(.l) Tlinl I Iif (Jnllrj^r ilir-pliL I* -rim- UU ihr 

jilnoe nf rdtnrntiw far th« ste*Ky, ifttitilioj; tn ihr plin i£tprd 
■upon by biiiurit 111 '.I Am I'rrdr:: eis-Xji e With Ihr crmiHsJ\ i>l 
Tift^npW OM Aid the rtmch A lewriteA nnd 

||||»4 detg-L W iiUlil th-n, hr |_nj :lu:i ly l-:ii ntti’i. 

tij tl'hii (At wemiBls &J mtneti, laitdi, iarntj, amt [uaf-tm 

lirjiiTi^i^ tn the H'iElih < 3 111 1 ■ 'h^c«. tln^Eihl I:, - niiUiLr.l hv Ihr 

rtniilrnL, :u «*np4iiiist ill niiil'.fTnichwi, wiitihfr irnt nr no?, 

u.ca± ujiivi'i .r I. 

ijJ Tiiii mrinh -themhl fie iL-vi:-.-i 1 Tor the supimrt nf Lhr 

clergy, i nan -1 el their je: ng DmP :^i ni - 1 dre:!y uy Fees lui 

litnyerj fnr the dnid. 

ill Thai iLh.Kili h ■■ ij 1:1 be tpreiil nil ever lb: SvHjt- 

jinti-ilirv nt luit been Ineg nnmmenred, m iuinft illawed. 

fS) Thai (hn Kilirnilt dinnlil erptiuid (he Gaipti to ibr 





tjS Thf. iMDCitH Cheistiaks of St, Thomas 



Nothing then remasBied for you* my Reverend 
Brethren, bet Id act as you have done, under the 
direction and approbation of your beloved and 
respected Diocesan- You dad no other course to 
take but to build church** few ycuirselveg, to go 
on, with your schools, to multiply eopits -of the 
Scriptures, to erect,, as yw IlSv* done, your o^n 
college, and to carry on an unftttfcrtd arid open 
Mission for the good of the h*iith*n ; and 
Mohammedans generally, and of the individual 
Roman Catholics, Roman Syrians, and Syrians 
atoned you, who might voluntarily and peaceably 
avail themselves of your labours, avoiding all 
inter ifinftnce with the Met ran and the authorities 



IV- ... I -I £ ^-::,,L,v in VI j. -sit :rt, fi a Cm *1, jr, I, nfii-sEl OfiWfleE 

I, "I been il'-i ny 

|6'{ Li'Uv, ih:it itc fiutilw junren whau.ld. It iftleipreleil in 
M^lnvnljfn. in wbirb Linguge a Tjiar^v ^h^uM, be firmed 
S'rim: Ek-nr yxNuuI Siri.lC tlM< Id gepe«;'l U’E; *br byline 

bcanjj ivnw l le.nrM PnKVije j nil on 40*1 owl l*r tlii 
people. To these inline ihe M*i rs.fi, JAil[:riri!, *nd Ktiunirj 
piwiMtd their bnL tomiiiNmilea ; ajipfkiwspf Item. ****!■ toy 
Ilk the ItrUFmCil Irrm^, »m3 I'h.nvk'nft m* afiim inli till 

my roHrurl. T rudilril 1 1 , : , ! I'l , s' mily vbj-tCC M-fiA lo hH ibt 
Svr!:i n 4!hii:-h - i ' I r: -r .1 -< a iirijCM L I I in iLt I i|;h I blftik vl I he 
IJI M.:n — li-.<!i! i,m l:if[ iJm- riillifnl WnifS'ilbf IWlH i:1 1 1,0 
JLulO Sjjieli-^— lilt Ak-I,iri|- HkiiiiL 1 : 1 Itlun L. I , r i-l -,1 k | i jl , ■ I -J, r, 

■■f tin, ihroujia faith in Him — jikI 1st Heljr ScripLtres ns a 
Divine unit liiipirrO Vi'iyrol. r,»-l ibt ioubdnliua if ill tniih. 

A', the Meir-vn ;in- 1 K-aUnn-i”. [n't 1i> *n, Ihe ftinioc CSiiirch 
VJi^>ijn?,nr remind i rhfir-, .-.r ik* plnp humeil «vnt venw Nine 
under Ihe nmpitei fT Odw*] Munrn-, Ibe then Hnideal, hw the 
iH-nrhi <sF ihe Stepo Chnrrh, wh-i- b pljtn hi* I (m* ueieH upcm 
up- tn (h-r |iyrim( of Ihr Intr Mru-in's elrarlli^ nrel inmecimr .lfier, 
willi llr lull ipfiriitaijnn nf i.ln SyriilA liutlcviaiHral AalhnrvlM]-. 
On that lit S,l-rtf:iii :, nil ike K^tlAiur*, brink 1 * :i(iptllri lo- tiy ih* 
Senior !U L vi, I ■ I &:'■ IL 1 , i-imlirmril j| nr- 1 '-vi< I ll . 1 v.i 

e T'li*-e 1 :« c Miipiii =A ^.y^lirr llir Svrinu. An Vrj-yetikriiTi, the 
oliieE sent nl tin Simn Cburrh, there ,ue aa.otra he.uhen anrl 
j li j Nviuiik*. 





The Inpian Christians" of- St. Thqhab iag 



of the Syrian Churches, and awaiting a more 
favourable time for resuming’ your system of 
crvoperatLiHi and aid WLth them 

Sine* this necessary separation,, I understand 
you- have found that the corruptions of doctrine 
and worship in the practice of the Syrian Churches 
had gene so much further than had been suspected 
that IjttLe hope could iemam of permanent good 
being done whilst those errors and idolatries were 
retained and defended, for they comprised, in fact, 
die very essence of Popery, except as the 
supremacy of the Church of Rome- The great 
body believe in (i.) transubstantialinn ; ( 2 ) the 
sacrifice of the Mass for the qukJt and dead; 
(lii.) prayers for the departed ; (Ev.) purgatory : 
{v.) the worship of the Virgin Maty ; (vi.]| the 
adoration of samtsj {vji.) prayers in an unknown 
tongue; (vii>-) extreme unction; (ix.) the attributing 
to the clergy the power (0 Curst and destroy men's 
bodies and souls; (x.) picture* In their churches 
representing God the Father; (xi.) prayers to the 
altar and the diucet, connected with which are — 
{vll-) the dtv-aiion of the host; {xilt.) the burning 
of incense; (xiv.J the tinging of bells at the time 
of that elevation ; (xv.) the priests receiving the 
mfcH alone — which last usage, connected with 
auricular Confession, was rcpiesented to Bishop 
Middleton as held by the priests with pevitliat 
tenacity, and as being an absolute barrier against 
any union with our own Protestant Chanch- 
The Progress of your Mission, Reverend 
Brethren, during the seven or eight years since this 
K 
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renunciation oi you by the Xlctran took place, fills 
ijsv whole heart with gratitude to Almighty God 
You hnvt boon licenced by tike Bishop of Madras, 
yuur prOf-fi Di^ace-San, In consequence of the 
decision of Ins jjnuoe the An:h.L>i,shop, accord In ; to 
your long Itnovfn wishes- A largo number of 
persons was ron firmed by your Bitfwfi ul I > is 
primary visitation in 1841 — at Cottayam I i 3 , ft! 
Allcppey 1 r ji. <il Mavcliltara ys, at Pallam also 
a considerable number, sis well an at Cochin and 
QhlJoli. The new college. erected with the portion 
of property awarded by arbitration, to the Church 
.Mission, nnw contains about seventy pupils* some 
<if whom ore under instruct ion with an ultimate 
view to sacred office. The schools arc multiplying 
On all h and*-*-ft>ur at CottuyaniL, five at Trichoor, 
eight at Pal him, others at \fjvdiknra, contain In" 
between five hundred and mic thousand children 
altogether, and mnny of them females. The 
circulation of the translated bfripturrK, and the 
avidity with which they are read cm all 
hand?, arc most encouraging, The congregAlicms 
assembled each Sunday in yernr several pew 
churches arc numerous — Lib-out hundred. 

Including children, were yesterday at Cotta yam 

{rhim.Fi Tim si* beaulifu] ha: I dings erected 

and br-in^ c-ncrFnd fiw EFivirie worship at Cot t ay n m, 
Hjvrl ikiir.-i. Pul la ns, A I tapper, Trichoor, and 
Colidla — especially the noble Gothic church at this 
statLon of Cotta yum, with its roof fifty fret in 
height, its area ninety feet by sixty feet, and its 
tower Mecenty-fiwe feet from tire plane of sin*, — 





ANi'-MCAfJ P»0- tem I* i 1 OlTTjh'rfli(i llMV TeitfiTir. 

RuikhTtbi Rev. B*fey, Bit*. UiJtMS ("j l«Miy fciJI- Hm BMM{4 Irt'-r brkl OrUiruii^i ai Lkjmn ud PSaa 
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full of promise. Lastly, the general movement 
in linen's minds, as your peaceable acid pious 
proceeding* become better known* and the Bible 
and Christian schools have diffused more of the 
truth of the Gu-spul amongst the people, and the 
contrast between *1] this purity and light* and 
tltC corruptions and errors of their own worship, 
becoming more apparent to themselves daily, may 
lead us to expect great things lfi God's good time. 

I quite concur then, with your mtoellent Bishop 
in all which he bn* done. I entirely approve of 
the principle on- which h* has recommended you 
to carry on your Missions — vin., absolute noo 
interference with the Syrian Church* as a Church, 
at present. The ancient Christians mast now seek 
ns* not wo them. We sought them for twenty 
yearsi the separation was ai their instance* not 
ours As to individual lay -persons, our school and 
church doors cannot but be- Open to all, and our 
clergy will use their discretion as to admitting 
such as may desire it to our communion on proper 
evidences. This i: a question which may bft 
properly left to the discretion of the missionary 
in ei country wliOrt ttO form of Christianity is 
established, but where the heathen authorities of 
Travancore afford equal protect ion, under the eye 
of Lhc Xlritlsh Resident, to Christian* of every 
name conducting L hem selves peaceably* wired her 
Portuguese Christiana, Roman Syrians, or Reverend 
Missionaries of Ulc Anglican. Church. JCo question 
is likely to arise as lo Presbyters under present 
circumstances. Doubtless their ordinal ions are 
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Talid, as arc those of the Church of Rene, and 
if any individual Presbyter should be convinced 
of the superstitions, idolatries, and sinfulness of 
the Syrian Crwnmunion as it now Is, and deliberately 
wish lo enter our pure reformed Anglican Church, 
it will he for yOvr flight Reverend Diocesan to 
determine what evidences of sincerity, what 
qualification* aa to doctrine, morals, and learning, 
What title for maintenance, and what conditions 



(in w m JtinwB m wnj^Be wiM PstjLMT^. pt” ut 
rest, no attempt of anything Hke proeelytism must 
be thought of., either as to clergy or laity. We 
must look to the gradual influence- of education, 
the changes which Cod's providence may silently 
effect, (he new Metran and new clergy, with new 
dispositions* who may he raised up to solicit again 
our aid at any moment, and the genera] blessings 
of the grace of God on our labours. 

In. the meantime. Jet me particularly caution VOO, 
Reverend Brethren, against anything which iu&y 
seem to occasion schism and division , you have 
fallen into nothing of this sort hitherto. But the 
position in which you have lately been placed by 
the acts of the Syrian Motran is a most delicate 
one, and will require all that discretion which you 
have ever exercised. If circumstances should alter 
for tlie better, and Mctrans he appointed resembling 
those whom Dr Buchanan and Bishop Middleton 
conferred with, it will he your pleasure and delight 
again to co-operate with them, and in the way in 
which they may desire your aid. As things now 
arcj you have my entire approbation, in concurrence 
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with your DiQL'^san's, Ln fallowing the course 
im.peira1.jvoLy imposed on yoo for 4 time by evOftls 
otnef which you had a* control. With God is the 
futtiet With G&d « ill With God 'n 

the grafic whii-h ftlorte cart make fruitful yOnr 
labours. T<a that 5jrace most earnestly would I 
(&mmend yoo 1 



1 si:nc E liriivrmS ihr *l|i|Sfr TCIinrk--, I hist xtn lisp J.l; alt ■ 
rind at poct*Jii-4Ii telating If the citibliiAni.MiL nl iH^ lidLSprir: 
ill the iJtlcod ChnrfA °l Eiglibd j nrt Irdini lb jjfuwiflin. 
p-jbladieH h^ :i'jMn-,i,ii , wlni-A 1 cuniKiL loo tirnesdr c»hi«ncr.<l hi 
'he p' rl !■: ul.ic ioikc •nl m* ntuf-mvil brethren -it Ceitaysu -mi jij 
circle of mdiiioai. TVii irupnrbint en>! hu'.knrit u Ae ilumAiAnt 
r*|H , ci3.lly L-Jiniges ■ lie- Jit-n hihli- !|i>. nr* to t ■ i rer^-ii ti g-i-u did 

JJj*riiuiil right* nod llbenioi <iT (he inrienE cluircfccs ir Syria, 

I linPJr'i, f" -Vf* ■ 1 1 r « I A ii , xiiiixi ; l:-il I-- (hr rr. ( <i.i j.rr as 

Lh±y Btiv ilei-irr ii, in, die waft r>l Chritriijtn. -qrfurni ii.in h |irmnlini; 
hi Lliric nbsrp-jtion h bin Kit I n tiring u^khi L]i#|p Ararfpnt^ ihu 
FHittMS ul 3 Clurcfc everljjillT scripl-urnl in Juiijiut *ml:i|ii.nii,il»r:i] 

in dliuifilitkt ; n.nri taking ifMcisil cam hi caaviaai- ilirm that 1 hr 
t!hviretl (4 Fn^r.ninJ i|nee Tint wisA to dliiuTh. u didrle, at iric-okru 
hjIA diem ; Ant |A»i the ;< rt-j'lr, in Iht spirit ol CAriiiin*s Snvr, 

10 renildT iliem such offices cd i rend si ip as, thev ru.-vu be n-illieiji 

in IKtkn. 
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A.nltort' — Antakl, ■ iMpen ffliHi **ih erf jtrmiitm. mil wbe*e 

"lb? dhripips <**nr fan tJl*d ChiiSfllin*. " 

CilUnnr, nr K*ii*6u— P fieiH Milayiiim,. L^rd). 

C?iuy*ni r ar Kaeiajfara— Ai?i*n -or nlwut 1 - 0 , »5 pr^pl? iaTWincaH-, 

eiiiL of ALlrp-pey (i« rnnpj- Th* hrail ^uari^cKif ilk Pyi.iUJL *ed 
nf Llir C.H.S^'Hiwlfln, Thi Antliei.ii Bishop rr-^lti here, as 
well ip Hi? J«*il)iie ht»H*poUian. 

Jnmliii? — I C:ili l .in[< rhe trier nf Ibe mcnojiliyiite butapi Mar Jacob 
(tiiLh eemuryj. 

Kathnliutf -’Tfjf LiLlt |j;aen lo wruilp ?up*rii:r ! 5 -.'hiip^ in ih< Kuirni 
-C lurch. 

Mufavalrm — A lioiith l=jdi»n- l±±KMnjr nf Lh± J>uiidlin family, uk.n lo 
T-jn il J-nrl Tr l"Ri'- 

Malpir. |dyrin?l — Tncbir, pn^nu*. 

Mnr— Sjsiwr for Lerd, »i in M<±yan-atka, " our Lord njnrtlb." *od 
Ik* Kav.«si linfa qf ill hfohapi. Arktie in? T?cnbi-;cs, ?nJ H*n- 
whrw. (atiiiri wti have iLynuilc or official names far ihdr l:i.v>j|:i 
T>t PlIrilrLlil ill Acilrcb Ilf alwsp tilled M*r J|li.j"iaS ; 
Fahiaiehi al iKUialem rank mi\ *!k 3 inis? >b? n»mc of Mu 
l^ifg'irgii. Tiie chief Jjioohire Piihrii iif Mililw t> tBlet-i Mer 
ijiOGji ls. Ainoaj il*e Reformed S^nni iP-r pciftcnL Bishop ii 
Til** Mi: ThoTif , w Mir TifueTtiirniii. fiiiiiilirLT, Mir Milthcw 
Alhpnp.-'.ms and Mir AlfcMifrtH Manhew lie im same pencil, 
[n bis Uptime h< »« |nn»n Mai Arhanasiu*. ]u ifae cne 
case Ti'fwr.urrd in Llie other AfjfHat, net rhe U<|Hi>i»al urines. 

Mlinninii-ri (primiHJ filml pi ■ I :i - 1 1 1 : 1 1 1 ■ :i ! .■ | - ■ A ■ ilLape on 1 bt ri T Er 

ILrtm: i iXi-.-VreL 

M r Iran {Syria: 1—Hw.h.ip, used tnie[rfian£EflJ'.lir in Mifalnr wiili 
■►.Meiwpfiliiiin." 

Slfiiiephyslse E folding one njiure,. the eiior nF chrcfo «rin uy iba.i 
thtie Is an? only composite ‘natucr in mis Laid : ^aeiieilly oaly 
i lie If. vine. 

Ka-craal ■Huutr.e, i.t., Ctrislji.n, 

m 
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Hesloiiin — Knldspc Lhftrrnr of Kuttitvni ikfculu M-mI Jw* 

Son n£G"oJ r-n ij,- tL Hi» bnptiim. 

Fjlrinrch— Btbni 1 oT <mp of lb# Ftp ffirnl ■sm-c4 , EofnrjCo»‘-*1pniiiV^J* 
(or Prw RsmT K Anliock Al^xh-ndrin, Jtrumlnn,, into -»btrh- 
Chriilnulpm. tii dlipdtdl 1:jr Ih# first GerienS Cnunril of Nrart 
H-V. 3*Sh 

1'idC‘hlto, ftr Ptvhliu 15pri»c) — Snide, I Twti erne pi^n (o Ik Brpi^c^ 
Lh* nq-litir *#riLijn gf tli* ^i«n Teiijinnl ; nr-:- ilw the ej»tp* 
of rht 'who!* Spic Uiblr. 

K*mi4rv ^Spiul — Y'on'i- 

Jjjtiae— A Sncmijiv kn£Dpp nh;7i In Ifcbr**— ilmAac i dW*n cf 
iJdirm, ii.mnhlr rpr j h inf — spkc-o tp out Lot A. /ttf a, 

Eire Jama lai^riM fff/l , ito, >l|« &¥>UC tfM-ik iiii! ritual*' in imr 
TingS. nli Hihlp, 
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Thii bou It , wnuen by lhal wdl-lmnm CiArlptinIngiigi i^ad 
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tbJRGl HAH'p RillT REFEEEHDB HEDI1TEE. A. ■rcrr.flMi r*,ar<1 tJ Pnuit ar-l 
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■ iVi 'Mitac. ii-; sr.-.h 15a kavre. r«. 

CfiHtiMn eediite h bt FIuDHIef, or rrpiTdiT, ahd BBUMUHIBAHIA. 

V; 1 1 t-ii a- ul iir. g:ad pc per, ir club, k-hj-urr for agt narrxa. 

3 v ijil ; n.i 1 1 iv.naa. -:a_ I'd - 1 i«xi now 41. Ed. 

RtOlA rtR If l*™HM i Sirticrt«t far doa ihiIii. iKorwl, an. z nam£. cth t hsl. 

L 1 * t if ii'btj" »«.*#fnvF ft i-^vi , rr i , 

ilBTiH Of BU RidIB. fuf to t*u!«i F*mi. pii.; nonfh cilF, m. 
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liar jSirkifd Kfp+flf. *|r«bj|p hill-bwid- Far r* pvnrv,- 

DHiUllCH LiDBk *ALIMBd«* Hd. r#r d*y *P ch * w+ek far Hafabn 
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.lie hnk. P-Jfc id In Chf feh H* Jfl- 3 >» lava, -|i. -So. J. jsc bi-rt 
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